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ed. j in. Australia, may surely be 
to be of greater national value 
e whose Pree must be exported 


oe Dicstx —That is true, so long 
€ home-consumed product is not ex- 
d to be a a at the expense of 


stries - nich seek overseas ne ok 
which are dependent on the world’s 
parity. May I ask to what extent the 

tors mentioned apply to the products 
his own State, cexcepting. wheat and 


ve it was Che practioe of the Dried Fruit. 
rowers’ Association to decide what quan- 
- of currants, raisins, and the like 
ould be exported at, say, 3d. per Ib., 

what quantity should be retained for 
home consumption at a charge to the 
Au tralian consumer amounting to about 


Relator 1 ears Ob Mee a —The dried 
t-growers learned those tactics from 
ae people. 

AME Gal. hae 


_ sug ar 


Boiator E. D. Mitiren.—In anticipation 
“te surplus, the people interested pro- 
ed the very procedure to which the 
rable senator has just referred. 
ature robbed them of a hi aoe the 


ae CRAWE ORD. i have no re- 
nar of the matter. It must have 


0 Pomp. pe ae was in 
1 dag ihe ahs siehione 


ae 


00, 000, a ae in 


Australia should produce all her oy 


nation ie its tigi pls 


- Senator -CRAWEORD. a Altho 


sands. of tons ‘ab Nh T do not pea 
any is exported. The home marke 
just as valuable as any foreign market. 

Senator Wirson.—The home market 
the king of markets. i os 

Senator . CRAWFORD. ae : 
should fauft be found. with, an indu 


with Te price. 
‘ Senator CRAWFORD ae : 
Sti southerner. the honorable senator 
believes in a White Australia; but, again 
like many another southerner, he is not 
prepared to pay anything for his prin- 
ciples. It is most unfortunate that the — 
true attitude of the southern Australian — 
was not made as clear to the people of 
Queensland before they entered Federe 
tion as it has been made over and. ove: 
again. since the union. Queensland came 
in at the last moment, and very r 
luctantly; and a majority of the peopl : 
have since regretted that they ever book, 
the step. ? 
Senator Lywcu.—Would.  Ouaenclaeee 
not: have been very much worse off if she 
had remained aloof ? 
: Bees 4 


Senator CRAWFORD. au 
is no reason why she should have come — 
in. Unlike every other State, Queens- 
land could be, if she wished, self- contained — 
and self- -supporting. Within her houn- 
daries. there is practically every range of 
climate known throughout the Common- 
wealth. ; 
Senator Varpon How can the honor 


+ 


is obvious that Gissumaa emule ne 
duce sugar as she does but for the 1 
which the other States afford? 

Senator CRAWFORD.--If Qu 


as a ae to the Federation, she 1 
soon possess a population which 
would be sufficient to consume more be 
than is produced at ‘Bresent, 


been. “sonia upen. Tt is necOea 


quirements. Sugar is one of these esser 
tials. Germany has recognise i 
Throughout a long period of y 
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ae to destroying the cane-sugar in- 
dustry of all other countries. In 1896, 
Germany went so far as to impose an im: 
port duty of no less than £20 a ton, and 
arranged for the payment of a bounty on 
export of £10 a ton. But for the action 
of the United States of America in im- 
mediately imposing a countervailing duty 
on bounty-fed sugar and subsequently 
arranging to give a 20 per cent. prefer- 
-ence to Cuba—which policy was followed 
by all the other interested nations sending 
representatives jto the Brussels Conven- 
tion of 1902—-such inroads would have 
been made upon the cane-sugar industry 
that the world, in all probability, would 
have been without sugar upon the out- 
break of war in 1914. The high military 
authorities who grace the Senate will 
readily agree that, from a military point 
of view, it would be a serious matter. if 
troops had to fight without their ordinary 
sugar ration. 

I am not asking for anything unrea- 


sonable. If the sugar industry ig to 
be protected only to the extent of 
something under id. per b., such 


protection will be lower than that en- 
joyed by most of Australia’s other indus- 
tries. Australian wines have been given 
protection ranging from 12s. to 28s, per 
gallon. I understand that before the war 
a very good wine could be bought in bulk 
for 38s. or 4s. per gallon. That means 
that the protection accorded to the wine 
industry is equal to an ad valorem duty 
of from 200 to 300 per cent. Surely ‘an 
industry which is peculiar to practically 
one State is entitled to as much considera- 
tion as if it were common to all. If each 
of the States were producing some 10,000 
to 15,000 tons of beet sugar per annum, 
there ‘would be no difficulty in persuading 
Parliament of the fairness of what I ask. 
T do not know why consumers are so 
much afraid of having to pay 1d. per Ib., 

more or less, extra for their sugar. I am 
not an ancient, but I can remember when 
sugar was sold for 4d., 5d., and 6d. per 


lb. in this country, and the article was. 
considerably inferior to that supplied to_ 


the public to-day. Moreover, the people 
in those times were not nearly as well 
off, in the main, as nowadays. 

‘Senator Benny -—What proportion of 
the sugar consumed in Bust Als can 
Queensland produce? 

Senator Crawford, 


[SENATE A 


and do the sugar industry a great injus-— 


ee icier ‘CRAWFORD. —Under a 
ne protection, Queensland could pi 
duce sufficient to supply a population 
50,000,000 people. 


Senator Russerx. —Queensland - 
produce this year 850,000 tons. 


Senator CRAWFORD.—Not so ‘mud 
as that, I fear. But Queensland coul 
easily grow five or six times as mu 
as she does to-day. We have the land— 
millions of good acres—capable also of 
sustaining a very large population. I 
shall harvest this year only 180 acres of 
cane, but my wages bill will run into the 
neighbourhood of £4,000. That will give 
the Committee an idea of what it costs. 


Senator Borron.—Your return — will 
be £60 an acre, at 2 tons to the acre, 


Senator CRAWFORD.—The cane has. 
to be taken to the mill and treated by an 
intricate and highly technical. process. 
before the sugar is worth £30 6s 8d. a 
ton. The manufacture has to be scien- 
tifically controlled at every stage. I 
doubt if a modern sugar-mill, with all 
the necessary equipment of tramways and 
rolling-stock, could be erected od 
£500,000 at present prices. an 

Renato E. D.. Minten. —What is c. 
fair return per acre gross? 

Senator CRAWFORD ok, Soule aoe 
say offhand. The average return is 
about 17 or 18 tons of cane to the acre, 
taking Queensland as a whole. © With 
refined sugar at the present price of 
£30 6s. 8d. a ton, we might say that . : 
ton of cane is oul 45s., but 1t- migh : 
be a little more or less. Our costs have 
been changing so much from year ¢ 
year, and there have been so man 
alterations in the price of sugar, that it is 
impossible to say offhand what me cos 
of production is. 

Senator Borron.—According to you 
calculation, your return would be £40 an 
acre. 

Senator CRAWFORD.—But jodie : 
what it costs to produce. This year it 
will cost over £1,900,000 to harvest the 
cane of Queensland. x good many sheep 
could be shorn for that money. Honor- 
able senators will make a serious mistake, i 


tice, if they run away with the idea that 
it is very prosperous. In the sugar dis- 
tricts ae will not be found anything: 
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Bill, 00d 


su Bice: the gaine average comfort amongst 
the growers as will be found amongst 
- the fruit-growers in the irrigation settle- 
ments along the Murray. Nothing would 
- eonvince honorable senators more of the 
true position of the sugar-growers of 
i Queensland than a visit to some of our 
sugar districts. They would not find 
many evidences of general prosperity, nor 
_ would they see, as at Renmark and other 
. fruit-growing settlements, practically 
_ every grower with his own motor car. 


~The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
_ The honorable senator’s time has ex- 
_ pired. 
Senator RUSSELL 
- President of the Executive Council) 
~ [10.5].—I have to announce definitely 
that the Government do not feel justified 
im supporting the proposed increase at 
_ the present time. There is an existing 
- contract, which has two years to run, and 
_ which we are in’honour bound to com- 
_ plete. The sugar-growers have nothing 
- to complain about in the terms of that 
arrangement, whatever the consumers 
may say. I am satisfied that the Aus- 
tralian consumers could do better to-day 
- without that contract. Senator Crawford 
‘made an unfortunate statement when he 
said we were looking after the consumers 
in that agreement and not after the sugar- 
growers, That is not so. In 1913 sugar 
could be imported for £10 10s. per ton. 
That was a mixture of raw and refined. 
Adding £2 for refining gives a cost of 
£12 10s. a ton. The lowest we paid to 
the growers under the pooling scheme was 
about £18 a ton. We therefore gave them 
a lift of about £5 10s. a ton in the first 
year we started the Pool. At that time 
sulphate of ammonia became scarce, and 
its price went up, so that it cost the 
_ sugar-growers, who use it extensively, 
_ particularly in the more northern parts 
of Queensland, at least £4 or £5 a ton 
_ extra, when they could get it. If they 
did not get’ it, their crops were. light. 
As they had to meet that and 
other difficulties, we thought we were 
justified during the war period in grant- 
ing them an increase in the price of sugar. 
4 ae one time during the war we paid three 


(Victoria—V ice- 


pet sufficient to meet the Australian de- 
mand, but EaYaraeen es: over a whole 


le 


al 


a, 


period of the contract, I am sure we 
have paid for Queensland sugar more 
than the average price paid for sugar 
brought from overseas. Before the war 
the price of Australian sugar was gene- 
rally fixed by the world’s price outside, 
plus the £6 per ton duty. On that basis 
it has cost Australia over £26,000,000 to. 
maintain the industry, which was a proper 
thing to do, as it helped to keep Australia - 
white. On the pre-war price the protec- 
tion of £6 per ton represents 57 per cent. 


Senator Crawford’s proposal would make 


it a good deal more. If the duty on 
sugar were increased, we should have to 
review about 4150 other items in thé 
Tariff, affecting industries which use 
sugar as a raw material. When the 
Tariff Board begins operations it ought 
to be able to start an inquiry into the 
condition of the sugar industry, and then, 
when the contract runs out, if the indus- 
try is in a difficult position and wants 
help, I shall be prepared to consider sym- 
pathetically a request for an increase of 
duty. That, however, cannot be done 
during the period of the contract, under 
which the sugar-growers are well treated. 
I urge Senator Crawford not to press the 
request now, not because we are unsym- 


‘pathetic to the sugar industry, but be- 


cause it would be two years before the in- 
crease could come into operation under 
the existing contract. Jam-makers and 
fruit preservers want to know where they 
are. We are allowing the makers of jam 
and condensed milk a rebate of duty on 
all the imported sugar which they re- 
export in their manufactures. Australia 
must have cheap sugar, because our jam- 
makers and fruit preservers have to com-. 
pete in the world’s markets. We are 
temporarily in a difficulty in that trade, 
mostly for the want of cheap sugar and 
cheap tin containers. The tin difficulty 
will be overcome, because the Broken Hall 
Company is going to make tin plate at 
Newcastle, and I am sure that sugar will 
come hack to the world’s normal pri ce. 
We must keep Australia white, and there- 
fore must protect the sugar industry, to. 
give the white growers an equal chance 
against the coloured races. I believe 
the Australian production of sugar has. 
been a great success to date, but I cannot 
promise to increase the duty two years in 
advance of the time at which the increase - 
could operate.’ ~ Ido not want. to see a 
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ae ie vacuum created when the poubnane: 
expires, and it ought to be possible to ar- 
vange that an increased duty, if it is re- 
quired, shall come into operation imme- 
ately, on the expiry of the contract. 

‘Senator Pratrren—The more the 
sugar-growers stir this business up, the 
more opposition they will get. 

Senator RUSSELL.—One way: in 
which to stir up the Australian com- 
‘munity to-morrow would be to increase 
the duty on sugar. The people realize 
that they are making a sacrifice for the 
White Australia policy, and I have no 
doubt they would demand the cancellation 
of the contract if an attempt were made 
to force up the price of sugar. I ask 
Senator Crawford to withdraw the re- 
quest, because the Government are sym- 

pathetic, as they have proved by assisting 
a industry in Queensland and so help- 
ing the Commonwealth as a Whole. I 
am sure the sugar-growers will get gene- 
rous support when the time comes to re- 
view the whole position. 

Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[10.14].—I hope nothing that I said will 
be construed into an attack on the Go- 
vernment, ora complaint against the 
Government, for their dealings with the 
sugar industry during and subsequent tof 
the war period. The representatives of 
the industry always obtained a sym- 
pathetic hearing from whatever Minister 
they interviewed, and on the last oeca- 
sion the Government, ‘with the approval 
of both Houses, gave all that was asked 
for. ae 

Senator’ Witson.—I suppose that is 
why 3 you ask for so much this time! 

‘Senator CRAWFORD-~—No; it is be- 
cause I have an idea that the position 
two years from now will be an extremely 
dificult one for those engaged in the 
production of sugar, unless a:higher mea- 
sure of protection is given. The growers 
have to begin at once to prepare their 
land for the crop to, be harvested in 
1923. However, I suppose we must take 
weiner comfort we can get from the 
. sympathetic: assurances of the Minister 
as to what we may expect if, at a later 
stage, circumstances show that the fears 
I have expressed to-night have a valid 
fou: dation. 

Request negatived. 

- Item agreed to. | 

Progress reported. Ge oe 
: Senate adjourned: at Aa pa 
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go much further. 


European countries were paying 


| saa affects eS ont ot bie ge 
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Senate. ae : 


Friday, 29 iy uly, 1921. 


The Beas (Senator the rer 
Givens) took the chair at 11 mis an 
read prayers. oe 


VALUE OF IMPORTATION: 8. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Has the Vice 
President of the Executive Council re 
plies to the questions that I have aske 
about the value of certain importations ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—The replies wi 
take some time to prepare, and are n: 
yet to hand; but I shall let the honorable 
senator have them as soon as bee are 
ready. 


CUSTOMS TARIFF BILL. 


In Committee: Consideration resumed 
from 28th July, vide page pe 


DIVISION IJI.—SUGAR,  —_— 
Item 29 (Invert sugar) Bc ties to.” 4 
“Item 30— ne 
Sugar n.e.i., per ewt, 10s. Af Re 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales 

[11.2].—I direct the attention of Senato 
Crawford to this item, because the duty 
is in excess of the duty of £9. a ton fo 
which he has asked. It is an old 
impost upon importations of beet suga: 
and I hope that its continuance may have 
some effect in fostering the production o of 
beet sugar in Australia. e have gone 
a little way towards supplying ourselves 
with beet sugar, and I hope that we shall 
I think that it will 

be all to the good if the very important 
cane sugar supplies of Queensland and 
New South Wales can be adequately sup- 
plemented with supplies of beet sugar. 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland 
[11.4]—The duty under discussion was 
imposed by the first Customs Tariff Act, 
at a time when Germany and. other 


bounties for the export of beet sugar; 
it was, in effect, a countervailing duty 
It has not, however, had any effect. for 
a number of years upon the situati 
Australia. A large production © 


Ly 0 
protection eiven to om ised ies sugar 
Sane to which it would not make 


i aks Pratren.—Does the honorable 
1ator say that he does not desire the 
continuance of the it sugar duty, and 


at. There is a possibility of the dump- 
gs ‘of beet sugar when the European 
eet industry has revived, just as there 
the possibility of the dumping of Ger- 
beer, which was Saga to last 


am every possibility of increasing he aah 
uction of beet sugar in Australia, and 
that all encouragement. should be given 


to the industry, which has been estab- 
fe lished 3 in-a small way in Victoria. There 


. produced in faic-tty every State 
f me Commonwealth. In the United 


tions approximate ‘those of Australia at 
the present time, about 1,000,000 tons of 
beet sugar are ‘produced annually, and 
so far as I can see there is no reason, 
except the price of beet sugar, why a 
| flourishing beet sugar industry should not 
ae exist in Australia. I should like to see 
such an industry here, because I do not 
know of anything which would have a 
more stabilizing influence on the Aus- 
tralian sugar industry generally than the 
oduction of considerable quantities of 
set sugar in all the States. I do not 
ink that the Government of Victoria 


the beet sugar industry on a firm basis, 

ecause last year it made a profit of 
16 ,000 at the Maffra beet factory, and 
“not allow the beet-growers to share 
it. While the present agreement affect- 
cane sugar remains in force, the beet 
ugar of Victoria is bringing over £7 
ton. more than the pb a of New 


3 _ pared with: ten years ago? 
Senator CRAWFORD. —I did not say 


very sincere in its desire to establish 


strongly support a duty which ha: 


per ton ie idiaueanae mile on thie: eane 
sugar, which all goes into the Pool, ‘the 
Commonwealth Government makes a n 
profit of between £6 and £7 per ton, whie 
helps to reduce the loss incurred by. the 
importations of sugar. 


Senator Pratrren.—How much “heat 
sugar is being manufactured now as ; com 


bs 


Senator CRAWFORD.—1 have not: the 
exact figures, but I think that the esti- 
mate for 1920-21 was about 4,500, 000: 
tons, and that the production in 1913- Aa 
was ‘about 8,000,000 tons. I do not think i 
the annual beet sugar production of Aus-— 
tralia has ever amounted to 2,000 bie 
Last year it was about 1,200 tons. ae 

Senator Prarten. —-And ten years. ago 
there was no production. 

Senator CRAWFORD.—The Motives 
beet factory was established more than 
ten years ago, but was closed for some 
years. | 
‘Senator Borron.—Does it manufastare 
for Victoria only? 

Senator CRAWFORD. —Beet sugar is 
not manufactured in any of the other 
States. if 
Senator Botton. opie State has apa 
a lot of money in establishing the beet 

sugar industry. Me aa 

Senator CRAWFORD.—Yes. They 
have made a considerable loss in aoe 
so. 

Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [14.10]. be 
—There is no doubt that the sugar pro-- 
duced from cane grown in the pate, 
parts of Australia is probably the best m 
the world, but the beet-sugar industry ; 
established in Victoria at considerable 
expense to the State Government has had 
a very rough spin, and is certainly one 
that ought. to be fostered. Despite what 
some newspapers have said, we practical, : 
all stand for the production of Australi: 
goods for consumption by Australian 
people, not only in regard to growing th 
raw product, but also in respect to turn 
ing it into the manufactured article. M. 
attitude is that we should manufactur 
all the requirements of Australia b 
tralian labour for Australian peop 


imposed for the purpose of fosteril 
pies Sled in aeiahy, i 


po menengtr 
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Den 31 (Golden. syrup id sugar 
: syrups, n.e.i.) agreed to. 
- Item 32— 


Molasses, free. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
111.12].—Before we pass this item I 
‘would like to know whether any molasses 
are imported ? 
- Senator  Russerz.— We imported 
£19,000 of molasses from Fiji last year. 
Senator PRATTEN.—The fact that 
we are importing molasses while, as [ am 
“informed, molasses are going to waste in 
Queensland, owing to the expense of get- 
ting it to the markets where it could be 
used, raises a doubt as to whether we 
should agree to this item; but probably 
Senator Orawford could give the Com- 
mittee some information on the point. 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
“{11.13].—For a number of years it has 
been the practice of the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company to import considerable 
quantities of molasses from Fiji—the cash 
yalue of this molasses may not actually be 
great, but the quantity is considerable— 
and use them in their New South Wales 
distillery for the manufacture of methy- 
lated and other spirits. During the war 
a great many of our establishments were 
assisted to keep going by reason of the 
fect that the Bundaberg distillery and the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company’s dis- 


tillery, at Sydney, were producing vari-’ 


ous forms of commercial spirits. How- 
ever, | doubt whether the imposition of 
a duty would tend to the utilization of 
the molasses, which, unfortunately, are 
at present going to waste in Queensland 
because of the very low price at which 
the products derived from it have to 
be sold in Australia in competition with 
imports. Of course, the’ position was 
somewhat different during the war, and 
still is, but I can assure senators that the 
question of applying the whole of the 
molasses output of the Queensland mills 
to some use is not escaping the attention 
of those engaged in the sugar industry. 
While the imposition of a duty would not 
assist that industry at the present time 
it would probably have the effect of in- 
creasing the price of methylated spirit 
and the spirits used for chemical prepara- 
tions, 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 


[11.17].—I do not know whether Senator 
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.ery for a duty is raised. What advani 


Pratten has not the protecuedial mic: 
to almost a_ self-destructive pol. 
Molasses has been found to be very se 
ful for stock-feeding purposes, yet 
some parts of Western Australia it 1 
almost unprocurable, even at a pric 
which is over £20 per ton, Yet the ho 
orable senator wants to put a ae 01 
it. 
Senator Crawrorp.—There is no am 
ket for molasses for stock-feeding ae! 
poses except during a drought. — 
Senator LY NCH.—Even when there} is. 
no drought the graziers are asked to pay. 
£2 10s. per 2-cwt. cask for it, and eve: 
when they are willing to pay this pric 
they cannot get it. Yet this msane 


age can be derived by placing a duty o1 
a commodity which cannot be supplied, 
although those who require it are willing 
to pay cash for it? : 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[11.18].—I am surprised at the inability 
of Senator Lynch to look all around this 
question. I am as fully aware as he is of 
the value and necessity of molasses for 
feeding stock in times of drought. — “My 
previous remarks upon this subject were 
directed to an inquiry from Senator Craw- 
ford as to the position in Queensland, and 
as a result of that inquiry we have been 
informed that considerable quantities of 
molasses go to waste in that State. But 
I now know that an effort is now being 
made to utilize what has bie? been a 
waste material. 


Senator Crawrorp.—A considerable ey 
quantity of molasses is now being used in 
the Commonwealth Acetate of Lime Fac- 
tory in Brisbane. 


Senator PRATTEN. — Quite ‘so. 
Another inquiry has elicited the fact that 
in the last financial year Australia im- 

ported £19,000 worth of molasses. Thus, 
hile we are importing molasses from a 
black-labour country, we are also wasting © 
molasses in Queensland. My only reason — 
for speaking upon this item was because 
I thought it was a matter we might dis- 
cuss fully, and with all due deference to ~ 
Senator Lynch I believe that the little — 
discussion we have had already has elicited 
some facts of which many honorable — 
senators were not cognisant. I would — 
ae vour a small duty on Bs Bayh 


BS 


of molasses in Queensland. If the by- 
products of the industry can be sold at 
_ reasonable prices the result must be to 
lower the manufacturing cost of sugar, 
and its price to the consumer. | 

Senator Lyncu.—It has not been estab- 
lished that molasses is being wasted in 
Queensland. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Senator Craw- 


oe molasses in the market at £20 per ton. 
Senator PRATTEN.—I do not know 


anything about that. I do know that 
when in New South Wales molasses has 
been required for the feeding of stock 
_ the price has been more like £3 per ton 
free on rail plus packages than £20 per 
be tO, 
- Senator Crawrorp.—The Queensland 
mills would be very glad to get £1 per 
wy ton for it. 
3 Senator PRATTEN.—I am unable to 
_ gay whether my honorable friend from 
the cinderella State has been mis- 
- informed, or whether there is something 
_ going on over there in connexion with the 
gale of molasses that 1s wrong. 


Senator Draxn-Brockman.—We are 
_ at the mercy of the rest of Australia in 
_ that regard as we are in connexion with 
- most other matters. 


-- Senator Crawrorp.—The honorable 
‘senator should know that molasses is 
obtained from sugar beet as well as from 
sugar cane. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Senator Craw- 
ford has said that steps are being taken 
‘to utilize molasses in Queensland, and 
as I initiated the discussion in order to 
obtain information, I am content to let 
the item go. 

Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
_ [11.23].—The real difficulty in the utih- 
zation of molasses is the high cost of 
transport, combined with the high cost of 
containers, which have, of course, to be 
returned empty to the different sugar 
ports. 


3 Prarcy.——To obviate that 
_ difficulty we had to get a steamer specially 
fitted up with tanks. | 

- Senator CRAWFORD.—Molasses is 
ported from Fiji in a tank steamer 


ui a Customs Tarif -—- [29 Juny, \1921.] 
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specially built for the purpose. It is” 
moored alongside the sugar mill wharfs, — 
the molasses is poured into the tanks, and — 
when the vessel arrives at Sydney it is 


pumped out again. 
which the molasses that is at present 


The only way in ~ 


going to waste in Queensland can be pro- 


fitably utilized is by establishing dis- 


tilleries in the sugar districts, and that 


requires considerable capital. It was 
found impracticable to raise the necessary 
capital for that purpose during the war 
when there was a good market for methy- 
lated spirits and other products of 
molasses. I can assure honorable sena- 
tors that it is not due to any lack of con- 
sideration of the matter by those engaged 
in the sugar industry that a profitable 
use has not so far been found for 
molasses. a 

Senator Lyncu.—What do they do with 
it in Queensland. Do they pump it into 
the rivers? 

Senator CRAWFORD.—No, it is used 
chiefly as a fuel, of which very large 
quantities are required in the process of 
the manufacture of sugar. 

Item agreed to. 


DIVISION IV.—AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
AND GROCERIES. 


Item 33— 


Animal foods n.e.i. per cental, 2s. 


Senator Gururiz.—l should like some 


information as to the foods which are 


covered by this item. 


Senator RUSSELL 
Executive Council) 


(Victoria—Vice- 


[11.26]._The item: covers medicinal — 
foods used for stock. 
Senator GurTurim.— Which 


made here? 


can be | 


Senator RUSSELL.---Yes. It does not — 
refer to chaff and oats and other foods — 


of that description. The foods included 
in the item are by-products resulting froin — 
sometimes ey 
The importations — 
are negligible, and have no effect upon 
No increase — 
is contemplated in the duty. The item — 

Ceycke 


the treatment 
mixed with molasses. 


of grain) 


the Australian production. 


is not separately referred to in the ex- 
port statistics. The exports for 1918-19 
were valued at £13,000. Nea 

Item agreed to. . 


byky 


: 


ty Sheep, per head, British, 28.5 inter- 
Ni Mediate, 28.5 general, 2s, 
(8) Pigs, per head, British, 5s.; inter- 


mediate, 5s.; general, Bs, 

fe) Horned cattle, per head, British, 10s.; 
ASN Si intermediate, 10s. ; ‘general, 10s, 
(0) Horses, per head, British, 10s. ; ; inter- 
ONS “mediate, 10s. ; ‘general, 10s. 


Ruator GUTHRIE (Victoria) (11. 28]. 
1 am against these duties, because they 
are of no use to the producers of Aus- 
tralia. We import sheep, pigs, and 
: cattle, chiefly: from New Zealand, and only 
Im times of severe drought, when there 
is an insufficient supply of edible meat in 
Australia to meet the requirements of the 
‘ people. The only effect of the duty in 
‘such cases is to increase the cost of meat 
to the consumer to the extent of the duty 
charged, and at a time when local prices 
are: at a very inflated level.. During the 
1914 drought, when I sold my own Corrie- 
dale wethers, at as high as £5 per head, I 
also. imported sheep from New Z ealand. 
The price to which I have referred was 
an exorbitant price for the food of the 
- people. 
Senator Draxr-Brockman.—Was the 
. honorable senator profiteering ? 
Senator GUTHRIE. —WNo; I sold the 
wethers ‘I have referred to by public 
auction at Newmarket. I was not re- 
sponsible for the price they brought, and 
ad would have accepted £2 per head 
had that been the last bid. 
that year I imported several thousand 
head of fat sheep, which I obtained from 
New Zealand at from 35s. to £2 per 
head; and, after paying 7s. freight and 
Os, duty, T made a small profit on them, 
bu brought meat into the Victorian 
market when it was very much needed. 


a Thi 


a to increase, the price of meat 
) oe at crite when it is 


o are ig beet is eae sold at from 
6d. to 35s. per 100 lbs., and mutton 


hes bitant prices which the people are being 
a charged. by the retailers. Meat prices are 


Tn * 


uty is absolutely useless, and only> 


; mitted that they come in free. 


leads to an improvement in our § 


per lb. ; and yet, think of the exor- 


1914- 15, 6,140, alee at. 
1915-16, 6,597, valued at 
1616-17, 3,809, valued at £ 
1917-18, 11419, valued ain a4 
1918-19, 60%, valined:, hy SA. 


one mbjeck upon which I can. ee with bs 


Mov e-— 1) 


That the House of Rapes ves” 
quested to make sub-item (a), shee 


Senator RUSSELL- (Victo: ‘ 
President of the Executive © 
[11.32].—A certain amount of rey 
derived from the importation of anim 
but stock imported for stud purp 
admitted free; therefore, this item 
to only importations for ecommercia ‘pu 
poses. “1 do not know of any ti 
Australia, as a whole, has been subject to 
drought which has created a ie 
cattle and sheep. : 


a econ drought. | 
Senator RUSSELL. Ri iat : 


simultaneously suffering from d ought a 
For the protection of. Australian fic 

and herds, imported stock ig subject 
spection and quargntine, in order 
vent ate introdi{etion of ays 7 


by the revenue teed feouh esa: 
Senator Gururim.— —Are there "tot qt 
antine charges ? ae 


Senator RUSSELL. = Yee 


£2 000 or £3 000 each, are qu ast 

for a short period. * 
Senator Gururre.—The: eee 

ported from New- Zealand were es 


any reas although Th 
number of charges. 


Senator RUSSELL.—If there. hes be 
any suspicion that the sheep were no 
clean, they would have been quar timed. 
I was referring to valuable stocks 1 
from. England. 


Senator Gururm.—But haw ak 
stock, and the Minister has already 


Senator RUSSELL,—Yes, bate 


The importations of sheep have bee 
1913, 8,448 head, valued at £28 


1919-20, 269, valued ati £6, 1258. 


re og a 


ator Prarren.—F Tom what coun- 


were they imported? — 

nator RUSSELL.—Most of the 
» Imported came from New Zealand. 
919-20, two were imported from 


13 from New Zealand, valued at 
‘£2,860. 

an Sen tor Gurariz.—t do not think any 
beef has ever been imported, but mutton 
been. The other stock is for stud pur- 
oses, and is imported from Great Bri- 
tain, New Zealand, and occasionally 
fe Malocica, Fs 

enator RUSSELL.—I think Aus- 
lia can grow all its own mutton. 
' Senator Gururm—Not in drought 
years. In 1902-3, mutton was so scarce 
hat the people were eating skeletons. 
__ Senator RUSSELL.—Only in time of 
drought does the consumer’ get cheap 
meat. In 1913, because of drought condi- 
tions, there was a record export of mut- 
ton from Victoria. 
Senator . Gururm—There was no 

drought in 1913, but there was in 1914-15. 

_ Senator RUSSELL.—Whenever a dry 
- season threatens, the market quickens, and 
the consumer gets a chance. Where there 
sa possibility of drought, stock is rushed 
to the market. Where there is a good 
season, the stock are kept in the country. 
‘Senator Gururrme.—The Minister has 
overlooked the period between 
threatened drought and the good season. 
t ‘is during the actual drought, when 
_ there is no meat worth eating, that some 
_ has to be imported. ; : 
_. Senator RUSSELI™M It is not worth 
_ while keeping sheep on drought-stricken 
country, and that is avoided by exporting 
a large proportion of the sheep. 

Senator Gururiz—Do not forget that 
we lost 15,000,000 sheep in the last 
drought. 
& Senator RUSSHLL.—In 1913-14 the 
number of sheep imported from the 
United Kingdom was twenty-seven, and 


ar thirty-three were imported, valued 
£143, From New Zealand there were 
ported that\year thirty-three sheep, 
alued at £109, and later on the number 
mported in the various years was 18, 21, 

and 19. They were probably all stud 
not desire to unnecessarily 


1924.) 


t Britain, and were valued at £15, 


the: 


, how they can be reconciled. 
their value was £130. The following 


our to’ convey to the honorable senato 


_ Executive Council (Senator Russell) has 


Senator Gururm.—I do not think that 
the honorable gentleman understands the 
position at all. I am a grower of sheep, 


and while the Tariff will protect me it 
will increase the price of meat to the f 


) 


people of Australia at a time when its 
price will be already too high. ey 
Senator RUSSELL.—That may be s 
But, speaking generally, it is possible at 
all times to get plenty of meat from some 
part or other of Australia. / ie 
Senator Gururtm.—That is just where 
the honorable senator is entirely | 
In 1913, and again in 1915, 


wrong. — 
during the ee 
prevalence of drought, the people could 


not get meat. 
bone. 1 aes 
Senator RUSSELL.— After all the duty — 
is purely a revenue duty. Re 
‘Senator Duncan.Upon the Minister’s 
own showing there is not much revenue 
derived from it. | Peres 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[11.43].—In the discussion of the vari- 
ous items contained in the schedule to 
this Bill the Committee should be guided — 
at all events partially by pronouncements — 
from specialists. We all know that Sena- ie 
tor Crawford is a specialist in connexion — 
with the sugar industry afd its sub- 
sidiary industries. We know, too, that 
upon matters relating to stock and wool — 
Senator Guthrie is a specialist by virtue, — 
not merely of the position which he holds, © 
but of hig life-long experience. _ Conse- 
quently, I think that the Committee _ 
should pay some attention to his “state- — 
ments in regard to these duties. He has 
stated that the proposed duties will be of — 
no assistance to the primary producer, 
whilst their abolition may possibly be e 
value to the consumer. He has pointed | 
out that if they remain in force they 
will be prejudicial to the interests of 
consumer in time of drought. 
Senator Brnny.—Are not those state- 
ments.rather inconsistent? I do not se 


Senator PRATTEN.—TI shall en 


They were eating skin and — 


impression which I gained from Senato 
Guthrie’s speech. The honorable sen 
informed us that these duties will 
no assistance whatever to our pri 
producers—that they are merely so m 
camouflage. The Vice-President of | 


¥ 
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shown that, in good years, there are prac- 
tically no importations of sheep into Aus- 
tralia, with the exception of stud stock, 
which are admitted free. It has been fur- 


ther demonstrated that there have been 


considerable importations for food in 
periods when meat was scarce and dear. 
Clearly these importations were made for 
the meat-eaters of this country, and they 
certainly tended to relieve the local mar- 
ket. 

‘Senator Russety.—In what year was 
that? 

Senator Guturim.—I imported some 
thousands from New Zealand in 1913-14. 

Senator Russerzr.—There were only 
about 6,000 imported during that year. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Senator Guthrie 
has referred to two periods, namely, 1902 
and 1914-15, when disastrous droughts 
were experienced in Australia, and when 
meat was dear, and almost unobtainable. 
Tt is inevitable that simliar periods will 
pe experienced again. Let us suppose that 
at such a time New Zealand is, figura- 
tively speaking, overflowing with “milk 
and honey. Let us assume that the grass 
there is green, that water is plentiful, and 
that the lambs are fat. In such circum- 
stances is it not reasonable to suppose 
that these duties will be passed on to the 
consumer? Iam merely putting the posi- 
tion as I view it. I am not an expert 
upon this matter, and I do not possess the 
technical knowledge which is possessed by 
Senator Guthrie, but I am inclined to 
accept his statements as a true reflex of 
the views that are generally held by our 
primary producers. 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [11. 49]. 
—-I am afraid that Senator Guthrie is 
making rather too much ‘of this matter. 
Of course, I can understand an honorable 
senator who sees a possibility of helping 
the consumer taking up a very strong 
stand upon any item. My own impres- 
Sion is that if the duty upon sheep be 
abolished the consumer will not be as- 
sisted one iota. Striking an average, that 
duty does not represent more than a farth- 
ing per lb. According to Senator 
Guthrie’s own statement, although stock 
Im Australia to-day are being sold at very 
low prices, the consumer is still being 
obliged to pay very high prices for his 
meat. That statement knocks the honor- 
able senator's argument to pieces. 
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even the biggest drought period, because 


are Mow. yet one has to pay the hh 
a pen price for a pee of meat. 


boc exploited. 
Senator PAYNE.—And we ie | 
exploited in the same way even at w 
remove this duty. | 
Senator Gururiz.—tThis is not a big 
question, but to a man who is familial 
with the position this duty appears to - be 
a stupid one. It is of no use to the pro- 
ducer, and, if anything, is inimical to th 
interests of the consumer. In the yea 
to which I have already referred many 
thousands of fat shep would have been 
brought from New Zealand but for the 
duty of 2s. 
Senator PAYNE.—The duty o on ‘sheop 
must produce some revenue. 
Senator Draxr-Brockman.—lIt pro 
duces very little. In 1914 it yielded only 
£217, and no revenue has been obtained — 
from it since then. | 
Senator PAYNE.—I am taking up ‘ 
this attitude, not. merely in the interests 
of the producers, but because I think it | 
folly to allow sheep. to come in free when 
we know that by removing the duty we 
shall not benefit the consumer. The Go 
vernment require every pound they ean 
get by way of revenue. . . 
many Tariff items huge sacrifices of re- 
venue are being made, and, even if this 
item yields only £200 a year, I think it 
should be retained, | y 


the removal of this duty would tit him 
no relief. “ 
Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) fan. 53]. 
-—I would not take up the time of the 
Pore in ceo ne this question, but 


fattener, and can fatten sheep pees: 


I have partially irrigated lucerne. But 
why should I be able to charge people 
who are already paying too much 
for meat an extra 2s. per sheep be- 
cause of the existence of this stupid 
duty, which is designed, perhaps, 
to prevent sheep being brought in 
from New Zealand, a country where ie 
ey is unknown and Lise: the e 


iu 


ns Pari 


se 
ms 


every. igeur a huge surplus of fat ce 
In the year to which I have referred, but 
for this duty many thousands more sheep 
_ would have been brought from Dunedin 
to Melbourne, and the price of prime 
mutton to the people would thus have 
been reduced at least a little. I maintain, 
as a fattener of stock, that the duty is of 
_ no value, and I trust the Minister will 
_ agree to request the House of Represen- 
- tatives to remove it. | 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
_ [11.55].—Theoretically, Protectionists do 
not favour revenue duties, since they are 
inconsistent with the policy of Protec- 
-, tion, but we must not forget that our 
enormous war expenditure renders it 
' urgently necessary that we should obtain 
as much revenue as aay A duty 
- amounting to, perhaps, 2s. 6d. per Ib. 
- has been imposed on tobacco, so that, to 
_ be consistent, honorable senators who sup- 
port the removal of this duty on the 
ground that they desire to benefit the 
consumer should have asked for the re- 
_ moval of the duty on tobacco. I claim 
to be a strong Protectionist, and there 
- are in the Tariff at least 100 items which, 
asa Protectionist, I could not in ordinary 
__-¢ircumstances support: but, recognising 
_ that revenue must be raised en in this 
or some other way, I feel bound to accept 
them. There are in the Tariff many 
items similar to that now under considera- 
tion the duties on which yield very little 
_ revenue, but the aggregate return from 
them is considerable, so that if the whole 
of those duties were removed we should 
have to increase taxation in some other 
direction. I do not claim to be a sheep 
expert, but I have heard that the 
- majority of the sheep in New Zealand are 
the Corriedale type. 
Senator Gururie.—tI wish they were. 
ag ‘There are not more than 3 per cent. 
_ About 2 per cent. are merinoes, and the 
rest are all British breeds. 


Senator RUSSELL.—1 understand that 
ane sheep that are brought here from New 


very well, but revert quickly to type. 
_ Senator Guturim.—That is not so. 
Senator RUSSELL.—This is not a 
national question, but I hope we shall not 
ave the same demand made in respect 
- other Even the revenue from ich 


oe oer, 1020) 


Zealand for breeding purposes do not do- 


Bi 


is relatively small. 


Yar. 


tf 10657 


dec ran 


if every duty that : 


yields only a small amount of revenue — 


were removed the total loss to the Trea- 


sury would be very considerable, and we — 
should have to make good that loss by — 


taxation in other directions. All the 
animals imported into Australia have to 
undergo a period of quarantine, and that 
involves the Government in considerable 
expenditure. 

Senator Gururite.—No quarantine is” 


imposed in respect of sheep from N ew 


Zealand. 


Senator RUSSELL.—Very well. I 
hope that whatever may be the decision 
of honorable senators in this case they 
will not request that every duty on com- 


modities that are not made in Australia. 
shall be removed. I have often voted to 


put such commodities on the free list, but 
owing to the urgent need of revenue lL 
must now vote for the imposition of duties 
on them. 


Senator REID (Queensland) [11.58]. 
—When Senator Guthrie rose to draw 
attention to this question I was about to 
ask the Minister (Senator Russell) why 
a duty on sheep had been imposed. I 
come from a State where there are mil- 
lions of sheep and cattle, and I am con- 
vinced that this item will not be of any 
benefit to the industry. Senator Guthrie, 
who speaks as one who knows, has clearly 
shown that a duty of this kind is not 
calculated to encourage breeding or to 
improve our stock. The imposition of 
such a duty, suggesting as it does that 
we are trying to keep stock out of the 
country, is a rather bad advertisement 
for Australia. 
ing of this sub-item on the free list. As 
to the supply of fat: stock on the market, 2 


we must not lose sight of the fact that 


with better railway facilities there would 
have been no shortage during previous 
droughts. 


are produced, and if during the last 
drought there had been reasonable rail- 
way facilities’ stock could Pes. been: 
brought from those districts ‘the 
southen markets. As it was, thay. could 
not be travelled because of the long stages’ 
without water. Since then our railway. 
facilities have been improved, and de, do. 
not think we shall suffer in future. as 
much as we » have done. In the arn 


I shall support the plac- 
As” 


There are parts of Queensland | 
where enormous quantities of fat stock 


Naas 


s _Sustoms Davitt 


‘moved. I do not know to what 
he will benefit, because, after all, those 
who import fat sheep will get the price 
‘prevailing for mutton in. Australia. 

_ Senator Sanior.—But that price would 
: be plus this duty. 
Senator REID, —That is so. The Min- 
ister (Senator Russell) has emphasized 
the fact that the revenue raised from the 
‘duty imposed in connexion with the im- 
‘portation of stock has helped to pay 
quarantine expenses. According to Sena- 
‘tor Guthrie, it was only during the 
1914-15 drought that sheep were imported 
from New Zealand, and the Customs re- 
venue raised from ‘that source was prac- 
tically negligible. Apparently, it will be 
only during drought periods that the Go- 
vernment will derive revenue under this 
item; and, seeing that the effect. of the 
duty will obviously be to add a little to 
the price of meat during periods of 
scarcity, | think the imposition might 
well be wiped out. 

_ Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [12.2].— 
I shall stand by the item as it appears 
in the schedule. From what Senator 
Guthrie has said, sheep are only occa- 
sionally imported from New Zealand; and 
the effect of the duty imposed, when the 
stock is put up for auction, is so slight 
as not to influence the price. 

‘Senator Gururim.—lIf the duty had not 
been imposed, I can only say that I and 
other importers would have secured thou- 
‘sands more sheep from New Zealand, and 
would have given the people more and 
better- quality meat at a more reasonable 
price than they were paying at the time. 


‘Senator ELLIOTT.—A New Zealand 
‘sheep. averages about 60 lbs. The addi- 
tion of 2s. per head by way of duty would 
make: very hittle difference to the retail 

ice per pound, and surely would have 
influence upon ‘the activities’ of 
importers. 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 
[12.4].—Bearing in mind the extent of 
the eee raising industry in Aus- 


“Why this sudden spasm. on 


oe of the reaped to. ralse a few 


: spa 


1 Ae consumer thie due shoud be re- 
extent, 


ioe high rates of duty, my attitude 


Sonar Gees Nee it 
ing-stock of Australia. a 


Senator LYN CH. Wp on refer 


first imposed under the schedule | 
year. I admit that it 1s ridiculo 
me to quote from the particular. 
were then made available to mem 
Parliament; but, since nothing 
kind has been provided to-day, - 
mention that the importations in : 
were 161. head of horned cattle, 1 
sheep, 24 pigs, and 426 horses. : 
totals are, of course, too’ trivial | to | 
worth considering as a means of r% 
revenue by way * duty. Applied to t 
number of sheep imported during the 
year in. question, the duty would 
roughly, equivalent to 10 per cent., 
upon the .total number ‘of horses 
ported, equal to about 3 per cent. © 
any one say that those rates are | 
to protect and encourage the raising of 
sheep and horses in Australia? Do shee 
farmers and horse-breeders want any such 
encouragement? Do they need any © 
toms protection whatever? This item ig 
only so much surplusage, and should 
wiped off the schedule. Tt affords 
tection where none is sought, and 
poses a penalty in times. when atl 
impositions mean additional hardship. 


tention to cota from cee ; 
substantial item in the schedule exe 


of luxuries. I appeal to tones saa 
tors to assist in framing a. schedule 
which will stand as a credit to the 
Federal Parliament. When the oppor- 


tective duties I shall, where. ag 

wanted, give my hearty assistance 1 , 
eran But the cattle and sheep 
raisers of Australia can hold their own, 
without assistance, against all compet 
tion. They do not ask to be sheltered 
behind a Tariff schedule so that they may 
grow fat and lazy. When people appeal 


that they are not entitled to excessive 
protection. Let them have such a fai 
measure of encouragement as will insure 
suceess for their industry, at the same 
pane, joe babes Praia waneore! fo 


; ate "RUSSELL Mee hee 
resident of the Executive Council) 
12.10].—Senator Lynch assumes that the 
Government are imposing this duty on 
the protective principle, but the first 
words thai fell from my lips were that 
the principal object of this and a num- 
ber of other similar duties was to raise 
revenue. I do not say that the loss of 
revenue involved in’ this item will ruin 
_ the Commonwealth, but I emphasize the 
fact that if, throughout this schedule, we 
adopted the principle—which I believe i in, 
and would gladly vote to carry out if it 
could be applied—that no article which 
 eannot be manufactured in Australia 
ought to be dutiable, we should be up 
against a number of unforeseen conse- 
quences. I admit that, under true Pro- 
tection, such articles should be as free as 
air, and that ‘the protection on the natural 
key industries of Australia should be high. 
_ That is the theory, but the Committee 
must remember that this is not purely a 
protective schedule. We have to keep our 
eye on the revenue, and if the Committee 
picked out a number of little items which 
bear duties running from 2 to 5 per cent., 


“venue, and delete them, they syould re- 
duce the Treasurer’s Budget ie £2,000,000 
- oer £3,000,000. Then we should be up 
ei against the necessity of taxing the com- 
- munity to make up the deficit—the most 
Pe unpopular thing that we could. possibly 
do. 

Senator Rum—How much revenue 
Rave we received from this source ‘during 
af _ the last ten years? - 


Senator RUSSELL. Sa Ngt much; but 
- we have distributed small duties over a 

aumber of articles which, in normal times, 
would not be taxed. ‘The Committee must 
_ keep in mind the fact that the Govern- 
ment must raise, by one means or another, 
sy eS certain amount of revenue. It is not 
a worth the while of the Committee to 


existed pe twenty or thirty years. I 


wv J 


leave the matter to the judgment of the 
ee Committee, but I hope the principle of 
Nie duction or abolition will not be gene- 
_ rally applied, because it will parioualy re- 


Goa Honorable senators eee woul 
not claim that tobacco was a great luxury, - 
yet we have put on it a heavy duty, which 
must be borne by the working men of 
Australia. We do not produce tobacco” 
leaf in Australia in sufficient quantities 
for good smoking, so that Senator 
Guthrie’s principle is not applied to that 
item. To be consistent, the honorable. 
senator should advocate the reduction of 
the charges on tobacco by about 5s. per. 
th, Where should we end if we. started 
on that principle? I quite see the force 
of the theoretical principle, but we can- 
not afford to adopt it.’ I urge the Com- 
mittee not to cut the revenue tog low, 
because we require a considerable amount 
to carry on the government of the. Com- 
monwealth. 

‘Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[12.14]—The Minister appeals to the 
Committee not to cut down too many 
revenue duties, because otherwise the 
revenue from the Tariff ‘will fall con- 
siderably short of the Comune es 
requirements. The only action taken so 
far by the Committee is in the directio 
of raising duties. _ We have as 
another place to do so if e 
directions, in one very consideyal 
effect of raising the duties on fo 
lager beer, if the importations keep 
to the average of the years ee t 


of 


alone of from £50,000 to £100 1000 io th 
year. ve 

Senator Russexri.—lf ‘ee in 
Baas on pee ig nese it will 


passing alietots ‘to items whicl he 
jon been goal: with. | 
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us assume, to be on the safe side, that the 
effect. of ‘the tiprenbe whieh the (Com: 
mittee has already requested another 
place to make, will be to swell the re- 
venue approximately by £50,000, entirely 
from foreign ‘beers. The duty on animals, 
which we want to abolish, and which the 
Minister appeals to us to retain for re- 
venue purposes, will not amount, in any 
one year, on his own showing, on the 
average importations which have taken 
place, to more than about £1,000. 

Senator Russeti.—The Bone is not 
important to me at all, but I am worry- 
ing about the general application of the 
principle of admitting free all articles 
that we do not produce in Australia. 

Senator PRATTEN-?-I admit it. I 
was merely replying to the Munister’s 
appeal to the Committee to retain. the 
duty for revenue purposes. It is clear 
that, already, the receipts from the Tarif, 
if our requests are accepted, will be con- 
siderably more than the Government an- 
ticipated. We have, therefore, an ample 
margin for a reduction on some of’ what 
Senator Guthrie has described as stupid 
duties. 

Question—That the request (Senator 
Gurmerin’s) be agreed to—put. 

The Committee divided. 


Byes 12 
oes 9 
Majority . 3 
 Ayms. 
‘Benny, B. Reid, M. 
Buzacott, R, Senior, W 


Drake-Brockman, E. A. Vardon, EK, C, 


Glasgow, Sir Thomas | Wilson, R. V. 

Guthrie, J. F. 

Lynch, P. J. Teller: 

Pratten, H, E. Duncan, W. L. 
NOEs. 

Balk, T. a K. Payne, H. J. M. 

Bolton, W. K. Pearce, G. F, 

Earle, J. | Russell, E. J. 

Elliott, H. E. Teller: 

Henderson, G. de Largie, H. 

| : Parr. 

Gardiner, A. Millen, E. D 


- Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Request agreed to. 
| Senator Gururm—lI desire to move 
that a ‘similar request be made in refer- 
ence to pigs, horned cattle, and horses. 
. Senator Russeri.— We shall accept the 
verdict of the vote taken, which we hold 
4 appt to the lot. | 


_[eenare. a 


Reanest (by Senntas Gurwate) ag ae 
ae Dae 
That the House of Representatitee tien 
quested to make sub-items (B), (°), ce (D 
free. a 
Item agreed to subject to request, 
Item 35 (Annatto). | 
Senator RUSSELL (Victor ie 
President of the Executive Council 
[12.24]—Annatto is vegetable dye, use 
chiefly for the purpose of colouring chees 
and butter, and is the product of a plane 
cultivated in the West Indies. _ 
Item agreed to. 
Item 36 (Arrowroot). 
Senator PRATTEN (New Sail Wales): 
[12.25 |.—Will the Minister give us some 
idea of the importations of arrowroot 1 
recent years from overseas ¢ 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Oouneil) 
[42.26]—The importations of arrowroot 
were—10,860 lbs. in 1913, 19,680 lbs. im 
1914-15, 136,493 Ibs. in 1915- 16, 97,563 
Ibs, in 1926- ‘1, 99,425 lbs. in 1917-18, 
1,689 lbs. in 1918- 19, and 4,859 lbs. 
1919-20. The value of these casporaad 
was—£230 in 1913, £266 in 1914-15, 
£1,722 in 1915-16, £1 363 in 1916- 17, ie 
£1,529 in 1917-18, £88 in 1918- 19, and 
£959 in 1919-20. ‘Arrowredt is grown in. 
Australia, chiefly in Queensland, and the 
figures refer to the root as taken out of 
the ground, not the prepared root ready 
foruse. The Australian production was— — 
10,823,680 lbs. in 1913-14, 7, 257, 600 Ibs. 
in 1914- 15, 4,856,320 lbs. im’ 1915. 16, : 
8,180,480 Ibs. in 1916- 17, 9,101,120 lbs. in 
1917- 18, and in 1918-19, the last year for 
ge T have figures, it was 19 429 160 
8 
Senator Prarren.—Do the figures. re- 
present the production of Queensland? 
Senator RUSSELL.—They represent 
the production in Australia, but mostly — 
in Queensland, and they show a very fine — 
development over that period of years. 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) — 
[12.27]—The figures must be extremely — 
satisfactory to the arrowroot-growers of — 
Queensland, and are conclusive evidence 
that the proposed duty should stand. geP: 
Item agreed to. 
Item 37 ((Bacon and ham. se 
Senator PRATTE!T (New South Wales) ea: 
[12.28]—We now come to one,of the 
duties, of which there are many, that | 
think can be described as Mayes that pine 


Mt 
See YiN ft Newt apy 
Customs Tariff 


“3s to say, the development. of the industry 
has been such that, practically, duties do 
not apply. The bacon and ham industry 
in Australia in recent years has attained 
_ such dimensions that I. believe the home 
market is already supplied, and there 1s 
considerable export trade, largely, again, 
- from Queensland. J regard such duties 
_ as these as purely nominal, having no 
_ effect on the cost of the commodity, and 
no protective effect. 
_. Senator Botron.—Then why not re- 
_ move this duty? We have decided to let 
in pigs free—why not bacon? 
_ Senator PRATTEN.—I am not pre- 
pared to support the reduction of duties 
_ which, in essence, afford some cover for 
_ the primary producer. 
Senator Russurz.—Large quantities of 
bacon used to be imported from Germany. 


Senator PRATTEN.—That was so 
before the duties were raised. This and 
‘similar duties particularly affect the pri- 
_ mary producer, and*help him as well as 

_- other people. 

_ Senator Borron.—Germany, will send 

pigs instead of bacon! 

Item agreed to. 

_ Item 38 (Biscuits). 

‘Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 

_ [12.29].—This is another of those duties 

_ which I have described as quiescent. This 
duty does not affect the price of biscuits 

in Australia; and as a result of the im- 

- position of duties in the past the industry 

is now one of which we may well be 

proud. There will always be some who 
will prefer imported biscuits, but 

_ they ‘are consumed only by those who 

think that those manufactured in Aus- 

tralia are not good enough. Generally 
speaking, the biscuit industry has been 
established in Australia by virtue of the 

- duties imposed in previous years. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 39 (Blue, laundry). 

Senator Borron.—Will the Minister 

(Senator Russell) supply the Committee 

with some. information concerning the 

_ importations of laundry blue? 

- Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—-Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
 {12.82].—The values of the importations 

 -were—1913, £3,363; 1914-15, £2,624; 
1915-16, £2,168; 1916-17, £2,090; 1917- 

48, £1,274; 1918-19, £2,742; 1919-20, 

2,387. Laundry blue is composed of 
amarine blue, bi-carbonate of soda, 


V0 1a9 Suey, io 


‘chlorine is removed from 


| duties. 
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and dextrine. The usual proportions are 
55 per cent. of ultramarine blue, 45 per 
cent of bi-carbonate of soda, and the pro- 
portion of dextrine, which merely serves 
as a binding agent, is immaterial. The 
Federal Analyst, Mr. Wilkinson, states 
that in samples of imported blue examined 
the colouring matter consists of analine 
dye. No application has been received 
for increased duties on laundry blue, and 
it is evident that the rates on the ma- 
terials will tend to increase the cost of 
manufacture in Australia. The chief 


manufacturers in the Commonwealth are 


Lewis and Whitty, and A, O. Parkin and 
Company, of Melbourne, and Reckitts 
Limited, of Sydney. Lewis and Whitty 
are making ultramarine blue, and expect 
that eventually they will be able to 
manufacture all their requirements. At 
present they make about 25 per cent. of 
what they need, and import the balance. 
The firm is in favour of the new duty 
on ultramarine blue, although at present 
it will be a handicap. Their supplies of 
bi-carbonate of soda are imported. These 
firms are producing all our requirements, 
and are also producing more of the raw 
material necessary for the manufacture 
of laundry blue. Secon: 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[12.35].—_I am glad the Minister has 
given that information. When the 
salt sodium 
remains, and from sodium we obtain soda 
ash, carbonate of soda, caustic soda, and 
bi-carbonate of soda. The major portion 
of these commodities can be produced in 
Australia, including ultramarine blue, 
A short time ago I visited Longwood, in 
South Australia, where china clay or 
kaolin-is found, and from which I saw 
a very good sample—one of the best I 
have ever handled—of ultramarine blue 
produced. This product was manufae- 
tured without.the assistance of any ex- 
tensive plant; but it was of a very satis- 
factory quality, and proved conclusively 
what can be done in Australia. We should 
by all means at our disposal encourage 
the production of raw materials required 
in local manufactures, and as these pro- 
ducts are used in connexion with the 
manufacture of laundry blue the industry 


should receive every encouragement. Foy 
these reasons I support the proposed 


¥ 


ee oy “(Broom-comn 
straw). 

Senator PRATTEN (New ce ho 
[12.43].—The duty on broom m let 
rice straw first proposed was 4s. 
tal’ on importations from Great - i 


Senator LYNCH eae Astral) 


Trade and Cuistonse (Mr. pa 
other place, it was increased to 8s 
cental because of certain represent 
by the local growers. This doubln 
the duty was agreed to because 1f was 
: sidered that all the broom millet + 
le stand the type is still ean Australia needs can be produced ° “wi 
“it will be an easy and inexpensive the Commonwealth, and the Minist 

ma ter to insert an additional column or amendment was supported by the repr 
two giving the information I desire. sentatives of the primary eat . 
When I returned from Western Australia shall support the increased duty. 
there was sufficient correspondence on Item agreed to. ny 
these ‘subjects in my letter-box ‘to Item 44 (Butter and cheese, wi 
fill a horse stall, and I appeal f ‘the agreed to. ee 


Minister, if we are to do justice ‘to Item 42— siete 
this task, to supply further particulars. Candles, tapers, and night-lights:— 
Ue realize that he is doing his utmost to (a) Wax. . A oa) Ih, rig i 
ive wu m intermediate genera 

give us all the information at his. dis (s) REL, per ib British, ida; ! 
posal; but we cannot. do justice to our enediates Ae seca aa 


work if we are compelled to give sum- 
mary decisions after endeavouring to Senator PRATTEN (New South Ww 
digest facts and figures which are being [12.45].—These duties should be car 
heaved at us, quite respectfully, I fully considered by the Committee fre 
admit, — pes some of the “amore several, angles. We ‘have, trey) gage 
important items are reached we should pte how they affect, those whouy A ch 
be supplied with the duties imposed 
in 1908, and information concerning 
the ‘effect of such impositions. 


wv 


Abo e: “all, we should be enabled to find - By the retention of the duties now ! 


out the range of duty. No one knows in 
this instance what a duty of 2d. per Ib. to aye Australian manufacturers of re 


Rossertr.—The honorable 
i outioned this matter yesterday, 
a anh. that a book had been sent 


: 4 Tae phere is grave pe: ry ei 0 
that the local manufacture of ax ca 
may be destroyed, but that the — 
manufacture of stearine candles may be 
seriously prejudiced by the importa on 

of wax candles, chiefly from Rangoon, 1 n 
Burmah, where they are made m very 
large quantities with black labour from 
a by-product of crude oil under mone 
polistic control.. During the past decade, 
the soap and candleanaking industry has 
largely developed in Australia, and a 
the present time almost all the soap and 
candies used in the Commonwealth are 
of local manufacture and made almost 

‘entirely of local products. — Therefor 

open a door to cheap Asiatic c 

te would be. a serious matters Paes 


ck —I am not in posses- 
he information eh I regard 


eng Monsdniy gk pounds, and, of 
urse, it is obvious that it is advan- 
gcous to our primary producers to have 


a demand for ee tallow. oat al- 


y case BP elonsadia Whatevar we may 
do in fixing the duties on candles, we 
Y: ‘shall not ct able to abolish the: use 
; of wax candles. But what is the position 
om which the decision of the House of 
| Representatives has placed the local 
manufacture of wax candles? What 
is the position foreed upon the manufac- 
facturers of wax candles in Australia 
through the insufficient consideration of 
this item? Im 1911 the Tariff imposed a 
duty of 1d. per Ib. on imported wax, and 
_ 2d. per lb..on imported wax candles made 
_by black labour, and the same rates were 


: ae to in the 1914 Tariff, but for 
some reason or other, possibly through 
the. oe introduced in 


and only 9d. per Tb.-on et candles made 
“by Black labour, i reducing the Pro- 


peice place, in order to Lorna fio hg. 


tralian Cou atiaal Syn ot candles who 


ita eas rs sa Dlack labour. Tf we do 
not i increase the dutty on wax: candles made 


these candles pcy into Australia & 
_ the injury of everybody. I have in my 
i hand a th ef an sel Lett ne Burmah 


tale is od. ‘per eee ane feat cannot 
id ee 


by aaa 


this prunes and T an the 
the debate progresses it will be rectified. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—V 
President of the Executive Coun 
[12.56].—The Customs returns show ¢ 
no candles have been imported from B 
mah for the past. ten years. The Mini 
for*Trade and Customs (Mr. Gree 
made a complete investigation into h 
position of wax. N fe 
manufactured outside Australia exce] 
black labour. The 


tus and I baliaed that in peel of 
quality and suitability the Australian 
candle is equal to any imported article. 
But we have to bear in mind that the 
process of extracting stearine from tallow 
also provides a quantity of glycerine 
which is so essential in munitioh making. 
Early in the recent war, when the British 
Government were seeking for glycerine 
from all parts of the world, Australia. 
sent them all the copra produced in ou 
islands. Copra contains a large percentage 
of glycerine. We also, at the request. of. 
the Imperial Government, placed an em- 
bargo on the importation of soaps and 
candles, the idea being to have these 
articles manufactured in Acanetead 
that we could secure the by-product, 
cerine, and send it to the Old Coun 
We have now an opportunity of 

ing this business, and at the’ same 
turning out a glycerine ” ‘of exce 


whelming Sabena te of the ‘alan 

we should make use of our own raw 
terials in this way is perfectly obyi 
and I hope nothing will be done to ssis 
in the importation of wax produ d by 
cheap black labour at the expense of a 
commodity which is wholly produce 


Australia under Australian labour con 
ditions, @ | 


4) BRAN 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 50 p 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) 2 
This item is worthy of discussix 
much as on the decision of Parl 
will depend to a very great ¢€ 


been in operation in Aastralie 
many years and has made 


cole we wt anal is night ig : 


ne um Customs Tariff — 
ayn on candles, it is probable that this 
industry, in which a considerable amount 
of capital is invested, will be lost to Aus- 
tralia, and those concerned in it will lose 
the money they have invested. 

Senator Draxr-Brockman.—I under- 
stand that something like £11,000,000 is 
involved. 

- Senator PAYNE.—TI do not know the 
exact amount of the capital invested in 
the industry. Senator Pratten put the 
position very clearly, but he took no defi- 
nite action. I can understand that the 
reason is that the duty to be imposed on 
paratiine wax must be taken into con- 
sideration when deciding an adequate 
duty on candles, Those who are en- 
gaged in the manufacture of wax candles 
im Australia rightly contend that their 
industry has been almost. entirely de- 
pendent on their being able to secure 
paratine wax, which can only be obtained 
in large quantities from Rangoon. The 
Vice-President of the Executive Council 
(Senator Russell) made a statement to 
the effect that we are not justified in tak- 
ing action for the protection of an indus- 
try if the basis of it is a raw material 
produced by black labour. It has to, be 
borne in mind that the candle-manufac- 
turing industry was first established in 


-Anstralia when the raw material it re- 


quired was obtainable only from coun- 
tries in which black labour is employed. 
In those countries very little attention 
has been given in the past to the manu- 
‘facture of candles. Recently noting the 
opportunities offering in Australia, 


people in those countries have had their 


attention directed to the matter, and it 
has occurred to them that a very large 
trade might be done with Australia in 
-eandles, J have no doubt that the in- 
formation given by Senator Pratten on 
this matter is absolutely correct. It goes 
‘to show that within the last fortnight a 
-eontract has been entered into for the 
-purehase of a very large supply of 
eandles, with the option of quadrupling 
/ the first, order, to be landed in Australia 
at a price which would absolutely prevent 
the Australian product being marketed at 
ja rate which would give a reasonable re- 
turn for the cost of labour involved in its 
‘manufacture. | 

| Senator Prarren.—The price quoted is 
isd. per Ib. delivered ve ae in Aus- 
Ba ee me 
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postponement of this item a) after we | 


Senator TAY Es-Yeu ‘The info 
mation qT have is in these terms:— __ 


Rangoon 16-0z. wax candles, 125 meltin 
duty paid, delivered at our store for 7 pee si 
We have taken advantage of this offer, and 
have ordered, which has been accepted, ,000 
cases of these candles at the above price, with 
the option of buying anothtr 10,000 cases: at 
the same figure. 


One cannot discuss this question pide : 
without discussing at the same time the — 


here. 


have dealt with the duty on wax. That 
is a business-like proposition to make. 
After we have considered on its merits a 
request for a reduction in the duty on the — 
raw material of this industry we shall be 
in a position, should that request be 
agreed to, to decide what would be a 
reasonable duty to impose on the manu- — 
factured article. I hope that the Min-- 
ister will consent to a postponement of.) 
this item. 


Senator Russrezrx.—I shall have no ob: 
jection to do so. I should like to make 
further inquiries into the matter myself. © 


Senator PAYNE.—If the course which - 
I suggest is not adopted, we might in- 
erease the duties on candles, and later on — 
might deal with the duty on wax in such — 
a way as to make the action taken in re- 
spect of cardles absolutely absurd. The 
two items require to be considered to- 
gether. We can discuss the whole in- 
dustry when dealing with the raw ma- 
terial, and the decision then arrived at 
should govern to a great extent the course 
to be followed by the Committee when 
dealing with the duties on candles. I do 
not know that anything is to be gained 
by a lengthy discussion on the candle in- 
dustry on this item in view of the reasons — 
I have advanced for its postponement. 


Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [2.39]. 
—Believing, as I do, in Australian goods 
for Australian people, and knowing that 
the candle-manufacturing industry em- 
ploys about 1,000 of our people under 
good conditions, and makes use of some _ 
raw products of Australia, such as tallow, 
it was my intention at this stage to move 
for an increase in the duties on candles. —_ 
But I think it would be far better if 
Senator Russell would agree to defer the 
eoneilerato8 of this item until after WO rt 


a _ Customs Tariff 


 [2.42).—The Minister (Senator Russell) 
has taken some exception to a statement 
made by me that Rangoon candles had 
been offered at 7id. per lb., delivered in 
Sydney, duty paid. In proof of my state- 
ment I submit the following letter :— 

: Sydney, 19th July, 1921. 

RANGOON CANDLES. 

Dear Sir.—Referring to our conversation re 
- Rangoon candles, we shall be glad to cable 
for your requirements for shipment to be speci- 
_ fied by you, at 74d. per lb., duty paid and de- 
- livered net, based on present rate of duty of 
2d. per Ib., net cash against documents on 
nS presentation. 

_ We shall be glad to have your instructions. 
| Yours faithfully, 

GOLLIN AND CompANy Proprietary LIMITED. 


- Senator Russriu.—lI did not challenge 
ne the honorable senator’s statement, but no 
 importations of Rangoon candles have 
_ been recorded by the Customs Department 
for more than ten years. The letter 
_ which the honorable senator has read ap- 
_ parently indicates a new move, and that 
is why I favour the postponement of the 
item to allow of further inquiry being 
made. 

Item postponed. 

Item 48— 


Coffee and chicory— 
(A) raw and kiln dried, per lb., 3d.; 
(B) roasted or ground, per lb., 6d.; 
(C) substitutes, per 1b., 6d. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[2.44|]—Some years ago I had the plea- 
sure of drinking coffee grown in Queens- 
land, and I should like some information 
as to how the duties hitherto imposed have 
operated in the encouragement of coffee 
cultivation in Australia? 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
_ [2.45].—The value of the importations 
of raw coffee in the eal seven years have 
bee Lop RES ODN 
We 1915-16, £84,348: 1916-17, £96,846 ; 1917- 
(18, £67,304; 1918-19, £95,380. No in- 
creases in respect of this item are pro- 
-._ posed, the Inter-State Commission having 
-.. reported— 

The present duties (i.e, 1908- 11 Tariff) are 
sufficient for this industry, which is capable of 
- eonsiderable development, and its failure is 
not due to the Tariff, but to the avoidable 
-eauses to which attention has been invited. 
“ihr The only efficient means of fromoting coffee 


A eultivation in Australia is, in the opinion of 
Wat the ra nena by cette apart ane areas 


ric de 1921.] ie 


Senator DUNCAN (New South Wales) 


ie 
in suitable localities and concentrating the in: 
dustry so that growers may obtain ‘the sub 
stantial benefits of co-operation. . . Tt 
is considered that the bounty of ld. per og 
which expired on 30th June last (1915), should 
be renewed 
In the 1902 Tariff the duty on cote 
raw and kiln dried, was 3d. per lb., and 
on roasted or prepared coffee 5d. per Ib, 
In the 1908 Tariff the rates were 3d. and 


a Bill | 


' 6d. respectively; the latter rates are con- 


tinued in the present schedule. The 1907 
Bounties Act provided for a bounty of 
1d. per lb. on coffee grown in Australia 
by white labour, and bounties were paid 
as follow :—1909-10, £117; 1910-11, £112; 
1911-12, £68; 1912-13, £195; 1918-14, 
£73; 1914-15, S71; 1915-16, £3. The 
period of the bounties expired on the 30th 
June, 1915. The position of the coffee- 
growing industry in Australia is set out 
in the following extract from the Com- 
monwealth Year-Book, 1918 :-— ta 


Queensland is the only State of the Com- 
monwealth in which coffee-growing has been at 
all extensively tried, and here the result has, 
up to the present time, been far from. satis- 
factory.. The total area devoted to this erop 
reached its highest point in the season of 1901- 
2, when an area of 547 acres was recorded. 
The area then continued to decline to 1907-8, 
when it was as low as 256 acres. In ‘subse- 
quent seasons the area~ fluctuated somewhat, 
but on the whole there was a downward 
tendency, and in 1917-18 only 51 acres were re- 
corded, with a yield of 16.242. Ibs. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales} 
[2.47].—We may judge from the figures 
quoted by the Minister that the duty has 
been of no value in encouraging the cul- 
tivation of coffee in Australia. That 
being so, the duty becomes purely a re- 
venue one, and the Committee should con- 
sider whether or not it should be reduced. 
Tea is admitted free of duty; coffee is an 
almost equally popular drink, and is used 
for exactly the same purpose. If the 
duties in the schedule are agreed to, we 
shall not be helping primary production, 
and there does seem to be a good ease for 
the reduction of the duty. eee 

Senator Lynon.—Or its abolition, 

Senator PRATTEN.—Or its abolition, 
if necessary. I do not wish to. impose 
unnecessarily heavy taxes upon ihe om 
sumers. 


Senator LYNCH (Western Anaad 
[2.49].—It is quite clear that the sums 
paid in bounties for coffee production did 
not exhaust the amount which pty, 


\ 


. i 


Parliament Hailed in its ache an 


‘Australia. The time has come when we 
should consider whether or not this duty 
‘should continue, having regard to the 
faet that so far itand a respectable bounty 
have failed to establish the industry. 
‘df Senator Pratten does not move for the 
abolition of the duty upon this household 
commodity, I shall do so. 


Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[2.50|.—I think that the removal of the 
duty upon coffee would inflict an imjus- 
tice upon those persons who, in the face 
of great difficulties, have persisted for 
‘years in their effort to establish the in- 
dustry of coffee production im Australia. 
The additional amount which coffee will 
cost: the people of the Commonwealth, by 
reason of the imposition of this duty, will 
be comparatively small, and the revenue 
will benefit to an equal extent. Cotfee is 
not a beverage which is in such common 
use as is tea. 


Senator Draxe-Brockman.—It is a 
luxury, and not a necessity. 
Senator CRAWFORD.—It is the 


drink of the more or less well-to-do 
people. More coffee is consumed in the 
cafés and after sumptuous lunches in 
leading hotels than is consumed in the 
houses of the poorer classes of people in 
‘Australia. The production of coffee has 
decreased because its price has not in- 


-ereased in the same ratio as has the cost. 


of production. The growing and harvest- 
ing of this commodity involves a great 
deal. of labour. Next to tea, there is 
probably. no industry in which so much 
labour is required, The production of 
coffee i is still a long way from the vanish- 
“Ing point, and I understand that in one 
district in Queensland—I refer to Bude- 
_ Mountain, which is about 70 or 80 
miles. from Brisbane—there has recently 
‘been an increase in the production of this 
article. We shall be doing a gross in- 
‘justice if we give the happy despatch to 
‘this industry by abolishing the small mea- 
sure OL ea that it at present 
‘enjoys. 
» Ser sion Lyncu.—How many growers: 
pre iere 3 in me peel 


your to establish the coffee industry in- 


disclose a production of 16,000 Ibs. 


“senators. 


au a strugeling aie in one 
remote States of the Commonweal 
Senator Prarruy _—Upon the fig 
looks as if - industry has failed. 
Clee meee The latest statisties 
coffee. The industry is still yielding a 
livelihoodto a few people in anoth 
State. I appeal to honorable senators 
allow the existing duty to stand. It is a 
small protection as compared with the 
protection which has been afforded to 
other industries which do not employ any- 
thing like the same amount of - labour. 
It is a white man’s industry, and it 1s, 
therefore, entitled to all the encourage- 
ment which will be given to it under as 
present duty. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (Western 
Australia) [2.55].—1 indorse the views 
which have been expressed by Senator 
Crawford, and I think that’ Senator 
Pratten will be acting quite consistently 
with the principles which he has laid 
down for his own guidance if he supports 
this item. I agree with him that 1 is 
from luxuries that we should derive our 
revenue. Coffee is not an absolute neces- 
sity. We can get along perfeetly well 
without it, and consequently it is an item 
from which we should receive revenue. 
If at the same time we can assist an mM- 
dustry which has been established in 
Queensland, although it is merely “a 
struggling industry; we shall be idling 
two birds with the one stone. 


Senator SENIOR (South Australie 
P57. 1 happen to have visited the 
only district in Queensland in which 
coffee is being grown, and I propose to 
relate my experiences there to honorable 
At a place called Kuranda 
there were formerly thirty coffee planters. 
At the time of my visit there was only 
one. Some hundreds of acres had been 
placed under coffee cultivation, and the 
gentleman who-was 1 in charge of the plan-_ 
tation there was good enough to show 
me the whole of the processes of coffee 
production from the picking of the — 
_ berries up to the drying, cleansing, and 
grinding of the coffee itself. He also 
showed me a photograph of a magnificent | 
exhibit which he had had at various agri- 
cultural shows. When I na ba 
had become of the Pa Taare > other 


wers who hadebeen in the district, he moved. Special efforts are bemg made 
plied that they had failed through not to induce people to settle on the land, an 
aving been granted a sufficient measure many men would be inclined to do so if 
of protection. He then went on to say they knew that in connexion with thei 
that, although splendid coffee could be industry employment, that would not’ 
grown in that locality, its production attended by any injurious effect, coul¢ 
there was unprofitable. He added, “I be found for their children. The proces 
import coffee and sell it as coffee which of picking coffee berries is very simple 
has been grown in Queensland.” If hon- and school children during their holida 
-orable senators think that this industry could be so employed with advantage t 
vequires further encouragement, by all their own health and to the improvemen 
‘means let us increase the duty upon the of the industry. Coffee is not a lux 
article. I submit, however, that coffee is —it is a more or less common beveragx 
as much a necessity with many people as and I ask the Committee to allow the dut 


‘is tea. As a matter of fact, tea 18 a -to remain. 


luxury. All the people who come from Senator LYNCH (Western Kagel 
_ Central lke and some parts of Asia [3.4].—The argument advanced 
_ are heavy cotiee drinkers, and there are Genator Drake-Brockman that coffee is 
‘igor ot them in ide nag aes luxury is completely answered by th 
1 apa Orawrorp.— oes i e eee figures quoted by Senator Russell showin, 
_ Ae aia wish to give them cheap that nearly 2,500,000 Ibs. of coffee were 
2 aval imported last year, the duty yielding a 
Senator SENIOR—I am_ surprised ei ag yl 000. Th aay ae 
- that some honorable senators should re- people engaged Oia ean 75 aed 
re 4 ie Tang «> plat «| Si eet 
gard coffee as a luxury. So far as the though it has had the advantage of both 
_ production of this commodity in Queens- , protective duty and a bounty, ‘we fin 
- Jand is concerned, the bounty has not Bean a Gi ha ata aceae cdewe We 
_ suecessful in establishing the industry. oti OR SMOW amir it ie 4 Golem 
At Kuranda, the plantation which IT 3) sone!” It is rags > a 8; 
visited had been almost destroyed. ee ae Bewsgin 
ne Oe. to say whether we should allow th 
Senator REID (Queensland) [3.0].— ‘Treasury to benefit to the extent c 
_ The statements made by Senator Senior 9900 a year by continuing this 
Ca oce regard to the Queensland coffee im- and to that extent adding to the e 
dustry are more or less correct. One of 4 very necessary household requirem 
the greatest troubles with which coffee- hile at the came. divas bane see 
_ growers have to contend 1s the cost, of diate prospect of encouraging the i 
the labour involved in picking the berries, dustry. ; Re 
the union rates making the cost almost Siciatcnm Puanew hiatal ae we 
prohibitive. This duty by no means ina a rat a haya ein 
 equalizes the difference between the cost Siruge ins ariage tit call for sesh 
of labour here and in the cheap-labour the Hotel Australia: — vans 
 gountries in which coffee is largely pro- | Senator LYNCH.—In Senator 


i 


duced. In Queensland in many cases we have a Daniel come to judgm 
 eoffee plantations, which when in full entering any humble caravanseral in 
bearing are a beautiful sight, have been Commonwealth a man is invari 
replaced by sugar farms. In urging the asked, “ Will you have coffee o 
Committee to agree to the duty as it but a visitor to the Hotel Au 
stands, I would point out that coffee- never asked that question. Wit 
_ .growing may properly be described as a 
- family industry. I know of a family, the 
members of’ which make a very good 
living by growing coffee, just -outside tor Dunean has said, to reduce thi 
sop, Mal in the south of Queens- by one-half and to set aside £15,000 
land. They grow, pick, and grind their annum to provide an annuity ; 
own berries, and put on the market a 
really excellent coffee. I do not ask that dustry. Even then we should bi 
‘the duty be increased, but there is cer- a year to the good, in so far as e 
inly no reason why it should be re- uction i i 


Ned care SUEY treat 
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dee is concerned. We are not here to 
make the Tariff a mere tax-raising device. 
Our object should be to frame a Tarift 
that will encourage industries which 
stand in need of encouragement and not 
to support any wile bat scheme for 
raising revenue without the compensating 
advantage of establishing an industry. 
That is the position in this case. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Unless coffee is a 


luxury. 
Senator LYNCH.—Senator  Drake- 
Brockman’s argument in that respect 


falls to the ground. Even in the most 
humble Psianrants in his own, State a 
man is asked whether he will have coffee 
or tea. I am sure no honorable senator 
desires to destroy an industry that has 
the least chance of succes, but it has been 
shown that this industry, although given 


every chance, is steadily declining. I. 


move— 
_ That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to make sub-item (a) free. 

Senator Sir THOMAS GLASGOW 
(Queensland) [3.8]——I support the re- 
quest made by my colleague from Queens- 
land, that the duty'as fixed by another 
place should stand. I recognise that the 
statistics which have been quoted show 
that the industry has not progressed, but 
I have to inform honorable senators that 
only recently a move has been made to 
increase the production of coffee on the 
Buderim Mountain, in Queensland. <A 
good many tropical products are grown 
in that district, and I know that coffee- 
planting there is on the increase. 

_ Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[3. 9]._I desire to know whether the sub- 
item relating to coffee and chicory could 
be dealt with separately? Chicory is 
rown in Australia, and I assume very 
‘ittle is imported. 

Senator Crawrorp.—Chicory is grown 
ery extensively on Phillip Island. If the 
soffee duty goes the chicory duty must go. 


Senator SENIOR.—South Australia 
rows sufficient chicory to meet its own 
eeds. The non-success of coffee-growing 
1 Australia hitherto is not a factor which 

applicable to chicory-growing. Unless 
ne Minister can show that some of the 
tates are importing chicory largely 


“Senator Russett.—About 99 per cent. 
the pee oo has chicory mixed 
ith It, : 


_[sunare : 


Senator SENIOR. aa 99 ee nit 
of the coffee imported arrives here in the 
green state, and i is roasted here. 
that the growing of chicory in South Aus- 
tralia is sufficiently extensive to hay 
done away with the need for the importa- 
tion of any of that product, 


the industry is prosperous. 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [3. 12]. a 
So far as I know, Tasmania has not 
grown a single coffee plant, but I cannot 


give my approval to the abolition of the 
duty upon coffee. 
to honorable senators this afternoon was 
sufficient to convince me of the wisdom of 


retaining the duty of 3d. per lb. on raw ~ 
I refer to the statement that the — 
growing of coffee on large areas has not, 
so far, proved a success in Queensland, v 
but ae it has been successful when en- 
gaged in under conditions where a family 
of growing children can be employed in 
picking the crop. I have been influenced, — 
further; by the statements of Senator Sir e 
Thomas Glasgow, that the cultivation of 
coffee is about to be considerably’ in- 
creased in a certain locality in Queens- — 
land. Anything tending to induce people — 
to go out on the land and rear families on ~ 
small holdings shall always have my sup- — 
One other consideration for the re- — 
tention of the duty is that the Common- 
wealth Treasury must have revenue. The. °, 
rate, in this instance, is not a heavy one. — 
I regard it, indeed, as quite reasonable, 
and a fair means of adding to-the revenue _ 


coffee, 


port. 


of the country. 


Senator LYNCH (Western stati im 


[3.15]—In view of the statements of 
several honorable senators, 


Thomas Glasgow, concerning the pro- 
spects of coffee-growing i in Queensland, I. 


ask leave to withdraw my requested 4 


amendment. 
Request, by leave, withdrawn. 
Item agreed to. 
Item, 44— 


Confectionery, cocoa and shooaae viz. 


(B) 

(2) ‘Cocoa mass paste or 
sweetened, per lb.,e British, 
3d.;3 intermediate, 
ral, 33d.; 


or ad val. British, 


30 per cent. ; ; intermediate, 40 Lee 
per cent.; general, 40 per cent., bee 
the 2 ie 


whichever 
higher duty, 


rate | returns 


I repeat 


I do not. 
want the duty to be removed, seeing be 


Information supplied 


slab, Re 
31d., gene- 


particularly 
those of Senator Reid aud Senator Sir 


per ton. 
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- Oustoms Tariff. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
_ [8.16].—I wish to raise the question of 


the relative incidence of sugar to-day at 
6d. per lb. as compared with its bearing 
upon previous Tariffs, when the price was 
one-third of that which has been fixed for 


the present, and to cover the next two 


years. The confectionery industry is en- 
tirely dependent for its raw material 
upon sugar, and so far as its export 1s 
concerned, it has been practically placed 
---owing to the regulations of the price of 


the raw material—upon the basis of the 


world’s parity. If the world’s parity for 


sugar is 3d. per Jb., and the Australian 
- price now, and for a long while ahead, is 


6d. per Ib., these duties do very little more 
than make up the balance. The protec- 


ae tion, therefore, is really very slight. 


Senator Crawrorp.—The present price 
of sugar in Great Britain is about £55 


Senator PRATTEN.—That is not the 
world’s parity. The price is due to the 
costly accumulated stocks in_ Great 
Britain having not yet been worked off. 
But, as for sugar grown in Cuba and 
Java 

Senator Crawrorp. — Confectionery 1s 
not made in Cuba and Java, 


Senator PRATTEN.— Whether that be 
so or not, the honorable senator must 
know that confectionery is made on the 


Continent and in America from the raw 


material grown in Cuba and Java. I 
should say that the world’s parity for 
sugar, new crop, is now about £25 per ton. 
Consequently, the world’s parity for the 
manufacturer, provided that old stocks 
are worked off, is about £25 per ton, or 
a little more than half the price that the 
Australian manufacturers have to pay. 
This industry will, therefore, be sub- 
jected to competition from America, 
Holland, and England, so far as sweets 
and chocolates and things of that 
sort are concerned. Has the Minister 
(Senator Russell) any information upon 


_ the incidence of the present control price 
of sugar in Australia on these duties? © 


Tn 1914, there was a fixed duty of 3d., or 
an ad valorem duty of 30 per cent., 
whichever was the greater. In 1920, 
there was a fixed duty of 3d., or an alter- 
native ad valorem duty of 35 per cent. 


a we It is clear that if in 1914 Australian 
manufacturers could make confectionery 
. Pe ta hha nea rs q f sy : 
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from sugar obtained at the world’s parity 
price plus the duty of £6 a ton, and will 
have to pay in 1921 as much as £45 per 
ton for sugar for manufacture, while the 
world’s parity is only £25, the incidence 
of the sugar position is that these duties 
afford very little if any protection to the 
Australian manufacturer. I know that 
Cadburys have come here, and are erect- 
ing a very fine factory at Hobart. I am 
not prepared to advocate the extra- 
ordinarily high duties which are justified 
by the present sugar position. ie 
Senator Rem.—How long will it re- 
main? That is the trouble. ae 
Senator PRATTEN.—Last night 
Senator Crawford appealed to the Com-. 
mittee to increase the duty on sugar by 
50 per cent. The Minister rightly said 
that it would be time enough to raise the 
whole question of the incidence of the 
sugar duties when the present sugar 
agreement expired, as that agreement 
practically displaces the duties provided 
in the schedule. Great Britain deliber- 
ately sacrificed her sugazsindustry for the 
sake of cultivating the subsidiary indus- 
tries based on sugar as a raw material, — 
Senator Crawrorp.—Are you suggest- 
ing that that is an example which can 
well be followed in Australia, which has 
a large tropical area? ee 
Senator PRATTEN.—I am not sug- 
gesting anything. I am putting the facts 
of the position as I see them. If manu- 
facturers of confectionery and sweets in 
other countries are able during the next 
eighteen months, which is, roughly, the 
currency of the sugar agreement, to ge’ 
raw sugar for manufacture for export t 
Australia at about £20, or even £25 pe 
ton, and the local manufacturer has t 
pay £45 a ton for sugar to be made ing 
manufactures for consumption withi 
the Commonwealth, these duties are nm 
protection, and approximately only mak 
up the difference. Sauce cy aa 
Senator Pzarcs—tIs that why Caq 
burys came here? CA ae 
Senator PRATTEN.—I believe th 
temporary sugar arrangement was 1 
taken into 1 : 


consideration when # \0 ; 
British manufacturerg came to Australi 
If they had been certain that they wou 


always have to pay £45 a ton for sug 


for the manufacture of chocolates al 


sweets for consumption within Austral) 
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ile" they could manufacture en, at 
Bourneville, in Birmingham, with sugar 
at £20 a ton, and only pay these duties, 

there would have been no hesitation about 
what they would do. 


‘Senator Lynou.—When they decided, 
they had the prospect of falling prices. 


Beater PRATTEN.—Yes; but the 
decision was made probably nearly two 
years ago, when sugar in Great Britain 
was at its maximum, and when pessimists 
like Senator. Crawford thought that that 
maximum price for sugar would be sus- 
tained for a long time owing to sugar go- 
ing out of cultivation. J merely raise 
this question, and if the Minister has any 
information as to the representations 
made to him by the confectioners, I 
should like to hear it. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
13.25].—-During the war. we put an em- 
bargo on the importation of confec- 
tionery. That is rather a brigand’s me- 
thod of dealing with trade, but it was 
more than B astified 3 in war tine. Under 
it we have built up the imdustry so suc- 
pessfully that it,is practically self-sup- 
norting ; and although we have removed 
he embargo, very little importation of 
onfectionery is taking place. Excuses 
nd apologies may be made, but I have 
never met any of those innocent men who 
do not quite understand the position ” 
efore they put £50,000 into a business. 
the world is not run on those lines. Men 
ith capital look around and decide care- 
lly whether they will go into an enter- 
rise. Hour of the biggest firms, Nestlés, 
ladburys, Frys, and “ Pawel le: have 
arted business in Australia. They may 
ave misjudged the time at which the 
ntract expires, but: I am sure they 
oked two or three years ahead. By 
itting an embargo on imports, Australia 
irned what ould be done in regard to 
nfectionery, and I have no hesitation 
saying that those firms thought they 
ald be better off for certain portions 
their confectionery manufacture by 
ming to Australia than by remaining 
Seehend. To-day, despite the cost of 
nannfacturers in Australia are 
out confectionery ~ effectively 
ler ene conditions. 


" 
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cheaper to-day than they were whe 


Senator Crawrorp. at chile sweet : 


sugar was selling at 3d. per lb. , 
Senator RUSSELL.—We all know shat 
they are profitable, and that the retailers, 
especially about the theatres and concert 
halls, are, I will not say profiteering, but 
charging very high prices. Se 
Senator Prarren.—lf the price: ae 
sugar is .doubled, the price of sweets 
must be doubled. , 
Senator RUSSELL.—That is.so; ‘be 
the retail confectioners are in many cases. a 
charging more than 100 per cent. profit. 
I do not know who gets all the profit, but — 
it should be limited. We cannot do better 
than leave the Tariff as it stands, because — 
little or no confectionery is_ being im- — 
ported owing to the successful develop- — 
ment of the industry in Australia. 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) — 
[3.29]—The price of sugar must make ~ 
some difference in the cost of production oe 
of confectionery; but, after all, in. _the | 
ease of a great deal of confectionery. Scie 
the market at present, the cost of the — 
sugar is a very small item indeed. iy? 
any confectionery shop it is impossible 
to get. sweets under about 2s. 6d. a pound, — 
and if a person desfres to purchase a box — 
of the best Australian chocolates, the 
price is 25s., although in those chocolates ~ 
there is not more than 3 Ibs. of sugar. — 
I have been supplied with some figures ‘ 
showing the progress that has been made 
in thé confectionery. industry. -In 1914 — 
the value of the output was £1,657,04b> — 
and the value of. the materials was 
£1,570,902. The difference between the 
value of the output and the value of the 
materials was just about £600,000. In  - 
1918 the value of ‘the output was 9) 
£2,969,573, an@the value of the materials 
used, Fi, 894, 187, showing that the value 
added by | manufacture was over 
£1,100,000,. During the war, owing’ to. 
the exceedingly reasonable price at which 
confectionery manufacturers were able ~~ 
to obtain sugar, and to their. having prac 
tically the monopoly of the market, they 
were able to increase their output by over. % 


£1,250,000. pam 


Gaiator pe Lanor.—Put the figures ic 
into pounds weight. 

Senator ORAWFORD.—1I have ob ie 
the figures showing the pounds weight. aes 
oe) Poe ane we know that isc was 10 hs 


My 


sing, the siness increased, and 


is ve y large profits were made, not only by 


manufacturers, but by the retailers as 


- Senator Lysox.—They were bound to 
progress, seeing that they bad the market 


| to themselves. 


ne ‘Senator CRAWFORD. — Yes; and 
they got their"raw material at a very low 
‘price. I understand that the majority 
of honorable senators have been simply 
Iuged by requests from the producers 

f different commodities for increases in 


duty. I must confess, on the other hand, 


that I have. ee ey no communication 


from the confectionery trade complaining 


at the import duties are too low. The 


‘fagt is that the confectionery business, 
‘on both the manufacturing and the retail 
sides, is particularly prosperous to-day. 
But even if the profits diminish a little 
for a few months, on account of the price 


of sugar, surely the low price at which 


sugar has been sold for the past six or 


‘seven years ought to count for something. 


After all, the cost of sugar is a very small 
proportion of the price at which confec- 


ae ey: is retailed i in Melbourne and else- 


ey 


: ‘Senator CRAWFORD. tf shave’) not 


aS 


seen any sweets sold under about Qs. 6d. 
a lb., though the sugar in those sweets 
does not cost 5d. 


1 suppose that the 
, sugar in the sweets does not represent, on 
an average, 10 per cent. of the price at 
which the sweets are retailed in this city. 


What is the cost of the sugar in a 25s. 
box of chocolates? 


These boxes are to be 


Se ° p 
- seen in nearly every confectioner’s win- 


dow, and the presumption is that some 


people buy them, though I confess I,have 
‘not done so. We must remember that in 


chocolates and other sweets glucose 1s 


sometimes used instead of sugar, and 


there is an import duty of 12s.,per ewt, on 


aig ie or piney twice the. duty imposed 


ea Peas 4 Bee The honorable 


ae would sooner that sugar was used, 
: aes it is at a high price. 


‘Senator CRAWFORD.—No. There 
are certain classes of confectionery for 
which glucose is necessary—for which 
here cal be some nln material which 


tion; 


heey that Paaead “ 


sugar: is not pee iy 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia 
[3.36|.—From the remarks of Sei 
Orawford I thought he would co 
with a proposal for a reduction 
duty. The honorable senator 1s a 
LokraMiadsod authority on sugar p G) 
he knows that the confeetione 
dustry depends in a great measure, 
absolutely, on a supply of cheap. 'B 
and. he tells us plainly and unequiv 


that the chocolate manufacturers are 


haying a right royal time with pro ts 
We are informed that the value of 
finished product is ever so much ast 
than that of the sugar used, to the: exten 
of something like 400 or 500, per cent 
We all know the extr aordinarily high 
prices at which chocolates are sold ut 
Senator Crawford touched on this phase 
of the question very lightly—not € 1 
with a feather duster—because the con 
fectioners are good customers | 
sugar-grower. But where does the ¢or 
sumer “come in”? We have a propo: 
to impose duties of 3d. and 3d. 
alternatively, 30 and 40 per cent., 
ever returns ‘the nee Ba a 


34d. per Ib., a 

in the neighbourhood. ‘of 45. or 50. re 
cent, All this shows that we are ou 
ing altogether uncalled- ie Hee 


a 


fel iia ihe United is of 

in the colonial days, a very mo 
mencement was made; but subs 
there was. the McKinley Tarift- 
shocked the world, and shut out 
manufacturers, ‘including British 
duties running from 30 to 40 per 
Then came the Dingley Tariff, wit 
higher rates of about 50 per cent. 
in’: Australia, with a population - 
5,000,000, and an apis 

org sanization, we are Mean e 


in my eat is running» 
mad, and I speak as a Protec: 
support of the view I take, © 
eall more incontestable eae 
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speech of Senator Crawford, who proved 


that the manufacturing of sweets is a 


highly profitable industry, but sat down 
without submitting any proposal, With 
a view of entering a protest, T move— 


That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to amend sub-section (2) of sub-item 
(B) by leaving out the word “higher”? and in- 
serting in lieu thereof the word ‘‘ lower.” 


Senator Borron.—Can the Minister 
give the price per lb. of imported un- 
sweetened cocoa paste? 

Senator Russerx.—I am unable to 
supply the information, as no separate 
record is kept of the quantity imported. 

Request negatived. 

Senator Prarren.—Does 
include lemon peel? 

Senator Russeit.—No. 

Item agreed to. 


Item 45 (Copra) agreed to. 
Ttem 46 (Egg albumen, dry). 


! Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.47].—Items 47, 48, 49, and 50 are 
associated with this item, and as I desire 
to refer to the importation of Chinese 
eggs, will the Minister report progress at 
this stage. 
Progress reported. 


sub-item Ek 


te 


: PAPERS. 
The following papers were presented :— 


War Service Homes Act.—Land acquired 
in New. South Wales at—Mayfield East; 
West Maitland; Weston. 


ADI OURNMENT. 
Rartpway Marertat, 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [3.50].—In 
moving— 

That the Senate do now adjourn, 


wish to read a statement which has 
een received from the Commissioner of 
ailways, through the Minister for 
orks and Railways, in reply to some 
remarks made by Senator Wilson during 
he. discussion of the Supply Bill. The 
ommissioner says— ; 
In returning the attached extract from 
lansard, No. 83, of 22nd inst. (your 


21/278), in which Senator Wilson directs 
tention to— 
(1) alleged lax administration of this De- 
partment in failing to realize on 
used construction machinery and 


_[SENATE. | 


a egies 


Adjournment. ae 


period hang at Port + Aust and 


that a gentleman he met had been 
unable to purchase Suis trucks: a 


required ; 


(2) hundreds of picks and a hither’ oe i 
railway motor tricycles exposed Ba 


the weather; | 
I have to advise in regard to No. 


and material. 


throughout Atustralia, hundreds of 


available for sale. 


have been sold to: the value of £31,195. 
greater portion still on hand has 
specially retained for our own requirements, 
or consists of construction plant, such as track- 
laying machinery, rail presses, 


but are available 


could not be obtained. 


(1) that 
shortly after the opening of the line for traffic 
a schedule was prepared of all surplus plant 
This schedule was circulated ~ 
copies. 
being posted to likely buyers and users of such 
plant and material, and, in addition, advertise- 
ments were inserted in all the leading papers ~~ 
of Australia inviting attention to the material © 
As a result of this and ~ 
subsequent action taken, plant and material 
The 


adzing and 
boring machines, which cannot be disposed of, 
for further construction : 

work. There is also other plant on hand, such 
as motor tractors. for which a reasonable oe a 


So far as the gale of trucks enthused ieee, 


concerned, it was decided to retain a certain 
number for departmental use, and the re- 
mainder—to the number of several hundred— He 


were readily sold. 


The buyer presumably referred to by Senator i 
‘Wilson desired to purchase a number of trucks — 


Hoey 


which had been specially fitted for the carriage ie 


of firewood on narrow-gauge lines. 
formed that they could not be sold, and others 


somewhat similar were eventually built for ral 


him by the Department. 
In regard to No. 


plus picks in excess of the number each gang 


required for their work should be sent to Port — : fe 
It was probably these picks that 


Augusta. 
Senator Wilson saw. 


He was ine 


(2), during my recent in- ee 
spection of the line I instructed that all sur- 


Although I do not know yet the exact num-) me 


ber so returned, I doubt whether the total 


would exceed 100. Even if it were a greater — A 


number, seeing that the 


Trans-Australian seu 


Railway is over 1,000 miles in length a fact ae 
which honorable members often overlook—the FNM 


stock would not be excessive. 


In connexion with motor tricycles: 
possible that one or two, either worn out or 


awaiting repairs, may have been lying in the 
MOCOE (5 
being 


maintenance ° yard... There are’ no 
tricycles along the railway, © gangs 
equipped with a four-wheel motor trolly, 


which is constantly in use, 
tricycles and trollies. It is probably the hand 
tricycle to which Senator de Largie refers. 


Copies of schedules containing particulars of 
plant and material offered for sale are attached 
information of the honorable the 


for the 
Minister. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. — 
‘Senate adjourned at 3.53 p.m. hy 


as well as hand ° 


it’ iss 


4 


y f . ee MA De Thare he V3) ( Tet 5 

"0 ‘ava? net cE Oy sh 3 4 pie eau tca a tant 
sare yy Hie: ) a ae G ‘ 

Death of the Honorable — 


Senate. 


#3 Tuesday, 2 August, 1921. 


The Presmpentr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers. | 


DEATH OF THE HONORABLE 
wi T. J. RYAN, K.C., M.P. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [3.1].—(By leave). 

_—JI move— ; 

- That this Senate records its sincere regret at 
the death of the member for West Sydney 
(the Honorable Thomas Joseph Ryan, K.C.), 
and expresses its profound sympathy with his 

_ widow and the members of his family in their 
_ bereavement. 


‘The appalling suddenness of Mr. Ryan's 
death must have impressed us all. It is 
but two weeks since the late member for 
West Sydney was present in the House of 

Representatives, apparently on the full 


tide of a successful public career, and in | 


the full vigour of manhood. His was a 
dominant personality, which made itself 
felt in both State and Federal politics. 
Tn Queensland, he had risen to the 


Federal politics, he had attained a promi- 
nent place. With force and pertinacity 
as a political fighter, he combined the 
grace of a charming manner, which, at 
no time, perhaps, was more noticeable 
than during the last week of his parlia- 
mentary service, when, in the midst of 
MS political strife, he was able to hold out 
‘ the right hand of friendship to those with 
is whom he was vigourously contending in 
oy the political arena. The standard of 
public life cannot rise higher than the 
‘standard of the lives of the individual 
members of Parliament, and it is essen- 

tial to the welfare of the Commonwealth 
that it shall be a high one. The intel- 
lectual attainments of Mr. Ryan, and his 
consequent power and force, cause his 
death to be not merely a party, but a 
national loss. The Commonwealth Govern- 
ment has arranged with the Government 
of Queensland to honour his remains with 
a State funeral; but we feel the inade- 
- quateness of both acts and words to con- 
sole those whose loss is the greatest—his 
earest and dearest, his widow and chil- 


AY 2 eh, 
ME © 
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highest position in political life, and in » 


eloquent that ‘I may be pardoned in quot 
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dren. Mrs. Ryan was a true helpmate of 
her husband, and in public life was of 
the greatest assistance to him. We can 
only pray that the Great Comforter of 
the widow and the fatherless may sustain 
them in their great loss. At this moment 
all political animosities, all political dif-_ 
ferences, fade out of sight, and in passing 
this motion, we join together in record- 
ing our sense of the loss which the com-- 
munity has sustained by the death of a 
man who, having rendered service to his” 
country, has been cut down in the full 
vigour of manhood, by this early closing 
of his career. Sia cit 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.6].—As a representative of the State 
of New South Wales, where the late Mr. 
Ryan also represented a constituency, I 
rise to second the motion. For the third | 
time within a few short months, we have 
heard within the walls of this Parliament 
the rustling of the wings of the dread 
Angel of Death. We mourn Mr. Ryan 
as one who, in the short time that he 
was' a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, impressed his personality on 
that Chamber and on the Parliament, 
The more he became known the more was 
he respected. He has been cut off in the 
prime of life, in the full vigour of his in- 
tellectual powers. His death is a sacri- 
fice to what he considered his duty, for 
duty means following the course which 
one conceives to be right. Those of us 
who travelled often backwards and for- 
wards between New South Wales and 
Victoria with Mr. Ryan probably knew 
him better than other members of the 
Parliament; and all who were brought 
into close touch with him found his dis- 
position genial, urbane, and in every re- 
spect admirable. He had many political 
friends and political opponents; but out 
side of politics he had not, [ think, many 
real enemies. A short time ago, in com 
nexion with the death of a colleague, he 
uttered, in the other Chamber words s¢ 


Al 


ing them now, because to my mind, the; 
exactly fit this occasion. 1 
who has now himself been called away 
then said— aa Sigh 

Such happenings as this should incline us' > 


Dey te 
i i 


think more kindly and generously of one 2 
other in public life. The suddenness of deaj 
makes us realize what frail creatures we ay 
It should certainly make us feel humble whi 
we are shown how truly in the midst of life 
are in death. Soi ae 


on 
* ~ ' Pal Aa 
Loe ye 
¥ +o) i 
' & 
ey 


SO Beart Maree an 


| Death of the Honora 


We now express in words as we would in 
actions, were it possible, our sincere. sor- 
‘row at the death of a prominent Austra- 
Tian, who was a leading member of his 
party. de lived a strenuous, but fair, 
political life, and now that his voice is 
hushed in death, our hope is that he may 
‘Test im peace. 


) Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[3. 10|—-As one of the representatives 
in the Senate of the State of Queens- 
jJamd, where the late Mr. Ryan lived 
for a” considerable period, .and of 
which he was Premier for some 
years, I .beo to support the motion 
which has been so sympathetically moved 
by the Acting Leader of the Government 
‘in the Senate (Senator Pearce) and 
seconded by Senator Pratten. In doing 
‘so, I desire to associate myself with their 
kindly and commendatory references to 
our deceased friend and late colleague in 
this Parliament, who has been taken from 
us with such. tragic suddenness. It seems 
to me but yesterday that I heard the late 
honorable gentleman speaking in another 
place of the brevity and uncertainty of 
life in connexion with the death of the 
“Honorable James Page. At that time, 
little did any of us think that Mr. Ryan 
would be the next member of the Federal 
‘Parliament to be claimed by death. 
While we must all reverently bow to the 
will of Providence, we cannot help 
marvelling why one who had scarcely 
reached middle age, who physically was 
/so robust, whose mind was so alert, and 
who was so richly endowed with natural 
ability, should so suddenly be called 
away. After attaining manhood, he has 
been allowed to live but half the allotted 
span. But perhaps, after all, life should 
not be measured by years alone. and if it 
is to .be ‘measured by effort and aehiev- 
ment, the late Mr. Ryan. has lived longer 
than nook men, for his was a strenuous, 
purposeful, and. successful career, In life 
most of us regarded the late Mr. Ryan as 
4 political opponent—I am sure that is 


suc aun ughts are forgotten in the great 
: 4 has overtaken us. To-day we 

m his loss as that of a personal 
friend, a capable public man, and as a 
worthy jon of Australia. Yet our loss is 
m hen compared with that of those 


h I Didacts bo day are stricken’ ath 
riot at the Nas of a, LA ia oe and. celia 
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been said concerning the death of the 


side her husband in life, and she was also 


how he desired us to regard him—but all 


papine ies has been made in ithe 


T. ai Ryan, od iM, 


To. ioe: we can. Lak ten in soars ae h. 
motion, our sincerest sympathy, and pra 
that im passing through the valley of the 
shadow they may be Divinely china 

and comforted. 


Senator LYNCH (Western? ‘Ansa ; 
[3.14].—It may seem somewhat inappro- 
priate for me to add to what has already 


Honorable T. J. Ryan; but before: T con- 
clude I hope to supply a special reason 
for expressing my regret and sympathy 
concerning the death of our late friend. 
His death has come upon us with the sud- 
denness of a thunder-clap. A few day; 
ago—in fact, only a few hours ago—the 
late Mr. Ryan was full of life and spirit 
and abounding hopes for the future; but 
he is now no more. His death brings for 
cibly home to us the uncertainty of life 
and the slender thread which binds us to 
this fleeting and uncertain existence. He 
has gone, and all that has been said 
concerning both his private and political 
capacity I fully indorse. For those he has 
left, including his faithful wife, we have 
nothing but the deepest sympathy. Like 
a. true and devoted woman, she was be- 


at her place in the howe of death. We 
can only trust that the High Providence, 
will guard those he has left and the ea 
ef the departed dead. @ 
Tha special reason why I wish to add 
my expression of sympathy is this: If I 
may be pardoned fer sounding a personal 
note, I may say that I recall the fact tha 
during recent. years I adopted a certain 
attitude in the publie life of this country — 
which brought me words of approval from — 
many people, but which, on the other 
hand, caused. feelings of bitter ae 
ment. But, notwithstanding that, 
long as I have known the late Mr: rules 
both as Premier of Queensland, when T 
was as much with him as I was later on 
against him, and im later years, during 
which there has heen a change in our poli- _ 
tical beliefs, there has been no ehange in 
our personal relationship. When Thad the 
experience of treading the high road of 
liberty, I always found in the late Mr. 4 a 
Ryan not only unasked uniform courtesy, _ 
but one who made the high road to liberty 
easier, and as regards the right to think 
fully ‘and independently, one who also 
made it safer for future generations 
to tread. In the death of Mr. Ryan a — 


aN 


¥. 


public life of this country, and because of 
the friendly handshake with which he 
has always greeted me, I have been 
_ prompted to offer my personal apprecia- 
tion of one who was a good citizen, a 
scholar, and an honorable public man. 
Question resolved in the affirmative, 
honorable senators standing in their 
Senate adjourned-at 3.20 p.m. 


a 
——— 


fon. Senate. 
Wednesday, $ August, 1921. 


‘The Prusipent (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and read 
| prayers. 


fy PETITION. 


_ Senator DUNCAN presented a petition 
from the Primary Producers Union of 
New South Wales, comprising 
Graziers Association of New South 
Wales, the Stock-owners Association of 
New South Wales, the Farmers and Set- 
tlers Association of New South Wales, 
and the New South Wales Sheep-breeders 
Association,.and signed on behalf of those 
organizations by their respective presi- 
dents, praying for the reduction of certain 
duties upon articles affecting chiefly the 
‘primary producers. 

_ Petition received and read. 


_ -KINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 
Senator RUSSELL.—On the 27th July 
Senator Pratten asked the Minister repre- 
senting the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
_. toms the following questions :— 


fect of kinematograph films for the year end- 
ing 30th June, 1921, from (a) United States, 
_ (b) Great Britain, (¢c) France, (d) other? 

- I am now able to furnish the shonorable 
- senator with the following information :— 
- United States, 15,244,974 lineal feet; 
Great Britain, 1,518,814: lineal feet; 
France, 156,048 lineal feet ; other, 319,070 
lineal feet. 


"| NEWS PAPER. i 

Senator RUSSELL.—On 28th July 
- Senator Pratten asked the following ques- 
 -tions:— © | 


_ 


, in ‘tons, and 
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- Canada 


the 


- -What were the total importations in lineal 


totat importation of news 


what was its approximate value, for the 4 
year periods ending 30th June, 1910; 30th Jun 
1915; 30th June, 1920, and for the year endin 
30th June, 1921? ae 
‘2, What proportion of imports was derived 
from (a) Great Britain, (b) Canada 
United States, (d) Scandinavia? ie 
I am now in a position to furnish the hon 
able senator with the following informz 
tion —— ie Fs i 
1. Five years ending 30th June, 1910, 
£2,909,107; five years ending 30th June, 1915, 
£3,974,581; five years ending 30th June, 1920, 
£7,100,318; year ending 30th June, 1921, 
1,653,944 cwt., valued at £3,460,750, Wieiiahes 


ado 


| Five Five Five | 


ao years years years Year ending 
ending | ending | ending O24, 
30.6.20. ss 


30.6.10. | 31.6.05. 
£ £ £ Cwt. poy 

Great Britain!1,035,742/1,581,811|1,042,597| 184,716 695,890 
,.| 648,808} 643,821/1,946,983)| 609,220) 977,698 _ 
697,28611,786,056| 62,009) 265,716 
854,794|2,152,210) 712,932|1,337,10 


S.A. .»| 676,492 
Scandinavia 252,558 


Notr.—The quantity was not recorded prior 
to Ist July, 1919. pe 


NAVIGATION ACT. 
Senator ROWELL.—On 15th July J 
asked the Leader of the Government in 
the Senate a question relating to passen- 
gers travelling by mail steamers who had 
booked their passages to Perth not being 
allowed to proceed on those steamers to 
the other States. Has the Minister an 
further information on the point? = 
Senator PEARCE.—The following in- 
formation is furnished by Mr. | : 
Whitton, Comptroller-General of 
toms :— 2 Ge 
“In response to the request contained 
Secretary’s minute of 18th July, 1921, forward 
ing attached extract from Honsard of 15t 
July, 1921, relative to a question aske 
Senator Rowell, and with reference to t 
mise made by the Mimister for Rep: 
that inquiries would be made in the 
‘the following information is submitted 
that a reply may be made to Senator Ro 
The ruling given by departmenta 
in Fremantle and other ports that 
gers by an oversea mail steamer, w 
-not licensed to» engage in the « 

trade, could not be carried beyond t 
for which they originally booked~ ™ 
aceordance with an instruction issu 
November last, based on advic 
Crown Law Department on the - 
tion of the term “through ticket 
in section 7 of the Navigation . 
defines engagement in the coasting 1 
The matter hag been further con 

by the Law officers, who now advi 


re. 


‘Senate Committees. 
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RUG Taek ticket ’’ includes a ticket issued 
from a port outside Australia to a port 
within Australia, and extended from that 

port to another port, whether on the pay- 
ment of the additional fare or not, if the 

». person had not finally left the ship at the 

‘port to which the ticket was originally 
issued. 


| Instructions in accordance with this 
_ opimion are being issued to all ports, so 

_ that in future any passengers by incoming 
mail steamers who desire to extend thei 

- passages to ports beyond those for which 
they originally booked will be able to do 
a) BOs 


SENATE COMMITTEES. 
SupPLY OF PENCILS. 


Senator DUNCAN.—I should like to 
obtain information regarding the. sta- 
tionery and materials. supplied to Senate 
' Committees. I am a member of a Select 
Committee of the Senate which sat to- 
day. I notice that the lead pencils sup- 

plied to the whole of these Committees 
are called ‘‘ the Iron Duke,” and are made 
in Japan. Ts it not possible to observe 
the spirit of the White Australia prin- 
ciple, which we have so often indorsed, 
and to obtain, for the use of honorable 
members of the Senate at any rate, lead 
_ pencils which are made by white labour? 


Senator PEARCE.—The matter is not 
within the control of Ministers. It may 
be a question for the President. 


i “The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
_T. Givens)—I shall give the matter my 
Ma ahi heen 


IMPORTATION OF BANANAS. 


Senator RUSSELL—On the 28th 
_July Senator Pratten asked the Minister 
“representing the Minister for Trade and 

Customs: the following question :— 
What were the importations of bananas in 

Pecentals into Australia for the five-year 

[periods ending 30th June, 1910, 30th June, 


1915; 30th June, 1920, and for the year ending 
30th June, 1921. 


a ieaened: the honorable senator that the 
particulars were being obtained. I am 
‘now able to furnish the honorable senator 
with the following information :-— 


‘Five years ending 30th June, 1910, 701.451 
leentale. five years ending 30th June, 1915, 
1,191. 183 centals; five years ending 30th June, 
920, 1,177,075 centals; year ending 30th ee 
ot 107, 368 centals. 
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Position in pia ee 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were een oe 


Arbitration (Public Service) Act. ae 
mination by the Arbitrator, &e—No. 4 o: 
1921—Meat Inspectors’ Association, Com 
monwealth of Australia. 


Lands Acquisition Act.—Land acquired fou! 
Repatriation purposes .at Randwick, New i“ 


_ South Wales. 


New Guinea.—Ordinance No, 9 of he Ex 


propriation (No. 2). ‘ 
Public Service Act— 
Abpointments.—C. L. Biggs, 


of the Treasury, 
Promotion of J. 
the Treasury. 


POSITION IN RUSSIA. 


Senator LYNCH.—I ask the AGting 


Dever aeae . 
of Health; L. S. Klingender, Dep 


N. Dennis, Department of e 


Leader. of the Government in the Senate 


(Senator Pearce) whether he has received ~ 
a request from the Brisbane Worker, the — 
Sydney Worker, the Labour Call, and the — 
: and other — 
papers in this country, which have ex- — 
pressed admiration of the existing social nae 
Government — 
should forward to the first Minister in ~ 
Russia, Mr, Lenin, their congratulations ae 
on his success in emancipating the prole- 
tariat. of that country. I also desire to ask 


Western Australian Worker, 


order in Russia, that’ the 


whether the Government will indicate to 


those journals that it is ready. to forward — 
their congratulations, and also ask if they — 


have prepared their messages? 


Senator PEARCE.—So far as I am oe 


aware, the Government have not been i 
asked to do as the honorable senator sug- 
gests, and in this case it would be well 


to wait until we are asked. 


Senator LYNCH. — I now desire. : 


ask whether the Government have con- 
sidered, or will consider, the necessity Of a 


acting in conjunction with the Imperial 


famine-stricken people of Russia?” 


Senator PEARCE.—I shall bring way 


Government with a view to assisting the ne 


matter raised by the honorable senator 4 


under the notice of the Cabinet. 
ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


Anzac Twrrp Inpustry. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. _ 


T. Givens).—I have received an intima- 
tion from Senator Elliott that he desires — 
to move the adjournment of the Senate 


until 10 a.m. to-morrow in order to dis- 


cuss a definite matter of urgent public — 


importance, viz.:—“'The neato of ag a 


Br 


agreement marked with the letter 


bh, De cata cion Department to secure the 


order. 
(Senator E. D. Millen) informed me 
that 

him that he 


dustry.” 


a Streeter, ” 
Gilbert Joseph Cullen Dyett, 


interests of the employees in the Hand 
Loom weaving business, known as the 


Anzac Tweed Industry, when handing 
- over property of the Department, to cer- 


tain trustees for the purpose of providing 
employment for returned soldiers.’ 

Four honorable senators having risen 
an theur places, - 

Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [3.24].— 


I move— 


That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until 


10 am. on Thursday. 


I trust I have not taken the Minister for 


_ Defence (Senator Pearce) by surprise—— 


Senator Prarce.—lI rise to a point of 
The Minister for Repatriation 


Elliott had 
intended to move the 
adjournment of the Senate to dis- 
cuss this question. I thereupon asked 


Senator notified 


i the Minister for Repatriation to instruct 
his officers to supply me with the file, 
which has been done. 


On perusing the 
file, I find that there appears to be a 
lawsuit pending in regard to this matter, 
as there is a communication from Messrs. 
Lynch, Macdonald, and Elliott, dated 


25th February, 1921, headed “ Streeter 


versus Cull and others, Anzac Tweed In- 
Attached to that letter is a 
copy of an agreement, and on the back 
of the agreement these words appear— 


ANZAC TWEED INDUSTRY. 


Copy oF AGREEMENT. 


In the Supreme Court, 1921, Herbert John 
plaintiff, William ‘Ambrose Cull, 
and Robert 
This is the copy 
(a) pro- 


Alexandra Lowry, defendants. 


- duced. and shown to Herbert John Streeter, at 


day of February, 


the time of swearing his affidavit this 23rd 
1921, before me, Harold 
Cohen, Commissioner of hte Supreme Court of 


| Victoria for taking affidavits. 


T find further there is a letter to Messrs. 


Lynch, Macdonald, and Elliott, in reply 


to the other letter, which is argo headed 


Streeter versus Gull and others—Anzac — 
_ tweed industry. 


On noticing that, I asked 
Mr. Kealy, of the Repatriation Depart- 
ment, who brought the file to me, to ascer- 


tain if there was a case before the Court 


dealing with this matter, and Mr. Kealy 


a gave me the following statement :— 


I am informed by Mr. J. C. McPhee, Secre- 


- tary to the Repatriation Commission, that, so 


i x far ag the Court was concerned, it was left to 
Ray" marae Rede i for both parties to come to an 
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agreement. Messrs. Derham, Robertson, and 
Derham, counsel for the trustees, have been in | 
touch with counsel for the other side, but, so — 
far, the case is not settled. . 
Pee Kees at 
3rd August, 1921. Wiel as 


It therefore appears that this matter is 
the subject of a lawsuit, and I ask your 
ruling, Mr. President, as to whether this 
matter can be discussed while the matter 
is sub judice. 
The PRESIDENT.—Perhaps Sanster 
Elliott may wish to speak on that point, — 
Senator Exriorr.—I do not think the 
case before the Court touches the question 
in dispute at all. The position is that 
an injunction has been obtained restrain- — 
ing the trustees from proceeding with the — 
registration of a proposed company; but 
that does not touch the matter of the 
Minister for Repatriation (Senator Mil- 
len) handing over the property to 
trustees. Me 
Senator Pzarcr.—Is not the lawsuit on — 
the subject of the property being handed — 
over ? 3 
Senator Exriorr.—Incidentally, it may 
mean that the men are to be deprived of 
this property if the company is formed; 
but the Court has granted an infunebon: | 
restraining the company from proceed- 
ing. The. injunction has not been made 
perpetual, and the matter has been 
adjourned, with a. view to a settlement — 
being arrived at. i 
Senator Prarren.—Is the matter fo- 
which the honorable senator intends to 
refer sub judice? 
Senator Prarce,—Is not the agreement i 
the subject of the controversy ? ee 
Senator Exzrorr. — Something may 
turn on the interpretation of the trust 
deed entered into by the Minister for. 
Repatriation. That is subject to the 
interpretation by the Court; but I do not y 
think any discussion here wale prejudice — 
the case in any way. : 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—The point of order raised’ 
by the Minister for Defence (Senator 
Pearce) is, of course, a very important 
one, and, although our Standing Orders — 
E, 


are silent in this connexion, fortunately 
we have ample precedents to cuide us. As. 
honorable senators are aware, where our 
Standing Orders are silent, this Senate, 
as well as all other Parliaments | or 
branches of a _ Legislature, uide 

by the practice of the House of Commons 


are guided | 


question turns on whether cee | 


Tr is sub judice or not. From the 
atements of the Minister for Defence, 
eaking on behalf of the Repatriation 
partment, and of Senator Elliott, 
appears to me that the terms upon 
hich this business was handed over by 

epatriation Department to the 
istees 18 a matter which is now awaiting 
t ment by the Court, because certain 


Me prevent ae actos: Pratee ae 
action in regard to it. Therefore, 
ole question, in my opinion, is in- 
in litigation. The ish edition of 
m page 296, clearly lays down the 
e of the ‘House of Commons as fol- 


ters awaiting the adjudication of a Court 
> should not be brought forward in de- 
‘This rule was observed by Sir Robert 
ind Lord John Russell, both by the wording 
he speech from the Throne and by their 
ure in the House, i regarding Mr. 
ell’s case, and has been maintained by 
from the Chair, 


g¢ has been followed by innu- 

ak . 7 ae and it is obviously a good 
cause it would be highly i improper 
ny person occupying a position of 
ege in this Senate to seek to pre- 
a case which is awaiting judgment 
urt. Therefore, as I gather from 
ows remarks that the terms 


wh m ay aL no ne a eo 
Jd ae given, and as the case 
following 

ce x the House ie Commons uM 
that the honorable senatoz is 


Lyncu—Might not a trumped- 
amper the freedom of ‘Parlia- 


PRESIDENT. --I have nothing 
v, ‘that. 


TOMS ‘TARIFF BILL. 
vittce (Consideration resumed 
July, vide page 10672): 


IV.—AGRICULTURAL 
i AND GROCERIES. 


that the struge 
PRODUCTS | 


tn the 5 ene ath, to 


tion of eggs in different forms and shape 
There is a considerable export of — 
from Asia to Europe, and J believe that 
there is a controversy proceeding in Gre: 
Britain as to the wholesomeness o 

eges. 


ae use in Se seo We Hoes 
to produce all we require in Austr 
and I would like some mformation upo 
the point with a view of seeing whetl 
effeetive steps should not be taken to p: 
vent their importation. 


Senator RUSSELL Nictoma ts 
President of the Exeeutive Coi 
[3.35]—In ordinary circumstances 
duty upon eggs has been proved to be ve 
effective. While we imported 53,5 
dozen. eggs in shell in 1913, and 63,06, 
dozen in 1914-15, the ‘importa 
rose to 649,399 docan in 1915-16, 

were not too freely produced — 
Australia in that period,  bece 
fowl food was dear. Australia was 
importing wheat from Argentine. BD) 
when food for poultry became more plenti 
ful, and its price had been reduced, th 
importation a eggs gradually diminighe 
to: 35,672 dozen in 1916-17, 9,171 doze: 
in the teat year, 2 633 dozen. 
1918-19, and 4,015 dozen last year. 


| duty on eggs in shell throughout has b 


6d, per dozen, and the rates apply 

eggs in other f orms, such as egg albumen 
dry, egg contents, dry, egg in liquid form, 
are in proportion according to weight and 
value. For instance, albumen, the white 


of the egg, which is most valuable for cer 


tain purposes, pays a higher rate of du 
than is imposed on other forms of egg, 


such as egg powders, which are imported 


for use in tanning leather. When Aus 
tralia is fully back to normal prices for 


fowl food, it should not only supply: 


own requirements, but_should also engage 
im the export of eggs. ‘There is no doubt 
pling pouliay wna! needs 


eae periods, ‘lon he is wom pala ‘to 
pay lean apa for - jae ie fowls. 


Customs Tariff 


albumen, which is used in pharmacy, 
_ photography, and confectionery, will be 
- galled ‘on to pay duty as follows:— 
_. British, 2s. 6d.; intermediate and general, 
3s. In 1918 we imported £1,046 worth, 
in 1914-15 the importation was valued at 
© £1,107; in 1915-16, at £3,842; in 1916-17, 
at £1,838; in 1917-18, at £1,708; in 
- 1918-19, at £94; amd last year at £1,520. 
I find that 33 ozs. of dry albumen are 
equal to 1 dozen fresh eggs. ° 
Senator Kratine.—In nutritive value, 


\ Senator RUSSELL.—I take it that it 
means for the purpose for which the 
i albumen is imported. I do not suppose 
a that albumen is imported for eating pur- 
poses, as people would naturally prefer to 
eat fresh eggs. 
Senator Keatine.—But it is edible. 
Senator RUSSELL.—I suppose that it 
is. ~ Egg contents, being yolk and albu- 
men combined, are dutiable at the rates 
of 1s. 4d., 1s. 8d., and 1s. 8d. per Ib. under 
the different columns of the Tariff. The 
se importations in 1913-14 were valued at 
- £63, in 1914-15 nil, in 1915-16 £180, in 
a 1916- 17 £1,631, in 1917- 18.nil, in 1918- 19 
Pa muh and £9 in 1919-20. This article 1s 
ee “used by pastrycooks, 
_ Senator Keartve. —Where are these 
goods imported from? ~ 
Senator RUSSELL.—I shall come to 
that later; I want to make a connected 
statement. There are no importations of 
eggs not in the shell and in liquid form. 
Under the Tariff, eggs not in the shell 
and in liquid form imported for use in 
industries other than those for the pre- 
_ paration of articles of food and denatured 
are admitted free under departmental by- 
laws. 


j 

E Senator Prarren.—This article is used 
in connexion with the preparation ef 
_ Jeather. & 


Senator RUSSELL.—I believe it is 
vb used by tanners; but, as none was im- 
_ ported, I am glad to say that those requir- 
~ ing the article have been able to obtain 
their supplies » in “Australia. - As this 
' provision of the Tariff has not been 
availed of, it is evident that the demand 
for the denatured article is very small, 
and any demand that may exist can be 

nopliel in Australia. The article is 
sed by tanners in the preparation of 
eather. The duties on egg yolk dried 
? e Is. Aa s., and 1s. 6d. per lb. in the dif- 


[8 Avevsr, 1921.] 


= - 


Bill. 
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ferent columns of, the Tariff. My notes — 
show that, in connexion with an appli- — 
cation for reduction of duty on this item, — 


the Inter-State Commission stated that — 


the evidence in support of the application — 
did not afford any sufficient reason for: 


an alteration of the duties. 


The duties — 


on eggs in the shell are 6d., 8d., and 9d. — 


Ee dozen. 
were 53,577 dozen, valued at £1,748; 
1914-15, 63,065 dozen, valued at £2 431: 


in 


The importations in 1913- e . 


1915- 16: 649,399 dozen, valued ef i 


S27 ;7013 in’ 1916-17, 35,672 dozen, valued ~ 


at £1,458; in 1917-18, 9,171 dozen, valued 
at £434; in 1918-19, 2, 633 dozen, valued — 
at £169: in 1919- 20, 4,015 dozen, valued. | 
at £930. 


Senator Katina. 
dozen would those eggs be valued at? 


How much per 


Senator RUSSELL.—For the last few : 
years they have been imported chiefly as — 


ships’ stores. 
about 1s: per dozen. 


Senator Kzarrya.—According to the 


The value works out at 


figures given, some would be valued at less — 


than 1d. per dozen. 


Has the Minister 


given, in his figures, the revenue derived — 


from the duty, or the value of the im- 
ports ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—I have given the | 


value of the imports. I have already said 
that the duties on egg-powders are based 

upon an average duty of 6d. per dozen on 
eggs in the shell. 


Senator Kzeatine.—The figures given | 


by the Minister would represent in some 
eases a value of less than 1d. per dozen 
for eggs in the shell. 


Senator RUSSELL.—I understand 


that, for the last-three years, the averagé 


value has been 1s. per dozen. 


Senator Kzarina.—Where do these ce 


eggs come from mostly? 
Senator RUSSELL.—Mostly 


Frou si 


China, though none have come from there 


for some time past. 


The figures I have 


quoted show that in 1915-16 the impor- — 


tations were 649,399 dozen. 


That was at — 


a time when pouliry feed was difficult to — 


obtain in Australia. 


China supplied 614,206 dozen. 


ne 


The value of the — 
eggs imported in 1915-16 was £27,791. — 
Of the quantity imported in that year, 
Although — 
this quantity was not large in proportion — 
to the Australian production, it has to — 
be remembered that the importations o¢c- — 
curred outside the regular laying season j 
in Australia, and era onty hy a 
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much greater effect on the Australian 


market than they would have if imported 
when eggs were plentiful. Another im- 
‘portant fact to be borne in mind is that 
the price of food for poultry has enor- 
mously increased during recent years, ren- 
dering the cost of production much 
greater than it was formerly, and thus 
tending to discourage the industry. These 
facts justify increases in the general 
Tariff, which is the only one that operates. 

‘Senator Rownti.—What was the old 
duty @ 

Senator RUSSELL.—The old duty on 
-eges in shell was 6d. per dozen, and this 
‘schedule proposes a general Tariff of 9d. 

The British preferential Tariff is 6d., and 
the intermediate 8d., but there are practi- 
cally no importations under them. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.52]—The Minister’s explanation is 
generally satisfactory. Are eggs in pulp 
imported, and, if so, under what item? 

Senator Russert.—TItem 48—egy in 
liquid form. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am referring 
to egg pulp for human consumption, and 
not for manufacturing purposes. There 
is a very important ege-pulp industry in 

South Australia, which supplies manu- 
facturers of biscuits, and cakes, and 
pastrycooks in the eastern States. TI be- 
lieve that South Australia also exports a 
quantity of ege pulp to Great Britain. I 
assume that the Department exercises 
some control over imported egg pulp in 
order to see that it is fit for human con- 
sumption, because it is a matter of com- 
mon knowledge that stale materials can 

sometimes be “dispuised in the process of 
manufacture. 

Senator Russeiy.—Theése importations 
‘are subject to rigid inspection. Only 
_ recently the Department had to inspect 
and condemn a large number of eggs that 
were being imported. 

- Senator PRATTEN.—Is any egg pulp 
imported for human consumption ? 

Senator Russerx.—Little or none. 

_ Senator PRATTEN.—Then the risk 
to public health through the importation 

of egg pulp for human consumption is 
| practically nil, 
Senator GARDINER 

Wales) [3.55]—I move— 


That the House of Representatives be re- 
ii to make the item (British) free, 


(New South 


ee 


we allow British commodities to be im-- 


porter to purchase them. I believe that vo 


That is the fret of a series ca amend- 
ments which I shall move in%order to 
allow goods imported from Great Britain 
to enter the Commonwealth free of duty. 
I shall consistently and persistently fol- 
low that policy. In view of all the talk — 
we hear about loyalty to Great Britain, 
and our readiness to spend millions of — 
pounds if needs be to fight for the Old 
Country; it seems to me absurd to refuse © 
to trade with it; and I shall not allow 
any oceasion to pass without endeayour- 
ing to remove the shackles on trade which: 
Australia is trying to impose in respect ” 
of British manufactured goods. The 
conditions of labour and wages in Gréat 
Britain have improved very much, during. 
the last ten years, and there is no longer © 
that great disparity that formerly existed — 
between the wage paid to the worker in 
the Old Country and that paid in Aus- 
tralia. I believe that the conditions will 
continue to improve. # 

Senator pp Larcir.—Wages in Great 
Britain are coming down. 

Senator GARDINER.—I know that 5 
big influences are at work in trying to re- 
duce wages in Great Britain, and we 
shall be only assisting in that endeavour : 
if we cripple British trade by refusing to 
do business with our kith and kin. The 
effort to reduce wages is world-wide, and — 
we shall only be promoting it if we de 
clare that we will make it almost impos- 
sible for Britain to send her manufac- H 
tures to Australia. " 

Senator Senror.— Will not your poioy af 
increase the cost of living? 3 a 


Senator GARDINER.—It will mean a 
reduction in the cost of living, because, if © 


ported free of duty, there will be so much 
more food and other materials available 
in this country at cheaper rates. As I 
intend to be consistent in my attitude 
throughout this schedule, I shall later 
move to assist the poultry raiser by re- 
ducing the duty on imported fowls’ food. 


We shall be assisting in the reduction of — re 


wages in Great Britain if we refuse to 
transact business with the British manu- 
facturer or impose such high Protective | 
duties that it will not be profitable for the 
British manufacturer to send his goods 
to Australia, or for the Australian im- 


the interests of all er of ne Pas 


__Gustoms Lari fea 


Hise are linked together; vat if a body 
of men had sat round a table for the pur- 
pose of devising a policy to injure the 
financial, industrial, and trading con- 
ditions of Britain, so far as they can be 
injured by Australia, they could not have 
devised anything more effective than this 
Tariff. 


senator is proposing to close up ovens 
Australian factory. 
Senator GARDINER. — The Aastet 
! en industries can stand on their own 
legs. We have heard the Minister (Sena- 
tor Russell) tell us how excellent the Aus- 
tralian factory operative is. I am not 
afraid of any Australian industrial estab- 
~ lishment closing down because of a reduc- 
tion of duties. JI am told that the item 
_ now under consideration is used in con- 
_ nexion with the preduction of leather. 
— Will tanneries close because a commodity 
used in their processes of manufacture 
_ ean be imported free of duty? 
_ Senator Russerx.—This commodity is 
admitted free for tanning purposes, and 
yet the importations are nil. ° 
-. Senator GARDINER.—That ‘is a re- 
_ turn to intelligence on the Government’s 
part. In this instance they are assisting 
_ Australian industry by allowing a com- 
modity used in a process of manufacture 
to be imported free of duty. I wish them 
_ to assist all our industries, and British in- 
_ dustries also, by placing no obstacle upon 
trade between the Commonwealth and 
Great Britain, and that this Parliament 
shall not place any obstacles in the way 
of that trade. I therefore intend to 
move for a reduction of every duty which 
is proposed under the British preferential 
Tariff. I have not failed to notice that 
during the short period that I have been 
absent from the meetings of the Senate 
_ the Government have not made much 
) progress with this Bill. | 
Request negatived. 
Item agreed to. 


_ . item 47 (Egg contents), and item 48 
| ; (ese) not in shell, in liquid form) agreed 


. ‘ian 49— 
' Egg yolk, dry, per lb., British, 1s.; 
A mediate, ls.; general, 1s. 6d. 

- Senator GARDINER (New South 
| Vales) [4. 2].—This item merely repre- 
sents. eas in another form, and in EN 


inter- 


BB raves, eu 


Senator Crawrorp. — The honorable. 


. than it otherwise would be. 


mh 4 
eth Gs 
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to stress ae principle for which I have. 
previously contended, I move— ti 

That the House of Representatives: be re- 
quested to make the item (British) free. Me 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[4.3]—I would point out to Senator 
Gardiner how inconsistent is his action. | 
Great Britain is a large importer of eggs, 
and not an exporter. Consequently, the 
honorable senator’s proposal, if adopted, 
would merely serve to make the food of 
the working man in Great Britain dearer 
As we have 
already allowed denatured eggs to be ad- 
mitted free, according to the honorable 
senator’s line of reasoning, we should 
offer a premium for their importation. 

Request. negatived. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 50 (Eggs, in shell) agreed to. 

Item 51— 


Fish, viz. :— 


(ir) Oysters, fresh, in the shell, per ewt., 23. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[4.7].—Are any fresh oysters in the shell 
imported ? 

Senator Keratina..—Yes. The best 
oysters of the lot are imported in that 
form. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I thought that 
oysters were imported in cold storage. 

Senator Kxratrne.—Fresh oysters m 
the shell- are imported in bags from New 
Zealand. a 

Senator PRATTEN. — No oysters, 
fresh in the shell, are imported from 
Great Britain, and yet under this item 
there is a duty of 2s. per ewt. against that — 
country. A similar remark is applicable 
to other items. For example, there is a 
duty against Great Britain upon bananas 
which are not grown in the Old Country, — 
and a duty upon lemons which cannot be > 
grown there. Perhaps upon the next — 
item I shall ask the Minister to knock out 
the British preferential duty upon 
bananas, because to some extent it si ual 
us to ridicule. 


Senator RUSSELL (Vietoria—Viee- 
President of the Executive Council) — 
[4.8]—The object of the duties levied _ 
upon the various sub-items of this item — 
is that reciprocal trade relations may be > 
entered into between the Commonwealth © 
and New Zealand or Canada. The latter” > 
Dominion berg a large gh a 


y 


i move a request that the 3 
sae oa a Tone | time t¢ 


§ 


o an Viz. :— 
Bananas, per cental, Brith at i in- Fras: the “stand-point. of my 
ter ediate, 2s. 6d.; general, 2s and on | have regard, as I have alread: 

ter 19th M 1, per Ib., British, 1d.; seri Areas 
diate, 1d. generat | diay the true interests of the grower and 


sumers. The consumers in West 


Senator LYNCH {Westera Australia) tralia will be victimized by the ine 
.9].—Until recently the duty upen duty. Western Australia’s very iso. 
ananas under the intermediate and ‘from the banana-producing centres 
general Tariffs was 2s. 6d. per cental. Prives it of the enjoyment of th 
That represented an increase of 1s. per ecessary ‘article of diet. ae 
al upon the Tariffs of 1908 and 1911. Senator Rowzrt.—Westera 
The position seems to be that until this draws supplies from Java. 
_ year we were satisfied with a duty of 1s. Senator LYNCH.—But the ine 
6d. per cental, because under the Tariff duty must entirely deprive it of th 
of 1914 the same rate obtained. In the Plies. I want to put banana gr 
ak Ree cae uiphaacak by Whe! Australia on a good working footin 
| Government, provision was made for if I am asked to believe that the in 
a duty of 2s. 6d. per cental, inter- is languishing, I reply that the > 
mediate and general, but that duty 20t support that contention. 
was raised by another place to ld. of the protection of 1s. 6d, per ¢ cen . 
per Tb., or 8s. 4d. per cental, Such an it has hitherto enjoyed, the banana, ins 
_ Mmpost is much too high. While I am »!Ty is not only in a very fair way, t 
_ prepared to take into consideration the 1 actually flourishing. The 
_ position of those who are engaged in this of its condition is’ to be found in 
young industry, the prospects of its deve. covered pamphlet specially issued 
lopment, and the desirableness of Aus- advocates of a higher duty. 
tralia. producing by white labour all the | Senator Sir Tuomas Grasaow 
_ bananas it requires, I feel that there rests ‘olour—green-—is good. | 
_ upon me a responsibility to support only — Senator LYNCH.—The colou of 
_ that measure of protection which if ample. pamphlet is all right, and if the 
eee the true interests of the consumers and ments used in it were only i in kee 
the . growers, I propose to move that the the colour, I is Sea have no 


we 


_H use of Representatives be requested say on the ‘subject. As 4 matter of ac ty 
| ake the duty 4d. per lb. , instead of 1d. however, in this pamphlet it is stated 
per Ib., or 4s. 2d. per cental, in support of the request for a hig! 


Senator Kearine.—Why not move to duty. that the return from 4 
make the duty 2s. 6d. per cental, as pro- bananas in a given district amou 
d in the Tariff as originally intro- £231, or £57 per acre net. The next 
ed in another place? | used to mes the contention f 
nator ‘LYN OH. —Very well. JI higher duty is a statement by a 
ve— ‘ gentleman ated in the bana 
at ue House of Representatives be re- [try in Queensland to the effect thé 
quested to make the duty, general, per cental, worked 13 acres for a net return o 
(2s. 6d. or £36 per acre. We owe it to ourselve 
LY sire | 18 that the banana growers of to frame a Tariff that will do justice, no 
lia shall prosper and multiply. I only to the Parliament, but to the 
f want to injure the industry; but  flicting interests involved. _ When ft 
ve to ask ourselves whether the duty | 
by the other branch of the Legisla- 
absolutely needed, T penton de that 
ot. It is needlessly high. If I were © 
nsider only the interests of the State 
£ am a ony I would 1 


hich 


OA 
Fe 


Customs Tariff 
ing a protection of only 1s. 6d. per cental, 
the area under bananas increased from 
~  §,000 acres to over 12,000 acres. In other 
- -words, there was a clear increase of 50 
per cent. during this period, under a 
Tariff off only 1s. 6d. ‘per cental, ‘as 
against the present duty of 8s. 4d. per 
-cental. Those who embarked upon the 
industry during this period, and were thus 
responsible for the increased area put 
__ unger bananas, were not influenced by any 
thought as to what the future action of 
this Parliament might be. They had in 
mind only the existing duty of 1s. 6d. per 
b cental, They were satisfied, with such 
a duty in operation, to invest. their capital 
in this way, and, according to all reports, 
“they are now thriving. In a recent issue 
of the Sydney Morning Herald it, was 
stated that banana lands in New South 
Wales were sold at the extraordinarily 
high price of £100 per acre. It is diffi- 
cult in such circumstances to believe that 
the banana industry is languishing. 
aking into consideration all these cir- 
-_ eumstances, I hold that a duty of 1d. per 
Tb, or 8s. 4d. per cental, is far beyond 
what is needed by way of protection. I, 
therefore, hope that the Committee will 
agree to my proposal. 
Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [4.19].— 
I cannot support Senator Lynch in his 
effort to remove the special duty imposed 
on bananas by another branch of the 
Legislature. I recognise that a duty of 
1d. per lb. amounts practically to prohi- 
bition, but I have the assurance of not 


and New South Wales in this Chamber, 
. but people I have met outside, and par- 
ticularly in Queensland, that under rea- 
-. . gonable conditions, it is quite practicable 


price all the bananas required by Aus- 
tralian ,consumers. ; 
Senator Rowrtt.—They cannot supply 
Western Australia. - 
Senator ‘Crawrorp. — Western Aus- 
tralia can supply herself. 

Senator EARLE—TI see no reason 
why, in certain parts of. Western Aus- 
tralia, the banana cannot be successfully 
- cultivated. 


Senator pe Larere.—If the honorable 
senator knew Western Australia, he would 
be aware of reasons why the banana can- 
not be grown there. 
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Senator EARLE.—I saw figs success- 
fully grown in the West, and the fig is 
a more or less tropical fruit. During a 
visit to Queensland I inquired why, in 
view of the size of the industry, there 
were not apparent more banana planta- 
tions; and I was informed that it is im- 
possible for the Queensland grower, de- 
pendent on white labour, to successfully 
compete with the Fijian product. If 
local industries, primary or secondary, 
are to be effectively encouraged, it be- 
hoves this Parliament to afford protection 
against the competition of imported pro- 
ducts which are grown with the assistance 
of black or other cheap labour. It is pos- 
sible that buyers of bananas in Australia 
may be called upon to pay a certain 
penalty for the necessary protection while 
the industry is being built up; but I do 
not believe that any especial hardship 
will be felt for long. If we encourage the 
local production of bananas in our cli- 
matically suitable areas, there will be 
ample provision, within a few years, to. 
supply the whole of Australia’s require- 
ments, and then the price will tend to 
become reasonable by the sheer fact of 
the product having to be marketed im- 
mediately upon maturing. 
‘Senator Rowrert.—What would be the 
position if a similar prohibition were im- 
posed in connexion with apple-growing? 
Senator EARLE.—The apple industry 
is established in at least three of the 
States, while the banana-growing indus- 
try 1s in its infancy. Re haaee: 
Senator Russerz.—It is a _ pretty 
healthy infant, seeing that Australia pro- 
duced last year 435,000 centals, and 1m- 
ported only 76,000. . | 


Senator EARLE.—One important fac- 
tor is that bananas, unlike apples, cannot 
be locked up or stored for any length of 
time. They must be placed on the mar- 
ket when ready, and that consideration is 
bound to regulate the trade when this 
country is able to produce the whole of 
its own requirements. f 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [4.25]. 
I agree that it is desirable that this 
industry should be protected; but, in my) 
view, it has been very well protected in 
the past. The further protection given. 
in this schedule, as it was originally in- 
troduced in another place, was surely 
adequate. . Replying to questions b 

' , : 
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Senator Pratten this afternoon, the Min- 
ister (Senator Russell) furnished infor- 
mation of a strikingly interesting charac- 
ter, ‘The particulars revealed that the 
importations of bananas have been 
steadily diminishing. 

Senator. Crawrorp.—During the war. 

Senator KEATING.—No! The facts 
are shown by the following particulars :— 
In 1913-14 there were imported 367,531 
eentals, valued at £241,137. In 1914-15 
the importation totalled 274,217 centals, 
valued at £238,653. Those figures show 
a decline in the first year of the war; but, 
so far from the war having affected the 
situation in the direction indicated by 
Senator Crawford, the fact is that in 
1915-16 the importations were 329,452 
-centals, valued at £256,395. In 1916-17, 
importations further increased to 399,452 
eéntals, valued at £213,118. The statis- 
ties for 1917-18—the third year of the 
war—reveal that importations dropped 
from close upon 400,000 centals to 
235,952, the value of which was £137,140. 

Senator Crawrorp.—When the  ship- 
ping position was most acute. 

Senator KEATING. — In 1918-19, 
alter the war, importations fell by nearly 
one-half, namely, to 136,139  centals, 
valued at £89,529. For the calendar 
year 1920 the importations were only 
76,080 centals, valued at £76,388. These 
particulars show that the banana-growing 
industry in the Commonwealth is more 
than holding its own. Some weeks ago 
members of Parliament had the privilege 
of seeing a cinematographic representa- 
tion, in the Queen’s Hall, of some of the 
features of the industry in Queensland 
and northern New South Wales. One 
permanent impression. must have been 
earried away by the audience, and that 
had to do with the prospects of the young 
man as revealed in the closing scenes of 
the picture, when he was visualizing his 
motor car and the fiancée who was to 
share a very pleasant home with him on 
the plantation. The whole depiction 
_ Suggested to my mind how successful was 
the industry—not under the Tariff of 
8s. 4d. per cental, but under the protec- 
tion which has been afforded during the 
past few years. The whole industry ap- 
peared to be very thriving and profitable, 
and the lands given up to banana-growing 
_were obviously very valuable when it 
came to a question of selling out. Alto- 
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gether, the conditions of life ‘were very 
attractive; and, in all the cireumstances, 
I wondered: that, almost immediately 


could have pleaded that the banana-grow- 
ing industry was languishing and in need 
of further protection. Since the duty 
has been raised in another place to 8s. 4d. 
a cental there has been an increase in the 
price of bananas. | ay 
Senator Rxerp.—That is not so. oy, 
Senator KEATING.—You will see 
them marked up at 1s. 6d.a dozen, and, in 
Sydney recently, they were being sold for — 
more than 1s. a dozen. i 
Senator Varpon.—lI paid 2s. a dozen 
the other day for bananas. Me 
Senator KEATING.—No doubt, the. 
further you get from Sydney and Mel- 
bourne the more the price of bananas in- — 
creases. I have refused to buy bananas 
since their price has been increased be- 
cause of the increase in the duty, but those — 
who still buy them say that the increase — 
in price is not justified by any improve-— 
ment in their flavour or quality. I re- — 
member when, years ago, bananas could 
be bought for fourteen for 6d. Those 
were Fiji bananas, admitted duty free. - 
Senator Crawrorp.—And I have seen - 
apples sold in Melbourne for 1d. per lb., 
and now apples are 6d. per lb. here. 
Senator KEATING.—The inerease in — 
the price of apples is not due to an mm- — 
crease of the import duty upon apples. 
Senator Crawrorp,—There is an im-— 
port duty of 6s. per cental on apples. — 


Senator KEATING.—What was the 
previous rate? The duty on apples has — 
not been increased as the duty.on bananas — 
has been: increased. The latter has” 
jumped from. Is. 6d. to 8s. 4d. per cental, 
yet we are asked to believe that this has 
had no effect on the retail price of > 7 
bananas. ae 

Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [4.383].—I approach this question ~~ 
from a different angle from that from 
which I would approach other Tariff — 
items. Bananas are undoubtedly an 
essential article of food. Perhaps, if I a 
lived on the Pacific Coast instead of on 
the shores of the Indian Ocean the in- 
creasing of the duty on bananas would 
not seem to me quite so gross a blunder __ 
as it appears from the Western Austra- 
lian point of view. Bananas cannot be 
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‘ taken ee Queensland to Western Aus- 
tralia, and the supplies for that State 
must come from abroad. Queensland has 
no part of the Western Australian banana 
trade, and is not likely to get it, because 
the shipping facilities will not permit of 
that. 

Senator Rerp.—Queensland is going to 
make a good attempt to get it. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—That State has 
never had it, and has no prospect of get- 
ting it. Although banana growing has 
made great strides in Queensland, that 

State has done nothing to obtain the 

Western Australian market for its pro- 
duce. The impost under consideration 
‘is undoubtedly preventing the people of 
Western Australia from procuring an 
essential article of food, and is, therefore, 
a wrong one.’ When, with Senator Keat- 
ing and others, I visited: the sugar dis- 
tricts of Queensland some years ago— 

Senator Crawrorp,—How long ago? 

Senator Kreatine.—In 1905. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—At that time 
we gave the sugar industry the greatest 
 fillip that it had yet received. No one 

can say that this Commonwealth Parlia- 
- ment did not then deal generously with 

Queensland. 

“Senator Crawrorp.—lt, has 

dealt grudgingly with Queensland. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—It has dealt 
generously with that State in regard to 

the sugar industry. The maintenance of 

the White Australia policy, of course, 
justifies the treatment that we have given 
to Queensland, and I have always looked 
at the sugar duties from the broad Aus- 
tralian standpoint. On the occasion to 
- which I refer, we saw a great many 
banana plantations, but the men engaged 
in banana growing were not white men, 
but Chinamen. 
Senator Crawrorp—There is not a 
_ Chinaman in that business to-day. 
* Senator DE LARGIE.—Such a sweep- 


always 


i ing assertion cannot carry weight with 


_ honorable senators. 
_. Senator Rem.—lt is pretty true, any- 
men. NOW: 
Senator DE LARGIE.—So far as 
_ Western Australia is concerned, the pre- 
sent duty on bananas prevents their use 
there. I do not regard this matter from 
the fiscal. stand-point, or from the White 
Australi ‘AEM PRO I look upon it 
oN m | 
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wholly from the stand-point of tins 


people’s need, and I say that if this im- 
post is maintained it will be impossible 
for those living in Western Australia to 


cet bananas. 


Senator Sir 


Committee will not agree to the request. 


THOMAS GLASGOW 
(Queensland) [4.86]—I trust that the. 


We have heard much about the way in > 


which the banana industry has advanced, 
and I draw attention to the fact that the 
progress that has been made has been due 


to the protection which it has received ” 


through ‘the lack of shipping preventing 
competition. In 1898, banana growing 
was a flourishing industry in Queensland, 


no fewer than 4,000,000 bunches bemg 


produced in that year; but afterwards, 
owing to the competition of Fiji, the 
Queensland production declined until, 
just prior to the war, it did not amount 
to 1,000,000 bunches per annum. ‘To 
show the effect of the Fiji competition, let 
me contrast the cost of bringing bananas 
from Fiji to Melbourne with the cost 


of bringing bananas from Queensland to 


Melbourne. In 1919, the selling agents 
in the trade supplied the following parti- 
culars of the cost of bringing a case of 
bananas from Fiji to Sydney :—Transport 
to steamer, 1s.; freight to Sydney, 3s. 2d.; 
duty, 1s. 6d. per cental—say 1s. 1d. a 


case containing about 80 lbs. weight of — 


fruit—wharfage dues, 1id.; inspection 
fees, 2d.; Fiji export duty, 4d. ; cost of 
case, 2s. Od.: ; carting, 2d.; commission, 
say is.; the total -being 9s: 5#d. 
When these figures were made known, fue 
secretary to the Southern Queensland 
Fruit-growers Association 
statement of the cost of transporting a 


compiled a_ 


case of bananas from Gympie to Mel- — 


bourne. 
train, in what are called “ fruit specials,” 


The fruit is carried weekly by | 


the Fruit-growers Association having amy 
arrangement with the Railway Commis- 
sioners of the States under which it is — 


carried through from Gympie to Mel- — 
The mini- 
mum, railway rate per case from Gympie — 
to Melbourne is 4s., the cartage to rail 
averages 1s. 3d., association and landing 
the cost of the case 
averages 1s, 8d., the agent’s commission is — 
10 per cent. on '25s., or about 2s. 6d., the © 
inspection fees at Melbourne 1d., the re- 
ceiving costs at Melbourne 1d., and the 
carting cost at Melbourne 2d, y making the 


bourne direct in about 4 days. 


fees come to Qd., 


<< 
ere Sy 


ae ey. 


rk seen! fo aré 


e as high in Melbourne as in Sydney. 
ator Lyncu.—T wo shillings and six- 
3 against 1s, — | 
ae Sir THOMAS GLASGOW. 
Melbourne selling agents charge 
I ., whereas Fiji bananas 
a commission of 74 

to the “ cost of. « pro- 

ae Fit a native man is paid 
per day and a native woman 1s. 
onde in i ugmeaeye the workers 


Poecs bananas is 1s. 6d. a Hen 


wl pred would be about 4s. 6d. case, there 
being three bunches in a case. It costs 
a least 16s. to produce a case of bananas 
in Queensland, allowing a reasonable re- 

n to the Ane I do not think that 


va ys 
rreat | oy has been said in this Chamber 


a giving adequate protection — 
0 th ba nana industry, sO that those con-- 


industries.. 
100n that the price of bananas 
. increased by the duty, but in to- 
Melbourne Herald bananas 
a 15s. to 20s. a case. 


. 6d. to "Ds. per dozen Aten 
it is not the growers 


ve been ocitig the high prices. 


are sold by auction without re- 
d c growers have to take what 


fruits” ees at 
a cannot become very i 


Clie 


It has been said realize that banana-growing is 


are 
There - 


trade. of Fiji? 


sure of eae anon will 
now that it has been Ce sh d 


2 t0 this Meares at At from. nortl 


hampton. _The Queensland a 


ton and the Tweed River, Ther 
siderable number of banana plan 


I Gale the production smote [0 
350,000 cases in New Sony De 


Wales was in the a 4 Chines 
is not so. 


are 435, 000. . 
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I said the production was about 
eases, If I mentioned million 


viously, | was referring to the num] 
bunches. The cahesrie for eye 
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tralian ee We i in ‘Queens 


Fiji bananas here has been discontin 
Surely the trade of Queensland te 
southern States is of more value than 
The people of | 
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Senator COX (New South Wales) Senator COX.—Then I .am sorry for 


Western Australia. 


[4.49|.—I have heard it stated here to- 
day that bananas are grown in the north- 
ern part of New South Wales by Chinese. 
I was there the other day, and found 
a large number of returned soldiers 
engaged in the industry. They have been 
encouraged to go on to land which is 
rather expensive—in fact, any land on 
the northern rivers is that—and it will 
be a great pity if we cannot help these 
young fellows who are endeavouring to 
make a living there. That district is 
just below the Queensland border. It is 
only in certain aspects that bananas can 
be grown, and as we have put a number 
of returned soldiers on to the land there 
to grow bananas, we have a right to pro- 
tect them. We “ought to leave the duty 
as it 1s. 

Senator Draxze-Brockman. — What 
about the young soldiers who have gone 
on to the land in Western Australia, and 
want to buy bananas for food? 

Senator COX.—If Western Australia 
is the wonderful country that our honor- 
able friends from that State make out, 
as part of their land is in the same lati- 
tude as northern New South Wales and 
Queensland, why do not their young men 
go up into those out-of-the-way parts and 


plant bananas, and see whether they will 


grow? 

Senator pr Larcre.—Because we have 
not the same climatic conditions, 

Senator COX.—I have been told that 
bananas are being grown in Western 
Australia. Honorable senators from that 
State do not know their own country. 

Senator pr Lares. ~Bearcely any are 
being grown there. 

Senator COX.—I do not profess to 
know Western Australia, and I did not 
bring the subject up. Our men have 
been game enough to pay a big price for 
land in northern New South Wales in 
order to attempt to establish the banana 
industry. Why do not men in Western 
Australia go up into the same latitudes 
in their State and make the experiment? 

Senator pe Larerr.—The banana can- 
not be grown without moisture. That is 
our defect in Western Australia. 

Senator COX.—Is there no rain on 
the coast of Western Australia? 

Senator pr Lararr. — Not sufficient, 


At any rate, let us 
produce bananas where we can. We have 
the land, and we have the men who are 
willing to go on to the land and attempt 
to grow bananas. I urge the Committee 
to help these young fellows to establish 
themselves, 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [4.53].—I was surprised to hear 
Senator Cox say that Chinese are not en- 
gaged in the banana trade in the Tweed 
River district. Let me make myself clear 
on the question of Chinese. When they 
are allowed to come into this country I 
want to see them engaged in the most pro- 
fitable occupation that they can engage 
in. I have no ill-will to any race once 
it has permission to associate with us. 
If I said that the Chinese had the mono- 
poly of the vegetable trade’ in 
New South) Wales, some one would 
probably indignantly deny it, on the 
ground that white men are growing 
vegetables, but the fact would remain. 
Their peculiar traits make the Chinese 
most efficient.in that kind of work, and I 
ean assure Senator Cox, not only that 
numbers of them’ are engaged in the 
banana trade on the Tweed River, but 
that in the Hay-street markets in Sydney- 
Chinese control and handle the whole 
business. This is not a question of one 
State against another. In fact, in speak- 
ing against the duty on bananas I ain 
speaking against my own State, because 
I represent the banana-growers of New 
South Wales as well as any one else here 
does. : 

Senator Sir THomas Griascow.—Yes, 
but you are a Free Trader. 

Senator GARDINER, — I believe in 
Free Trade, but Senator Cox is also a 
Free Trader. I heard him say so pub- 
licly when he was returning thanks from 
the hustings. We were told that bananas 
were not going up in price, but in Queens- 
land during the last fortnight fruiterer 
after fruiterer in the shops told me that 
the high price of bananas was due to the 
new Tariff. They said that the price 
at which bananas could be bought pre- 
viously was about 8d. per dozen. The 
dairy farmer and grazier, and other men 
on the land in Queensland who are not 
growing bananas, those on the ‘wheat. 
lands of New South Wales, South “Aus- 


tralia, and Western Australia—and these 


i " 3 / ; NT 
- ’ re; b z a.” o> A § Fe = + ‘ 
EAR Ae Cee - . hye aay 
a fy 1 2 . ie 06 Nae ‘ > fi , y , Y 5 * 
) m: hee rhe YA F 1 g . :' es 
, a os es tN Pas, a ‘ 3 Uy A é “ Pn 


ay ‘ and not at the right season. 


g 
+ 


‘10088 Cuotome Tori 


include returned soldiers—toil, and are 
lucky if they get £4 an acre off their 
holdings. When I last spoke I quoted 
an auctioneer’s advertisement, taken hap- 
: ad from the Tweed River ‘daily, show- 
ing that the rental of 9 acres of banana 
‘fand could be obtained for nine years for 
£2,000. In New South Wales there are 
hundreds of cases where the frechold of 
- thousands of acres could be obtained for 
that money. 

“Senator Crawrorp.—It might be dear 


f 


at the price. / 

_ Senator GARDIN ER.—It is the best 
wheat-erowing land in Australia, and will 
eompare favorably with land in Western 
Australia and South Australia and other 
“good wheat-growing areas. The thing 
that always amazes me about Queensland 
is the tremendous stretches of magnificent 
eountry. 

Senator CrawForp 
population. 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes. What is 
the value of land insQueensland? The 
banana-grower is in quite a - different 
position from the wheat-grower. The 
wheat-grower has to clear his land. The 
banana-grower chops the trees down, and 
while the timber is rotting in the warm 
moist climate the crop is growing. 

‘Senator Orawrorp.—It takes a lot of 
cultivation. 
> Senator GARDIN ER_N ot 
es corn or maize. 

Senator Cox.—If you had to clear a 
tntane patch, which is said to-be the best 
banana land, you would know all about 
ab hy 

Senator GARDINER.—Let us reason 
the matter out fairly. A man who grows 
wheat has to take every root out of his 
ground, Another man can grow bananas 
on begin to get his return almost imme- 

diately after the trees are chopped .down. 
- He ean put his crop in with the hoe, and 
the return is enormous compared ‘with 
that of any other producers in Australia. 
The return from banana-growing is fifty 
times that of any other crop, such as 
wheat, barley, maize, or oats. Although 
“ait may be anathema to be a Free Trader, 
IT do not think that any member of the 
Senate is sufficiently stupid to want to 
; destroy the trade between Australia and 
Pi ‘The ships from Fiji, which bring 
us ad pananas, take back at least three 


(a0. Nd: the, small 


more 
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return. 


your bananas, but you will lose your 


“just the same class of bananas as I have 


_ turnover of our trade with Fiji. 


duced this, the most drastic Protective 


ala 


times the aes af Austra produet 


Senator DraKke- Buse Ay is ‘th 
same with the Western Australian trade 
with Java.. 


Senator, GARDINER, Be |, the 
same thing apples there. We can sell 
our products to Fiji in small quantities 
in regular weekly or monthly shipment, 
because in that warm climate things will 
not keep. Flour, for instance, becomes 
mouldy in a few months. The ‘people of 
Fiji are therefore continually buying 4 
goods from Australia. The Minister says 
that the Fiji banana trade with Australia 
runs to a little over £200,000 a year, and 
T estimate that Fiji takes from us goods: ; 
to the value of £600,000 a year. Are we 
going to let that trade go down the coast. 
of New Zealand, and lose it, because we 
have put a prohibitive duty on an article 
which our people want? I say to the 
Queensland and ‘Tweed River banana- 
growers: “You can put a high price on 


trade, because as soon as bananas reach 
a price beyond the purchasing power of 
the boy in the street, they will cease to be 
bought.” Coming along Bourke-street 1 
saw bananas in the shop windows marked 
at 9 for 1s., and 10 for 1s. They were 


seen sold in the streets of Sydney at. 94 
for 6d. That is one of the effects of the 
increased duty. I have shown the annual 
Fiji is 
a part of the Empire, and its bananas 
come in earlier than, those of Queensland 
or the Tweed River. The Fiji banana 
trade does not interfere with the Aus- 
tralian growers. The best Fiji banana 
trade is over before the Queensland trade 
starts. I believe that 2s. 6d. is a con- 
siderable Protective duty, but I am 
willing to compromise with my principles 
by offering to be reasonable in ny mat- 
ter, seeing that the Senate is Pro- 
tectionist, and that the Giese which 
introduced the Bill is Protectionist also. 
The Protectionist Minister who imtro- 


Tariff ever.imposed in Australia, placed. 
a high Protective duty on. bananas, 
and he represents the banana-growing 
districts of New South Wales. Why | 
should we make the duty prohibitive? — 
Why cut into our Fijian trade hs ik 
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nae “anpose a Se rate. of duty 
which will not injure the Austra- 
han banana-growing industry, but which 
will allow it to frosper as it has 
been. prospering in the past? Senator 
Cox almost gave the show away when he 
_ talked about the high price asked for land 
in the banana districts, where the soldiers 
are settled. 
lands are high in price. 
Senator Duncan.—Up to £200 an acre. 
Senator GARDINER.—Yes. What is 
-wheat-growing land sold at? 


Senator Lyncu.—lIt is thrown at one in 
many places. 


of the land in New South Wales: that 
is suitable for wheat-growing is free- 
hold, and it can be obtained at a few 
- pounds per acre; but banana land on the 
Tweed River, which consists of rough 
land which a man accustomed to the usual 
open country would not think of working, 
is sold at fabulous prices. If one were to 
approach an auctioneer who had ordinary 
banana land for sale, he would find that 
he was asking at least £50 per acre, and 
that land more suitable for the production 
of bananas would be worth from £100 to 
_ £200 per acre, which shows that the indus- 
try is a fairly profitable one, and does not 
need undue protection. As I consider 
bananas a portion of our food supply, I 
trust the members of the Committee will 
exercise a wise discretion when they have 
to decide whether this necessary fruit 
shall be made more costly than it was a 
few months ago. 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia ) 
[5.2].—I desire to correct an impression 
which may have been conveyed to honor- 
able senators by the statement that the 
wages paid in Fiji are exceptionally low. 
fees A ‘banana-grower in Fiji informed me 

that the Indian coolies employed there 
are paid £1 per week, and supplied with 
a certain area of land, and, therefore, the 

_ ery of cheap labour in Fiji loses much of 
its effect. As there has been a consider- 
able increase in wages, the degree of pro- 
tection has also increased. Senator Glas- 
- gow quoted the cost of conveying bananas 
from Fiji to Melbourne, and from Gympie 
to Melbourne, and showed that there was 
a difference of 54d. in favour of Fiji. 
‘he thonorable senator said that it cost 
8s. to Soave a case of bananas by rail 


It is well known that those : 


Senator GARDINER—Exactly.; Most. 
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from Gympie to Melbourne, but it must. 
be remembered that there are ports on the — 
Queensland coast from which there is a - 
splendid steamer service to the southern — 
ports, and there is, therefore, no need for 
growers to incur the expenditure of 4s, 
per case when a cheaper method of transit 
is available. 

Senator Sir Tuomas Grascow.—The 
fruit comes to this market by rail. : 


Senator LYN'CiH.—There is no neces- 
sity for growers to utilize the more ex- 
pensive route when there is an alternative 
and cheaper one by water. The honor- 
able senator also stated that a commission 
of 2s. 6d. was charged, but, as mentioned - 
by Senator Senior, Fiji bananas are sold 
on a commission of 1s., and that discrep- 
ancy needs some explanation. We also 
find on examining the position that a ease 
does not weigh a cental; but, as men- 
tioned by the honorable member for Lilley 
(Mr. Mackay), it is equal to only 
two-thirds of a cental. Senator Glasgow, 
on his own showing, has proved that it 
costs 1s. 6d. more to sell a case of Queens- 
land bananas than a similar quantity of 
Fiji bananas, and I would like to know 
why the Queensland growers do not go 
to the men who are prepared to dispose 
of them on a commission of 1s. It was 
mentioned in another place that a case of 
bananas weighs two-thirds of a cental, so_ 
that while there is a difference of 1s. 6d. 
as additional commission, and only two- 
thirds of a cental in a case, on a whole 
cental there is an extra charge of 2s. for 
selling the product of the Queensland 
grower as against that of the Fijian pro- 
ducer. If the Fijian producer can dis- 
pose of his: product under the conditions 
mentioned, it is clear that there is a fair 
amount of padding and. bulging in the 
figures submitted; and, instead of show- 
ing a disadvantage of 54d. in the case of 
the Queensland growers, they can go to 
those who dispose of the Fijian product. 
and save 2s. per cental. If that saving” 
is added to the old duty, there is a oer 
protection of 5s. per cental. , 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[5.7].—I do not know if there is any. 
item in the Tariff which is likely to place 
me in a more difficult position than the 
one we are now discussing. Personally, mie 
am in entire sympathy with Queensland | 
senators in their desire to Totain the duty 


in "the schedule; A 


ed a can claim “ have among 
nstituents quite a number of 


; ee another ae it was feat a 


ily it had not ee in oes. 
1920, as compared with 1914, on 
igures given, but in New South 
the area has increased from 255 
ae 1914, to 2,853 acres in 1920, 


: eos -PRATTEN I shall «deal 
with that point later. As a senator re- 
‘presenting New South Wales, where we 
have about one-third of the area that 
Queensland has under bananas, I must 
endeavour to give a fair deal to all con- 
-cemed, So far as my knowledge goes, 
banana-growing is about the easiest work 
in rhich a producer on the land can en- 
gage; and if we compare the duty which 
the. Queensland senators wish to sus- 
tain- 

‘enator ‘Crawrorp.—The New South 
Wales senators want it too. 


- Senator PRATTEN.—I am speaking 
for New South Wales. If we compare 
the duty of 1d. per Ib. on bananas with 
1at on citrus fruits, it would appear that 
of 3d. on lemons is only reason- 
there i igs no comparison whatever 
exion with the labour required in 
wing bananas and that necessary in 
pr ducing lemons. I cannot support the 


moved by Senator Lynch, be-. 


a believe that all the evidence 


. ite present hae is reduced by one- 
| nd T intend to move in that direc- 


not Ca eripd. We ie been sup- 
a lot of data in connexion with 
roduction and importation of 
gone Seog aah of the 


my opinion, prove hat ihe in- 
istT Australia has not been damaged 
n con equence of 


bat xen 


importations from Fiji, 
hav a oe ely ae re- 


“cent years. When the | 

tek: i was able We athar’ 

duction in Australia in 

425,000 centals, ns : 
from Fiji in that year represe! te 
centals. As all the figures quoted by’ 
. -Minister are not before me, I cannot 
what the production in “Aust 
1919-20 was; but the importation 
Fiji in that year represent only 
centals. In a constituency wit 

1, 000,000 electors, T have to consi 


of the community as a whole ‘h 
‘bourne Journal of Commerce of 
July, 1921, shows that the importa 
of bananas in 1918-19 were approxin 
62,000 centals, and in 1919-20 ap: 
mately 32,000 ‘centals, ‘Those figure 
apply to Melbourne only. 
Senator Russeii. — The importat 
in 1919-20 were 76,080 centals, 
1920-21, 136,000 centals. uae 


Senator PRATTEN.—My Sure a 
then apply to Melbourne only. ; 
ing to thé Minister’s Bene the. 


of the production within Austen 
have’ to realize the incidence. of WwW 


for Caen growing took nee wh 
duty was even below the so-call 
duty that Mos in the ae i 


place. 
are largely interested i in pore 


I agree with Senator Gardin t 

the Chinese are here they have an eq 
right with any one else to make a reagor 
their business. deals ; but on the auth r 
of the Fiji growers, and is one hr lf 
On Lee and Co., Won Lee and Co., 
Young and Co., Tiy Sang and Co., 
Sang On Tiy and Co., have taken 1p le 
tracts of country in Southern Qt een: 


eit 


and the Tweed River district, a 


. Suh f bananas. 


Ne ae vie ty 
SEAR a RR TA die” aN Sai 
Bigs aA ts 09 Dig 
tae Lh" eae, t tee ee! 
a on 
Bee ay ve 
4 Me 
i 


‘in Queensland are restricted to 5 


: 8 Rie ee Customs 2 Baril 


Ben ktor oles EOlaiess gle 
acres 
each. 

Senator PRATTEN. —Mr. Plain says 
that Tiy Sang and Co. were for years 
engaged in the Fij iji banana industry, but 
have now given it up entirely, and that 
Sang On Tiy and Co., who were also 
Fijian banana growers, have now only a 


“very small area left, finding their Aus- 


tralian investments more profitable. Mr. 
Plain goes on to make certain statements, 

which indorse those made in this Chamber 
by several honorable senators this after- 
noon, in reference to the extraordinarily 


high prices that are asked by land-owners 


for land suitable for banana growing. He 
points out that land which only a few 
years ago»could be bought for £20 per 
acre for dairying purposes is now bring- 
ing from £70 to £100 per acre for banana 
erowing, and that some of it is realizing 
as much as £150 per acre. On the autho- 
rity of the Sydney Morning Herald of 
the 8th August, 1919, before this very 


high duty was imposed, the sale was re- 


ported of 64 acres of banana land for 
£6,450, or a little over £100 per acre for 
virgin land. The Murwillumbah -cor- 


respondent of the Sydney Mail, writing 
on 20th April, 1919, gave the local value 


of a banana farm in bearing at £180 per 
acre. These! figures adequately support 


_ those given in the Senate to-day with re- 
gard to the extraordinarily high values 


that land-owners are reaping in connexion 
with banana growing. Where, then, is 
our justification for increasing” a duty 
that will affect millions of consumers in 
Australia, and often take away from them 


what is certainly a hygienic and necessary 


food, particularly for the young? 
Senator Cox.—Does the honorable sena- 

tor realize that this land only lasts for 

banana-growing purposes for ten or fif- 


teen years? 


Senator Draxz-Brockman.—That em- 
phasizes the honorable senator’s argu- 
ment. : 

Senator PRATTEN.—Of course it 
does. If £200 per acre can be profitably 
paid for land which only lasts for ten 
years, what in the world is the use of this 
Senate imposing a high duty on im- 


ported bananas? I emphasize the point 


that when a number of our returned sol- 


ey: diers commenced growing bananas they 
ei .: did so when the duty was dgiaetane less 
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than a third of what is now proposed. I 
would ask this Senate to consider some 
other aspects of Australian trade in ad- 
dition to banana growing, partici 
trade with Fiji. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator “Bakhap).. 
—The honorable senator’s time has ex- 
pired. | 

Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[5.22]—Senator Pratten has compared 
the labour required_in the production of 
bananas with that required in the pro- 
duction of citrus fruits, but he over-— 
stated his case when he claimed that if — 
bananas needed a protective duty of 1d. 
per lb. lemons would require in propor- 
tion a duty of at least 3d. per lb. Banana- 
growing, being a tropical or sub- tropical 
industry, is in competition with cheap 
labour countries. That cannot be said of © 
citrus fruit-growing. 

Senator Drakr-BrockMaAN. Tate 
grow wild in New Guinea and in all the 
islands of the Pacific. 


Senator OCRAWFORD.—The | wild 
lemon would have no sale in the markets 
of Australia. The Lisbon lemon, the 
lemon of commerce, does not grow wild 
in Queensland or anywhere else. It can 
only be propagated by grafting. JI urge 
the Senate not to come to a hasty con- 
clusion upon this question. There has 
been considerable agitation for a reduc- 
tion in the increased duty placed upon 
bananas by another branch of this Legis-: 
lature, founded on the assumption that 
the increase would mean higher prices for 
bananas, but any one who has given atten- 
tion to the matter must have noticed that 
the price has not increased Saat recent, 
weeks. 

Senator Garprner.—Will the honor- 
able senator go down the street with me 
now and test that contention ? 

Senator CRAWFORD.—I do not ee 
that it would prove my case or that of 
Senator Gardiner unless we could ascer- 
tain exactly the price which was paid: for 
bananas immediately before the increased 
duty was imposed. In the past, when 
there were considerable importations from 
Fiji, regular weekly shipments were made 
from Queensland, but about once a month 
a boat.would arrive from Fiji with a big 
shipment, and for_a few days the banana 
market was in a very depressed condition. 
The wholesale. price fell consideran yy bu 
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the retail price remained the same. The 
question at issue to-day is of considerable 
importance to Queensland, a State with 
an area of 670,000 square miles, but with 
fewer people in it than are to be found 
am Sydney or Melbourne. As a conse- 
quence of its sparse population, and be- 
cause its capital city is so small in com- 
parison with either Melbdurne or Sydney, 
it is impossible for Queensland to com- 
pete, in respect to a great many of. the 
secondary industries, with the manufac- 
turers of the large cities of the south, who 
have svide markets right at their doors; 
and if Queensland is to receive its share 
of the advantages of a Protective policy 
special consideration must be given to its 
primary industries. Looking at the 
Tariff as introduced, we find that the very 
opposite is the case. It provided higher 
duties on the products of the temperate 
parts of Australia than it did for the pro- 
ducts of the tropical part, overlooking the 
fact that the latter had to face the com- 
petition of cheap-labour countries, while 
the former were merely in competition 
with countries where the conditions of 
labour and wages were approximately 
sumilar to those existing in the Common- 
wealth. Let us take as an example the 
duty upon apples, which is 6s. per cental. 
That is not only 3s. 6d. per cental more 
than Senator Lynch proposes as the duty 
on bananas, but quite recently there was 
‘an absolute embargo upon the importa- 
tion of apples, its purpose being to find a 
market within Australia for as many 
apples as the people of Australia could 
possibly consume. Again, a little while 
ago, when a Tasmanian industry, the pro- 
duction of carbide, was threatened, an 
embargo was placed upon importations 
from abroad, and I do not think it has 
been removed. Why should this con- 
‘sideration be given to the industries of 
the south, while such secant consideration 
is given to the industries of the north? 
We hear a lot about the White Australia 
policy, and the necessity for keeping the 
‘race pure. I believe in that policy. 
Whilst I believe in excluding certain 
‘races from this country, I also believe in 
excluding the products of the labour of 
those races. It has been stated that 
there are many Chinese engaged in the 
production of bananas in Queensland. I 
‘know that that is not the case, though 
+ Senator Crawford, 
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there may here and there be an mi | 
Chinaman engaged in the industry. I am 
wondering whether, when we come to that 
section of the Tariff dealing with furni- 
ture, there will be a strong move made 
to reduce the present protection afforded. : 
to that industry by 50 or 75 per cent., 
because nearly the whole of the furniture — 
manufactured in Melbourne is made ny 


Chinese. I doubt it. ‘ 
Senator Prarren..— It is not so in ae 
Sydney. tet 


Senator CRAWFORD. oy is 50, ins ao 
Melbourne. ei 
Senator Cox.—A great deal of fmm. 
ture is made in Sydney by Chinese. _ 
Senator Garpiner.—- The Chinese — 
ecabinetmaker is a better unionist than the 
other fellow. Machinery makes most of — 
our furniture, and the Chinese do not use 
it. | 
Senator CRAWFORD. — Honorable — 
senators from Western Australia com- 
plain that the duty on bananas will have 
a very. special effect in their State be- 
cause of its distance from those portions 
of the Commonwealth in which bananas 
are grown. ‘There are portions of West- 
ern Australia of about the same latitude 
and having similar climatic conditions to _ 
those prevailing in the banana districts — 
of New South Wales and Queensland. 
Senator pe Larcrs. — The honorable 
senator shows that he does not know any- 
thing about Western Australia when he — 
talks like that. aie 
Senator CRAWFORD. —Aecording in aM 
the official Year-Book, bananas are grown , 
in Western Australia at the present time,  —_ 
and if so, it seems reasonable to assume 
that they ean be grown there in such 
quantities as are needed to supply the eat 
Western Australian demand for the fruit. — 
Senator pr Larcin.—Grapes are cron 
in England. 
Senator CRAWFORD.—I know that, 
and bananas are also grown in Laekae 
Senator de Largie does not, I am sure, — 
mean to suggest that bananas can be 
grown in Western Australia only under 
the same hot-house conditions as those in 
which grapes and other tropical fruits 
are grown in England. I feel that mem= 
bers of this National Parliament are not 
in this matter taking that broad Austra-— 
lian outlook which they should take. 
Senator . Draxr-Brockman. — EBS: 
broad Queensland outlook. 


Ae 


Tand— outlook ih fl: to products of 
the south is not a narrow one. Queens- 
landers are not geographical Protection- 
ists. _ They ‘believe in a Tariff which 
— will give the industries of Australia a 
_ fair show, irrespective. of the part of the 
: Commonwealth i in which they are carried 
on. Unfortunately, there seems to be a 
é very clear distinction drawn by some hon- 
_ orable ‘senators between industries of the 
-- north and those of the south. ‘The rea- 
son, no doubt, is that the population of 
ot the. Commonwealth is .at present to be 
_ found chiefly in the temperate latitudes. 
Ti will not always be so. ‘The day will 
come, no matter what injustice may be 
- done to the northern half of Australia in 
_ the meantime, when Queensland, owing 
to its population and production, will be 
the dominant partner in the Common- 
wealth. 
Senator Draxr-Brockman.—Not so 
long as £200 per acre is charged for land 
there. 
Senator CRAWFORD.—As | regards 
land values, I cannot speak of prices in 
New South Wales, but I have never heard 
of unimproved land in Queensland, for 
any purpose whatever, bringing more 
_ than £30 per acre. That land is equal to 
the very best in Australia. If it were 
situated at Bacchus Marsh, on the Snowy 
River, or on the Derwent in Tasmania, 
Sas would probably bring from £100 to 
: £200 per acre. 
Senator Lyncx.—Unimproved land? 


Senator CRAWFORD.—Yes. In Tas- 
mania, hops could be grown on that land, 
er) anid. they are protected to the extent of 1s. 
per lb. Something was said about the 
trade whicl Australia was previously 
_ doing with Fiji. We know that the stea- 

mer Levuka, which hitherto has been 
trading between the Commonwealth and 
- oy was taken off that run and put into 
the Australian coastal trade, but let me 
- inform honorable senators that the ship- 
ping company concerned announced its 
- intention of doing that twelve months ago. 
Jt announced that the Levuka was to “be 
transferred to the Australian coastal 
trade, and the Suwa was to take up the 
~ running - between Australia and Fiji. 
Surely the trade between our own States 
; of as much value as trade between 
us tralia and some outside country ? 
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There! is not a ship that comes down noe 
with produce from Queensland that does 


not go back laden with the manufactures 


and products of the South. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 


—The honorable senator’s time has” ia 
pired. 


Australia) [5.37]—I wish to reply to a 


few of the assertions made by Senator 


Crawford and others. During the course 
of this debate, honorable’ senators must 
have been struck by the extreme modesty 
of senators coming from Queensland. 

Senator Orawrorp. — Why remark 
upon the obvious? 


Senator DRAKE-BROCK MAN. pes 
haps it has been so obvious as not to re- 
quire remark. So successful have the re- 
presentatives of Queensland been in their 
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Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN (Western | 


last effort at brigandage, shall I call it, 


that perhaps they have been encouraged 


to make another effort in the same direc- 
tion. Australia, with extreme generosity 
in granting assistance to the sugar indus- 
try of Queensland, has made the people 
engaged in that industry a present of some 
£23,000,000. That is a fair sum of 
money. One section of the Queensland 
people has succeeded in extracting this 
sum of money from the pockets of the rest 
of the people of Australia, and, encour- 
aged by that success, other sections of the 
people of Queensland are now etl i | 
another feat of the same sort. 


Senator Sir Tuomas Guascow. They. 
could not get a railway across a desert. 


Senator Crawrorp.—The ‘Common- 
wealth is losing £500,000 a year on the 
irs enon annriel railway. 


Senator > DRAKE-BROOKMAN. an 
was not a party to assisting the Queens- 
land sugar-growers to get this money out 
of the people of Western Australia, and 
I am not going to be a party to enable 
Queensland banana-growers, who are 
already adequately protected, to extract 
more money out of the pockets. fh e 
people of the State I represent.  — 


Senator pp Larcre.—We got the fae: 
continental railway in spite of the Kote 
of Queensland representatives. ; 


Senator DRAKE -BROCKMAN. 
That is so, but I am not at present « dis 
cussing the merits of the traneeouitht 
railway. : , SN 


‘ 


r not oe arate 
“DRAKE-BROCKMAN, ay 


‘to impose a duty of 8s, 4d. per cen- 
tal on bananas. I want to analyze the 
xtraordinary modesty of senators from 
nsland. In the face of the figures 
3 : received from Senator Gardiner, 


rat Tate Esiatre they ask for an extra- 
inarily high protection on this article, 
which amounts to prohibition. 

Senator Russetu.—I am not respon- 
ble for this duty. 

enator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. —I 
know that the Minister does not in the 
least agree with the duty in its present 
form. ‘No reasonable man could, unless 
he ‘were prejudiced by an extraordinary 
position. and an extraordinary past suc- 
ess in a similar venture as honorable 
senators: from Queensland are. 

Senator Crawrorp.—I do not think 
ee ‘Senator Drake-Brockman , should 
make such a personal matter of this. 

Senator’ DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—I 
Nese: said that honorable senators from 

" Queensland are very modest people, and 
Tam analyzing their modesty. Senator 
rawford drew a picture to indicate how 
adly the people of the north had been 
treated as compared with the people of 
the south. He may havea ede on this 
subject. — 

Senator Duwnoan.—However badly we 
treated them, they were never treated half 
» badly. as by their own Government. 

Senator DRAKE - BROCKMAN. — 
is perfectly true. Surely the people 
ve apiaeeg have some claim to considera- 


: That may . be perfectly true. 
hat trade goes on between Queensland 
We en. eos Very little. So 


ia secures her supplies, not from 
sland, but from Java, and in ex- 
‘sends to Java grapes, apples, and 
roducts. I am informed from the 
rees of authority in Western Aus- 
t La this Pb on bananas i is con- 


: of bananas” in Perth ga 


severe “ Edoek in eee divantous 
that State suffers sufficiently foo 
a member of the Federation!  __ 
Senator Crawrorp.—Would the | 
able senator tell us how many ships 
down laden with bananas from Ja 
Western Australia? ie 
Senator DRAKE - BROC ! 
There is a regular trade in ban 
tween Java and Western Australi 
over, it is a growing trade. Weh 
hear to Ae ay trade. with 


a. erowing trade, and we ake in ex 
bananas from J ava. No ee 


it used to bes a common tae to set 
dren about the streets of our capi al 
eating bananas. | 2 

Senator Crawrorp.—Why is ae y 
common thing now, seeing that bee 
of bananas has not increased? 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN 


i will be a most uncommon dines 
any bananas in Western Australia 
Senator pe Larere.—It ‘means 
hibition. fi) 
Perarer DRAKE-BROCKMA IN 


crease in ie wholesale price. — an 
stand that the reason is that the: 

‘ring ” controlling bananas, and 
soon as this duty is passed by. the 
the price will be increased. —s_, 

Senator Sir Tuomas Guascow.- 
can that be so, when the bananas are S¢ 
at auction, and without reserve? 

Senator. DRAKE-BROCKMAN 
am. not concerned with what is hap} 
in Melbourne; but I know that th 


* 


io all, 
cut up for banana-growing was sold for 


“ 


sold for £200 is quite incorrect. 


Western Australian Government 


to 
Western Australia is at fault in not grow- 
_ ing its own bananas. 


Ppueoas ee 
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Australia does 
_ Queensland, but from Java. 


not get bananas from 
If the pre- 


‘sent duty is increased the Java supply 


will be cut off, and the people of West- 
ern Australia will have to pay Immense 
prices for bananas or go without them. I 
appeal to the Committee to support the 
amendment proposed by Senator Lynch, 
who displayed a true modesty—not the 
modesty displayed this afternoon by 
Queensland senators—when he merely 
asked that the duty should be made 2s. 
6d. “Why it should have been increased 
Fein Is. 6d. to 2s. 6d. I do not know. 
The wonderful prosperity enjoyed by the 
‘Queensland growers under the duty of 
‘1s. 6d. does not justify any increase at 
We have been told that virgin land 


from £50 to £200 an acre. 

Senator Crawrorp. — The statement 
that virgin land for banana-growing was 
No 
banana land was.ever sold at that price. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — I 
shall not argue the question with the hon- 
orable senator; but we have been given 


definite facts this afternoon concerning 


the prices at which virgin land has been 
sold for banana-growing. Senator Craw- 
ford has suggested that bananas might be 
grown in Western Australia, which has a 
sub-tropical climate. Some years ago the 
ap- 
pointed Mr. Despeissis Commissioner for 
Tropical Agriculture, and he carried out 
a great number of experiments, some of 
which were very successful. He proved 
the possibility of growing cotton and 
tobacco, but his attempts to grow bananas, 
I am informed, were a failure. 

Senator Sir Tuomas Giascow.— What 
have been the developments in connexion 


with the cultivation of cotton and 
tobacco ? . 
Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — 


Those products are not grown in West- 
ern Australia because of the lack of 
labour; and we cannot grow bananas be- 
cause the rainfall is too light and the 
land is unsuitable. That is my answer 
Senator Crawford’s statement that 


Senator Lyncu.—We might ‘as well 


ask: why Queensland does not grow its 


Inder normal conditions Western 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
5.51].—I rise to complete my remarks 
that were interrupted by a standing order 
that, in my opinion, should be suspended. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap).. 
—The honorable senator must not discuss 
the Standing Orders at this stage. There 
is a proper method of doing that. 

Senator PRATTEN.—As the standing 
order came down on me like a guillotine 
in the midst of my speech, I shall appeal 
to Ministers to-morrow to suspend or 
amend it, in order to allow a senator to — 
extend to half-an-hour his first speech 
on an important item. Already I have 
seen Senators Lynch, Guthrie, and Craw- 
ford interfered with three times by this 
standing order in the~course of one 
speech. 

I do not argue that the banana indus- 
try of Queensland until now has been 
in a very flourishing condition. It has 
more than held its own, and there have 
been very rapid developments in banana 
growing in the valley ot the River 
Tweed, in New South Wales. The area 
under crop increased from practically 
nothing to nearly 3,000 acres in 1920 
under the old duty. Although I am a repre- 
sentative of that district, as part of New 
South Wales, and will be responsible to 
the growers for my actions in the Senate, 
I fail to see that the extraordinarily high 
duty on bananas is required by them. We 
have received no representations whatever 
from the Tweed growers who have selected 
that 3,000 acres. 

Senator Rem. —They belong to the 
same organization as do the Queensland 
banana-growers, and they work together. 


Senator PRATTEN.—If they ignore 
their representatives in the Senate they 
must take the risk. I have received no 
representations at all from any of the 
growers, who, acconding to statistics given — 
in another place in support of the in- 
creased duty, are cultivating 3,000 acres , 
for the production of bananas. I give 
notice that I shall move an amendment to © 
Senator Lynch’s request in order to reduce — 
the duty by 50 per cent. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). s 
—The procedure adopted in connexion — 
with former Tariffs, and vouchsafed to 
the Committee ‘by Senator Byzacott, as 
Acting Chairman, is that in regard to in- — 
creases the : highest request shall be taken . 


je 
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rt ae in oeand. to maduchion the lowest. 


must be taken first. To accept an amend- 


cent upon a motion for a request would 


your suggestion, sir. 


industries. 
shall propose will be absolutely sufficient 


tion, — ; 
the consumers; although it will be a high 


wnnecessarily complicate, the procedure ; 


‘but if Senator Lynch’s motion for a—re- 


quest is negatived, Senator Pratten may 


bane move a further request. 


' Senator PRATTEN.—1 shall act upon 
I take this course 
out of sympathy with the appeals of hon- 


erable senators from Queensland that. we 


should give adequate protection to tropical 
In my opinion, the duty I 


for the industry in any and every direc- 
It will safeguard to a great extent 


duty, 1t will Hob. be “prohibitive, and I 


think it is the limit to which my friends 


from Queensland can reasonably ask the 


Committee to go, having regard to the 
fact that it will be an increase of nearly 


three times the British preferential duty 
that was in operation prior to the 19th 


| May, 1921, and nearly twice that which 


was in operation against bananas from 


Fipi, Java, or elsewhere under the old 
‘Tarif. One of the strongest arguments 


against allowing the duty imposed. in 


nother place to remain is that the whole 


of the extensive development in the in- 
dustry, the increase in the prices paid for 
banana lands, and the big crops taken 
from those lands, occurred before the high 


Tariff was imposed i in May last. 


Senator Borron. — Why increase the 
duty at all? 
Senator PRATTEN.—The Meals 


made to me by my brethren from Queens- 


land to treat tropical industries in a 


liberal, if not handsome, way, have had 


‘some effect, but there is no evidence that 
banana-growing in Australia will not be 
a highly lucrative industry even with the 


lower duty I shall propose. 


‘Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [5.58 |].— 
T wish to regard this question from a 
purely Australian point of view, and I 


regret that there has been introduced into 


the discussion a suggestion of conflict be- 
tween the interests of north and south. 


_ Such a feeling should be absent from the 


discussion, because the majority of hon- 


- orable senators are prepared to deal with 
this question fairly, and recognise that 
any suggestion in the interests of any pri- 
mary industry must benefit the whole 


- eit Bet eo een 


Commonwealth, whilst the failure of the 
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banana- -growing ee wont 


-yeason why bananas are carried by rail 


judicial to the interests of the whole Com: 
monwealth. I have been anxious to cor 
to a conclusion as to whether we can 
fairly impose upon the consumers © 
bananas the heavier burden which. wi 
be inevitable if the duty in the schedul 
is continued, or whether, on the othe 
hand, it is rene anole to reduce the duty 
having regard to the: interests of thos 
engaged in the industry. Some of the 
speakers ‘have clearly shown that the in- 
dustry, which has been established fo 
some years, has been regarded as highly 


profitable, especially during the last 
few years, even under the old Tat 
Other speakers have pointed out 


imposed upon Ques } 
land growers by the enormous cost 
of’ transporting their product to 
to the large centres of population in Aus- 
tralia. I should like the point to be mad 
clear whether it is essential that bananas 
grown at Gympie should be railed to Mel 
bourne. Why was the carriage © 
bananas by rail introduced in the first 
instance? Is it not a fact that the rail 
ways had to be used for the transport ry) 
this fruit because of the scarcity of ship 
ping a few years ago? Is that the onl 


the handicap 


instead of being carried by sea? 


Senator Crawrorp.—When they | are 
transported by rail they reach our larg 
centres of population in half the time 
that they would otherwise oceupy. 


Senator Rerm.—Railway carriage was 
adopted to enable all the fruit to” be 
landed in a fresh condition. 


Senator PAYNE.—But if bananes 
from Fiji can be landed in our chief 
ports in good condition, why cannot 
bananas from Guccnlana’ ve 3k 


Senator Retp.—aA_ boat specially fitted 
for the carriage of bananas has been run- 
ning regularly to Fiji. We have no > such 
vessel upon our coast. : 


Senator PAYNE.—I regret that Senet 
tor Crawford did not enlighten us upon 
this point, because the charges made by 
agents for the handling of bananas in 
cases seem to be out of all proportion to 
the value of the services rendered. Sea © 
carriage is the natural method of trans- 
portation for fruit of this description. — 
But the growers have adopted the most 
expensive form of carriage possible, : 
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Senator Rerp.—Does not the honorable 
senator think that the grower knows his 
own business ? re 
_ Senator PAYNE.—But we are being 
asked to give him a much heavier protec- 
- tion than he has hitherto enjoyed to en- 
able him to continue sending his bananas 
by rail to the chief centres of Australia. 
_ Senator Glasgow has told, us that a com- 
_ mission of 2s. 6d. per case is charged by 
_ agents for disposing of this fruit. That is 
equivalent to about 174 per cent. upon the 
prices quoted by the honorable senator, 
namely, 15s. to 20s. per case. It has been 
said that returned soldiers are engaged 
in the industry of banana growing. I am 
glad that that is so. But we cannot get 
away from the fact that they were in- 
duced to take up banana-growing upon 
- figures which were available to them prior 
to the imposition of such a heavy duty. 
_ Yet we know upon good authority that 
the industry was previously a lucrative 
one. | 
If the present duty be continued, I 
_ wish specially to stress the possibility of 
-. Australia losing her trade with Fiji. We 
must always recognise that we are de- 
pendent upon other countries for our 
prosperity. I have been assured upon 
_ the very best authority that many Aus- 
- tralians are engaged in banana-growing 
in Fiji. These men invested their capital 
there, knowing that they could command 
a fair market for their produce in the 
~ Commonwealth, and in return for that 
market they have been drawing their sup- 
plies from us. In 1918-19 I learn that 
- the total imports into the Commonwealth 
-» from Fiji were valued at £192,921, and 
during the same year our exports to those 
islands were valued at £443,981. 


Senator Crawrorp.—How much of 
that amount is represented by re-exports? 


Senator PAYNE.—We cannot hope to 
impose a prohibitive duty upon the pro- 
ducts of any country without provoking 
retaliation. I do not wish to see our trade 
with Fiji diverted to New Zealand, as it 
inevitably will be if we do anything to 
prevent the Fijian banana planters dis- 
posing of their produce in Australia. At 
the same time, I have no desire to place 
‘the industry in Fiji upon the same basis 
as the industry in the Commonwealth. 
‘We ought, however, to give Fijian 
bananas a reasonable amount of encour- 
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Bill. 10697 
agement. Senator Lynch has moved that 
the other place be requested to reduce the — 
duty upon bananas to 2s. 6d. per cental, — 
and I understand that Senator Pratten 
intends to submit a request in favour of | 
reducing the duty to 4d. per lb. Your — 
remarks, sir, in regard to the procedure to — 
be adopted in dealing with these requests 
have placed honorable senators in a 
quandary. Some of us may desire to 
give the Queensland grower a protection — 
of $d. per lb. But if Senator Lynch’s | 
proposal, which must be put to*the Com- 
mittee first, be carried, we shall be 
afforded no opportunity of voting upon 
the proposal which has been outlined by — 
Senator Pratten. I would, therefore, 
suggest that Senator Lynch should with- — 
draw his motion until the proposal fore- 
shadowed by Senator Pratten has been 
dealt with. : 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—It has been correctly laid down 
by Senator Buzacott that the pro- 
cedure adopted in connexion with former 
Tariffs has ‘been that where reduc- 
tions .of a duty are sought the lowest 
duty should first be put to the vote, and 
that where increases are requested the 
highest increase proposed should be dealt. 
with first. If the Committee rejects 
Senator Lynch’s motion, Senator Pratten’s 
proposal may then be pnt. But if Sena- 
tor Lynch’s motion be carried, the hon- 
orable senator must see that that action 
will express the will of a majority of the 
Committee. : 

Senator PAYNE.—There may be a 
number of honorable senators who are 
strongly opposed to the present duty of 
1d. per lb. upon bananas but who are not — 
prepared to go as far as Senator Lynch. — 
Under the procedure which has been out- — 
lined, these honorable senators will be 
entirely debarred from voting in favour — 
of any reduction of the duty. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Their attitude — 
must be quite clear to themselves. They — 
may act as they think fit in regard to © 
Senator Lynch’s proposal. If that be not — 
carried, any further proposal will be con- — 
sidered. Risie Si 

Senator PAYNE.—If any Queensland — 
senator should contribute further to this — 
discussion, I should like him to make © 
clear to the Committee why it is 
necessary to continue the present method — 
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fling es froth aie to. Mel 
ourne. If there be no possibility of 
marketing the fruit by means of sea-car- 
: iage, consideration, of course, must be 
‘ siven to that fact. But up to the present | 
ime nobody has intimated whether a 
sheaper method of transportation cannot 
e adopted. Upon the figures which have 
een submitted to us to-day, it costs more 
to market in Sydney a case of bananas 
from Gympie than it does to forward a 
ease of bananas from Levuka to Sydney 
< Melbourne. 
_ Senator Crawrorp. ~-What are the re- 
c ive. distances ? 
Senator PAYNE.—The cost tof send- 
ng bananas from Gympie to Melbourne 
eught to be infinitely less than the cost 
of transporting bananas from Fiji to 
_ Melbourne, as the distance in the former 
ease is so much shorter. In dealing with 
this matter, we must consider the cost of 
_ marketing the article which is required 
for consumption. If we have no reliable 
figures i in that connexion, we cannot arrive 
at an accurate conclusion. 
Senator REID (Queensland) Ped8 |e 
LT ask honorable senators to recognise that 
ae the banana industry has now entered upon 
A quite a new phase in its development. 
- Hitherto bananas have been grown in 
- Queensland, chiefly, by Chinese. It is 
only during recent years that the industry 
has got into the hands of white men. A 
good deal has been said this afternoon 
a about the way in which the industry has 
been developed without the aid of a 
Tariff. But I would point out that it de- 
veloped to its present proportions with 
‘aid of white labour only within the 
ar period. The rush which took place 
in Queensland and upon the Tweed River 
‘or land which is suitable for banana cul- 
vation occurred solely during the war 


ch. 


: fact Ae dare that period Fijian 
bananas — were shut out of Australia, so 
ur own. market was open to the local 
ore. The result was that the price 


y. i 
Se a Kearina.—Statistics show that 
mportation | of bananas decreased dur- 


‘ing he war p 
Senator REID. —They do not. hose. 


and veer lay Tweed River for hoe 


and Customs ( 


yersons who took up land in Queens- 
. ie ay of ae and the ii 


"purpose of engaging in the 
so because the price of ‘banan 
jso high that it ak ther 

‘go. The industry. is, 
new one, so far as 
ment of white labour is_ erD 
The prices that have been ruling. 
bananas have been largely respon ible for 
the growth of the industry., T! ate 
ment has been made wile up ah 


te red River. I do a ae 10 
virgin country for which that price h 
been obtained; but it might have be 
paid for plantations i in full bearing. J 
own view is that many of those who hat 
recently taken up banana land at the 
prices which, owing to the keen dem 
have. been ‘ruling, will  “ burn’ 

fingers” over it. I told many o: 


will regret having paid such ve : ing’ 
high rates. They were induced t 
because the abies rates for ba op 


heved that, bee thie Se land 
they would be able to make a goo ay 
If the Tariff is reduced, however, - 
of them will have to go out of th 
try. They will lose the money they ve 
invested in it, and much Commonwe th 
money that has been expended - 1 
lishing returned soldiers on bane _ 
will also be lost. eee 


a on. 


Senator REID. Bo $0. 
that vessels during the war were 
the Fiji trade made such ~ 
for the locally-grown bananas tha 
were induced to pay high pr ces for 
banana country, and unless this duty 
‘continued they will find themselves it 
serious difficulties. I accompanied twe 
deputations representing banana-gro 
including returned soldiers, on the T 
River, as well as in Southern Queensle 
that. waited on ie Minister for 
Greene), | an 
Assistant Minister ne Repatriation 
Rodgers), and asked for : 
duty, pointing out that, having 


Customs Tariff 


values, it was necessary that they should 
have more protection. The members of 
_ the deputation were closely cross-ques- 
tioned by the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
- toms, and there can be no doubt that they 
__ put up an excellent case for the increased 
duty which was passed by another place.” 
Senator Payne has asked why bananas 
are brought by rail instead of by sea from 
Queensland to..Sydney and Melbourne 
_ markets. The answer is that the growers 
- found that the exposure of the fruit on 
the decks of steamers led to great de- 
terioration and wastage, and that. there 
were so many delays in connexion with 
the shipping services that it was highly 


trains. With this object in view, the 
banana growers of Southern Queensland 
and the Tweed River, New South Wales, 


- formed themselves into an association, and 


guaranteed to the Railways Commis- 
_ sioners of Queensland, New South Wales, 
and Victoria a certain weekly tonnage of 
fruit for the Sydney and Melbourne mar- 
_. kets, with the result that weekly fruit 
- trains were arranged. This special ser- 
vice has benefited not merely the growers, 
but the consumers, who are thus able to 
obtain their fruit fresher and in much 
better condition than was possible under 
the old system. 


ss 


ges 


Senator Duncan.—Fiji bananas are at 
a disadvantage to that extent. 


e Senator REID.—1 shall deal with that 
‘point presently; but I desire, - first 
of all, to meet the case put up by 

honorable senators from Western Aus- 


in that State of a supply of bananas. As 
' a matter of fact, the Southern Queensland 
Fruit-growers Association is now nego- 
_tiating with the Commonwealth Commis- 
sioner for Railways and the Railways 
Commissioners of Western Australia for 
a fruit train which, after making: de- 
- liveries in New South Wales, Victoria, 
and South Australia, will go right through 
to the capital of the western State. 
Arrangements have already been com- 
pleted for a fruit train running through 
to Adelaide, and it is hoped that it will 
shortly go right through to Perth. The 
people of Western Australia will then be 
able to obtain all the bananas they 

‘require. vf | a 
ay ae 
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desirable to arrange for special fruit. 


tralia that this duty deprives consumers 
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Bill. 
Senator Garpiner.—Will Queensland 
in return take supplies of grapes, apples, — 
and figs from Western Australia? 
Senator REID. — The Fruitgrowers — 
Association has been endeavouring to 
arrange for an exchange of fruit between 
the various States. | 
Senator) Garpiner.—But 
can grow every fruit. | 
Senator REID.—I do not know any 
fruit that Queensland cannot grow; but 
when certain fruits are out of season in- 
that’ State there is no reason why it 
should not be able to obtain them from 
other States. If this duty be reduced, how- 
ever, a great many of the exchanges which 
it is anticipated will be made as the re- 
sult of a regular fruit train service will © 
be impossible. As to the price of Fiji 
bananas in Melbourne, I would point out 
that before the trade with Fiji ceased the 
Melbourne agents were in the habit of 
purchasing green bananas in Fiji while 
they were still on the trees. By buying 
their fruit on the plantations, and hand- 
ling it direct, they were able to avoid 
much of the commission charges and 
other costs -which Queensland growers — 
have had to bear. It is well known that, 
in all the States, bananas grown in 
Queensland or on the Tweed River are. 
offered for sale as Fiji bananas. No 
bananas have been brought in here from 
Fiji since 27th May last, yet in almost 
every fruit-shop window one can see fruit 
ticketed “ Fiji bananas.” The price of 
bananas here to-day is less than it has 
been for three or four years. ! 
Senator Garpinrr.—I invite the hon- 
orable senator to come down town with 
me this evening in order to prove that 
statement. iB 
Senator REID.—I shall be happy to 
do so. I am not indulging in mere 
empty talk; I am prepared to join with — 
the honorable senator in visiting a°num- — 
ber of representative fruit shopkeepers — 
to-morrow with the object of proving — 
that bananas are selling to-day for less 
than the price for which they were selling — 
two or three months ago. ‘They are 
cheaper to-day than they have been for 


Queanslana 


ts 


the last three or four years. haa 
Senator Rowertr.— Because Queens- 
land lately has been flooding the market. — 
Senator REID. — No; the Fruit-— 
growers Association has been making — 


“10700 a : Customs oe 


ipl arrangements to ey all towns 
with their fruit. Naturally, when the 
‘Fiji trade was cut out the supply of 
bananas from Queensland was increased. 
Senator Gardiner said that when in Bris- 
‘bane last week he had to pay 8d. a dozen 
for bananas, and that the shopkeeper 
from whom ‘he made his purchase said 
that the increased price was due to the 
Tariff. That statement will not bear 
examination. The Tariff could have no 
effect on the price, since Fiji bananas are 
not sold in Brisbane. Brisbane is_ so 
‘close to the Tweed River and its local 
supplies that it does not pay to bring 
bananas from Fiji. 

Senator Garpiner.—-But the local 
agents have increased the price of the 
local article. 

Senator REID.—Just as land agents, 
because of the demand, have been putting 
up the price of banana land to the re- 
turned soldiers and others who want to 
enter the industry. Bananas grown in 
Queensland or on the Tweed River will 
eompare favorably with any grown in 
Fiji. Queensland bananas are marked 
up in many shop windows as having been 
grown in Fiji. 

Senator Keatine.—Why should that 
be done if the Queensland bananas are 
superior ? 

_ Senator REID—It is done by shop- 
keepers merely to overcome local preju- 
dice. 

Senator 


Botton.—What about 


for such a thing? 
patos REID.—I am not upholding 
I am simply pointing out what is 
pan The majority of the people are 
really unable to distinguish between a 
Fiji and a Queensland banana. Senator 
Pratten has said that many Chinese are 
engaged in the banana industry. I have 
travelled through the Tweed River dis- 
_ trict and throughout Southern Queensland, 
where bananas are grown, and do not 


_ hesitate to say that there are not many. 


Chinese in the industry. There may be 
a few, but most of them have been 
settled in Queensland or.in the Tweed 
_ River district: for many years. As soon 
as banana-growing commenced to pay 


handsomely, as it did for a time, in con-. 


sequence of the effect of the war on the 
shipping service, these Chinese, like other 
_ settlers, went into the industry. 
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lose no time in testing the truth of ‘the 


the 
commercial morality that is responsible ' 


Senator Ganninven. Be are. a 
Hindoo banana-growers. : 

Senator REID.—Very few. ‘It cannot 
be denied that banana-growing is now a 
purely white man’s industry, and on the 
broad ground of keeping up the standard 
of our civilization we should be prepared 
to support the duty as passed by another _ 
place. i 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—QOrder! The honorable senator’s time 
has expired, : 

Senator SENIOR /( South Anise 
[6.28].—I listened with interest to the 
remarks made by Senator Reid, because 
he is a representative of Queensland, and — 
should, therefore, have an intimate know- 
ledge of the subject. He has declared 
that banana-growing is a white man’s in- 
dustry. About three years ago I paid 
my first visit to Queensland, and was 
particularly anxious to taste of its tropi- 
cal fruits. I had been told that a freshly- 
cut banana was one of the most delicious — 
of fruits, and I determined, when F 
reached the banana-growing districts, to 


statement. As a matter of fact, as soon 
as I reached Brisbane, 1 tried to ebtain 
some Queensland bananas, but failed. I 
could get bananas grown in Fiji, but mone, 
that were locally produced. ee 

Senator CrawFrorp.—Fiji henaua: are 
not brought into Queensland. 


Sitteng suspended from. 6.30 to 8 p.m. a 


Senator SENIOR.—I made special — 
inquiries, of course, for Queensland 
bananas, but actually failed to get one 
until I had travelled beyond Cairns. — ‘ 
When I reached Kuranda, and was in- 
specting a coffee plantation, I mentioned __ 
to my guide and host that I had not so 
far been able to buy a Queensland banana. 
He invited me to visit his home, and 
there he showed me half-a-dozen bananas, — 
of different varieties, all of which had been 
grown by himself, and had just been 
plucked. These fruits were exceptionally — 
good, but the extraordinary fact was that 
these were my first, althéugh I had 
journeyed up through districts where the. — 
banana was supposed to be cultivated. 
The circumstances suggest the extent OL say is 
the industry in the days, by the way, when 
the cultivation was in the hands of Chima~ 
men. To-day, banana-growing is stated 
to bee carried on almost solely by — 


made Ea eital ‘under piste Rolotinad 
labour, can it be said to have established 
itself profitably in the hands of Autstra- 
lians? It may be argued that success was 
impossible because land values were so 
high, but are land values any lower to- 
day, or so much lower that bananas can 
now be grown profitably by white men? 
_ It may be taken for granted that land 
_yalues have not declined. This Committee 
is asked to acquiesce in the imposing of 
a4 high rate of duty in order to foster an 
_ industry which, apparently, cannot suc- 
-eeed, and. which imposition will have the 
‘effect of making consumers pay more 
than ever for their bananas. Honorable 
senators should refuse to be stampeded 

into giving encouragement of the kind 
now sought to an industry in respect of 
_ which the price of land has been increased 
| from about £5 to £200 per acre. 


hig Senator Crawrorp.—That is ridicu- 
lous, and is contrary to the facts. 


Senator SENIOR.—During my visit I 
went to Babinda—a sugar-growing dis- 
trict not far from. Cairns. Subsequently, 
while in a bank at Cairns, I had seen a 
poster announcing a land sale which had 
been conducted on the previous Saturday. 
Conversing with the bank manager upon 
the subject of land values in the neigh- 
- bourhood, I ascertained that I had 
_passed this exact piece of land during my 
_visit to ‘Babinda. I inquired the prices 
at which the blocks had been sold. He 
Pointed to one on the plan, and said, 
Pe Als was sold for between £48 and £50 
an acre.” TIT said, “Surely that was not’ 
anything like the average!’ and he re- 
ie 4 plied, “ No; but the average was well 
above £35 per acre.” I was astonished, 
| and remarked that ' had just seen. the 
land, and had noticed that it was densely 
covered with timber. I was told, upon 
_ further inquiry, that the blocks would 
be used for growing sugar; whereupon I 
remarked that, with a clearing cost of 

_ £30 to £50 an acre, their price would be 
in the neighbourhood of £100 per acre 
before a single cut of cane could be taken’ 
-off them. The bank manager agreed that 
/my view was quite correct. It can be easily 
_ understood, then, that if men are willing 
_ to pay £100 per acre for scrub: land, in- 
tended for sugar cultivation, a payment 
of £200 Lien acre for banana culture would 


only with certain aspects and pander, 


-and heavily timbered, and in many in- 


not be out it the way. I Hidere neat that 
bananas are planted about 10 feet apart. — 
Senator Crawrorp.—As a rule, Bie 
16 feet apart, which would give about 168 
plants to the acre. e 
Senator SENIOR.—That is to say, 


the number of banana plants grown 


to the acre would be about twice 
that of the trees in an _ ordinary, 
orchard; and, consequently, there would | 


be considerably more profit per acre - 
than can be secured from an orchard 
or vineyard. The effect of inereas- — 
ing the rate of duty will be to per- 
mit the owners of land on which bananas 
can be grown to reap the _ harvest. 
Queensland growers. say that they have 
been supplying the Australian market 
during the past couple of months, in 
which Fiji bananas have been excluded. 
If that bé the case, they have done so 
with the assistance of a duty of Is. 6d. per 
cental. | 

Senator Rem.—They have ie sup- 
plying the market under the present rate. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—QOrder! The ponerse senator’s Tae 
has expired. 


Senator PLAIN (Vici) [s. 15] a 
had the pleasure of visiting Queensland © 
a short time ago, and, like Senator Senior, 
took the opportunity of seeing many of 
the places which have been referred to. 
From what I saw, both close at hand and — 
from a distance, banana-growing in those 
localities impressed me very much. It is” 
essential, in discussing a question of this 
kind, in fairness to the men engaged in 
the industry, to analyze the conditions — 
under which it is carried on, What I 
have to say refers to the southern part of | 
Queensland, from which most of — the | 
bananas imported into this State come. 
If one feature of it more than another : 
impressed me, it was the system of closer 
settlement. ‘We, in Victoria, have en-— 
deavoured for many years to establish a 
system of entire closer settlement, but 
have failed, because the conditions. here” 
are quite different from those which Tam 
about to describe. Bananas can be grown 


:: 


certain favorable conditions. In the 3 
localities in which I saw them grown | 
there are little pockets lan . 
the mountain side. These are ver 


stances are far from markets. There’ 


ee On a little tee of this 


es 


| banana-growing owing either to its 
aspect or to the poorer quality of the soil. 
Under conditions of that kind it is not 


number of farms, because they are so 
r apart, and, "therefore, industrious 
rmers, with their families, are com- 
pelled to settle on small areas. This 
constitutes what I call closer  settle- 
_ ment in its entirety. Honorable senators 
hhave said that it is not necessary to put 

~ much cultivation into banana-growing. 
My observation convinces me that a man 
- who desires.to make a success of it must 
 qultivate banana land as well as a 
eitrus-grower has to cultivate his land. 
It is also necessary to manure heavily. 
I saw areas which were not properly cul- 
tivated, and where the grower went along _ 
in the slip-shod fashion that ve see occa- 


| sionally among wheat farmers and citrus- 


‘owers in the South, but if we could 
follow the career of that man we would 
find that in every instance he failed. I 
agree with many honorable senators that 

we should, if we possibly could, give a 
heap anana supply to the children of 
other States, particularly of Western Aus- 
tralia, who ‘live so far from .the locality 
where bananas are grown; but we must 


of the children who depend for their 
I velihood on the growing of bananas. 
I am sure that Senator Lynch, Senator 
ake-Brockman, and\ others desire to 
ve the producers of Queensland a fair 
means of living, and their children ordi- 
tandards of comfort; but I assure 
that they cannot do that by giving 


es, who live in comfort and luxury as 


If I have anything to do with 


ey isep hana” to the chaldeok of 

ig cities at the expense of the 
hildren who have to put up with hard-— 
hi ips in the remote parts of Queensland. 


enator seine ae 


t various “descriptions — of 


k a you. may see a snug little homestead, 
oc eae in most instances ys young people 


ossible for one man to monopolize a 


t the same time Seaider the’ interests | 


bananas to the people of the large 


Posvigg with the families I have de- 


banana lands, but my | a ce 


to Me es by the old prove 
shoemaker sticking to his oe 


they are not too coueenaaue 
Senator Prarren.—We wil 

public be the Judges. of that 

read H ansard. 


best peodueers of bananas i in that Io I 
His work was far superior to 


out, and_ his clearing was perfec 
asked him, “ What price would yo 

for your land if you desired to sel 
and he replied, “I would take £200 


ago. I thought theré was 
radically wrong somewhere, so ‘ 
mental note of the surroundings. : 


‘hing out of the way,. but wee 
able and cosy. It cost at least £ 
putit there. The land when take 
heavily timbered, and I can confirm Se 
tor Senior’s estimate that it would ol 


devas and se amount. in 
£1 640. _That man, therefore, if 
his land for £200 per acre, would 
a penny for himself. . 4 

Senator Ear.e ae must cb 
worth of improvements per 3 


Senator PLAIN.—Yes. / On 8 a 
there would be over £1: 600. worth of im 
provements. I said to ‘myself, ‘ OW: 
behind all this? Here is a mo 
eu ied who stands out aD 


[3 August, 
‘ Pocality’ and yet he will take £200 per 
acre for his land, although it has cost 
him more than that for his improve- 
_ ments.” I asked him, ‘‘ How have you 
done on this property for the last ‘few 
* , + years! ” He said, “ We have done fairly 
well. The conditions have been abnormal, 
am because, owing to the shortage of ship- 
as ping, we have had command of the mar- 
_ ket, and have been able to some extent to 
demand a reasonable price for our. pro- 
duct; but now that we are coming back to 
‘normal conditions it will mean ruination 
_to us if we are not given further protec- 
‘tion.’ I can quite realize the position in 
-which he was placed. There was no com- 
parison between it and the position of 
 eltrus-growers in other States. Men at 
_ Merbein and Mildura can get £200, £300, 
and £400 per acre for their land at any 
_ time they care to sell it, although it cost 
them only about £2 per acre to clear, and 
_- water is brought on to it by channels paid 
_ for by the people of this country. 
Senator Pratrren.— The honorable 
; “senator will find the very reverse obtain- 
- ing amongst the lemon-growers of Central 
~ Oumberland. 
. Senator PLAIN.—Are they successful ? 
- Senator Pratrren.—No. 
Senator PLAIN.—I cannot help that, 
but I am sorry for them. 


+ Senator Rowszri.—-People who pay 
. £400 per acre for land at Mildura will 
: _ be sorry for it shortly. 


Senator PLAIN.—I do not think they 
- will be. J am speaking of the orchard 
complete, as it stands, when I refer to 
_ Mildura land. If we vote against Protec- 
} “tion for the banana industry, we shall be 
_ gaying to the banana-growers of Aus- 
tralia, “ We desire cheap Fijian bananas 
. to be brought into this country, so that 
our children may enjoy the product of 
black labour, and you Queensland farmers 

must turn your energies to something 
else, sacrifice your little homes, and allow 


- Qustoms Tariff 


‘is the Fijians whom we desire to supply 
cheap food to the people of Australia.” 

As a producer, I cannot take up that posi- 
It is the duty of those who repre- 
sent Queensland, and this duty they have 
‘ manfully discharged, to see that the 
growers of bananas in their State get a 

sents at gee hands of this Committee, 
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Senator DUNCAN (New South Wales) 
[8.27].—I regret in many ways the trend 


which this debate has taken. 


The Com- 
‘mittee should be able to consider any 
matter from the stand-point of Australia 


as a whole, and not as it affects one State — 


or another. J was sorry during this de- 
bate to hear honorable senators speaking 


for or-against the proposed duty merely 


from the stand-point of its effect upon 


their own particular State, and losing — 


sight altogether of the larger issue 
whether the imposition of the duty 
would benefit Australia as a whole. I 


cannot consider the question purely from 


the stand-point of the State I represent, 
although that State is directly concerned. 
After Queensland, northern New South 
Wales produces the.greater part of the 
bananas grown in Australia. It is, there- 
fore, of some importance to New South 
Wales senators how this decision goes, and 
whether the duty proposed by the Go- 
vernment is retained or slightly lowered, 
or, as proposed by Senator Lynch, sub- 
stantially reduced. Nor can I consider 


this matter purely from the stand-point. 


of-the consumer. The imposition of a 


- Protective Tariff can hardly be considered 


at any time from the view-point of the 
consumers’ interests. The object of a 
Protective Tariff is 
tion, not to the consumer, 
producer, who may be either a manu- 
facturer or, as in this case, a grower. 
In this instance, the imposition of the 
duty is to give a degree of protection to 
the producer, and the interests of the con- 


sumer are only a secondary consideration,. 


Although I do not wish to lose sight of 


the interests of the consumer, [ deste: in- 


the first instance, to insure, if this indus- 


to give protec . 
but to the 


try needs protection, that we shall give Tran 


the protection that will enable it to con-— 


tinue and to be prosperous, while, at the 


same time, we must take great care that 
we do not afford it so much protection — 
that the consumer will be prejudiced in 


consequence. The Government have under- ad 
taken certain obligations with regard tore- 


turned soldiers, and have, in conjunction 
with the States, settled returned soldiers — 
on certain areas, for which large sums- : 
of money have been expended in ae” pe 

oe 


eluded. in. these areas tare \cortarn lands 


vive. these men a reasonable start 


suitable for the production of bananas. ~ 
Tt is true that a large number of returned — 


ht 


ne Pik we 


; ae ‘ 
J SOREN DOr ve 
° ha . 
} “ UA Pay, 


{ 
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soldiers in Queensland and in the north- 
ern portion of New South Wales are 
devoting their energies to the pro- 
duction of bananas, and are doing as 
well as others who have been settled 
on the land in various other parts of 
the Commonwealth. These men have 
taken up land under abnormal circum- 
stances because, when they returned from 
the Front, they entered into occupancy 
of their holdings on conditions which did 
not obtain before the war. We have 
heard that high prices have been’paid for 
banana lands. That is quite true. I 
was in the northern district of New South 
Wales after the last general election, when 
J had an opportunity of inspecting a good 
deal of the land for which high prices 
had been paid. Any returned soldier who 
was successful in securing banana land at 
_ £100 per acre considered that he had made 
a good bargain. 
_ Senator Prarren.—Was that for virgin 
land? 
Senator DUNCAN.—Yes, 
Senator Draxre-Brockman.—With a 
protection of only 1s. 6d.? 
Senator DUNCAN.—Yes. 


Senator Rxem.—But the 
bananas was high. 

Senator DUNCAN.—Yes, the price at 
that time was high, because shipping had 
been considerably interfered with, and, 
in consequence, the ruling freights were 
abnormal. ‘The returns that were being 
received by the growers at that time were 
somewhat unusual, and returned soldiers 
secking an investment for their money 
- and an opening for the exercise of their 
energies saw that big returns were being 
obtained from banana lands being worked 
by old settlers. 


Senator Draxre-Brockman.—ls it not a 

fact that importations from abroad last 
year were less than one-fourth of those 
_ of the year before? 
Senator DUNCAN.—That may be so. 
As a Parliament, we have encouraged 
these men to settle on the land, and large 
numbers who have paid high prices for 
their land are already engaged in this 
industry. 
_ must receive a fairly substantial return 
_ for their product. | 


of 


price 


_ Senator Jonn D, Miurteyn.—But Par- 
lament did not guarantee the imposition 
_ of a prohibitive duty, 
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‘will be well advised if they accept it, be-— 


If they are to succeed, they it 
indicated request will only be submitted — 


that that is the position. Unfortunately, 


Bil. 


Senator DUNCAN.—No. We do nu 
desire to impose a prohibitive duty; and 
submit that that proposed and supported 
by Queensland senators is prohibitive. It 
is considerably more than the returned 
soldier settlers ever expected, and, it is 
more than a fair thing, because it will 
have to be shouldered by a section of the 
community which can least afford to bear 
it. That being so, it is not my intention — 
to record my vote in favour of the im-_ 
position of a high duty. We have to find - 
some via media whereby we can give the © 
right degree of protection to the grower, 
and insure that the consumer will not 
have to pay more than a fair price. I 
believe that the request submitted by 
Senator Pratten will meet the position, 
and honorable senators from Queensland — 


cause it will afford a very large increase 
in the protection previously enjoyed 
by the banana-growers, and is ‘to 
most of them an increase of nearly 
200 per cent. It should be sufi- 
cient to protect them against abnormal 
importations from Fiji, whilst at the 
same time it will not altogether proltibit 
importation. J have a great deal of sym-_ 
pathy with the claims of the Fijian 
growers, who are assisting in developing — 
a portion of the British Empire. We do- 
not desire to declare in bald terms that 
we refuse to trade with a portion of 
the British Empire, particularly with | 
a portion so near to Australia. We 
should impose a duty which would be of — 
assistance to local producers, and one™ 
which would not be the means of totally - 
excluding importations from Fiji. The 
request proposed by ‘Senator Pratten 
will give our own producers protection — 
without creating the impression that we 
desire to exclude Fijian bananas from 
the Australian market. J trust the. 
request will be carried, because I be © 
lieve it has been submitted in the im- 
terests of this. industry, which promises 
to be a very important one to the Com- 9 — 
monwealth. Eee: 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
--I direct the honorable senator’s atten- 
ion to the fact that Senator Pratten’s 


in the event of the question before the — 
Committee being rejected. le 


Senator DUNCAN. — I understand — 


are employed in growing bananas in the 
northern districts of New South Wales. 
I do not know if they are employed on 
the Queensland banana lands. I have 
seen Asiatics living in tumble-down 
“shacks” that white men would not oc- 
 eupy, and under conditions repugnant to 
 ¢@ivilized men. If it is merely a question 
of giving protection to producers who 
_ live under such conditions I do not intend 
to assist them. But although these men 
are growing bananas, there is another 
_ large section of growers who deserve all 
the consideration we can give, and it is 
our duty to see that, while we do our 
utmost to conserve the interests of the 
consumer, we must not ruin those white 
men who are engaged in this industry, 
_ particularly in view of the promises made 
_ to them when they took up the land. 
_ Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
_ .{8.40].—Itmust beadmitted that thegrow- 
- ing of bananas in Australia is of equal 
_ importance to the production of apples 
in Tasmania, and I believe that too much 
of the parochial spirit has been intro- 
duced into the discussion on this item. 
_ Honorable senators seem to desire to go 
to extremes. I am opposed to the im- 
' position of a duty of 13s. 4d., because it 
would be robbery, and I am opposed to 
those who favour a high protective duty 
on apples and: oranges, and who do not 
Dans a reasonable duty on _ bananas. 
... banana-growers are as much entitled 
to protection as the growers of apples, 
which have to compete, not with the pro- 


_ duct of coloured labour, but with that, of » 


_highly-civilized people in Canada and the 
‘United States of Ambrica. It is not my 
intention to go into details concerning 
a ‘the cultivation of the land for the produc- 
: tion of apples and bananas. 
_ Senator Payne.—Who has been discus- 
ur gine apple-growing ? 
_ Senator RUSSELL.—No one; but the 
_ growing of bananas must be considered in 
 eonnexion. with the production of other 
fruits. Nearly every State of the Com- 
monwealth can produce apples, and 
Australia seems to be most adversely 
affected by the present duty on bananas, 
' because of the distance of most centres 
xf population from the districts where 
they are grown; but [I believe that 
me day Western Australia | will be 
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seems unfair to place an unduly heavy — 


burden on one State because of its in- — 


ability to receive supplies at a reasonable 


rate; but at the same time Western Aus- — 


tralia should be compelled to carry her 


share when we are endeavouring to legis- 


late in the interests of the whole Common- 


wealth. For that reason, those who favour i; 


a high duty should agree to a reasonable 
compromise. The banana-growers 


in 


New South Wales and Queensland are 


entitled to protection. 


Senator Rowxrrii.—lI suppose the Go- 
vernment thought so when they intro- 
duced the Tariff ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—That is so. I do 
not think that the banana-growers should 
be given less consideration than other 
fruit-growers. We do not wish to divide 
our fruit producers into sections, but 
should endeavour to treat the banana- 
growers in Queensland with as much con- 
sideration as the fruit-growers in any 
other State. The duty on apples has been 


increased to 6s. per cental, and there is. 


not the same necessity to protect apples 


as there is to protect Australian bananas - 


against importations from Fiji, 
they are produced by coloured labour. 
Banana-growing and apple-growing are 
both natural industries. 


Senator Draxre-Brockman.—But it 
takes seven years to get a return from an 


apple orchard, as against a few months 


in the case of a hanana plantation. 


Senator 
hand, the orchardist gets a bigger return 
from apples. However, I am not placing 


the apple-grower and the banana- -grower — 
-Each is entitled to 
protection in some degree; but the banana-— 


on the same level. 


growers of Australia, ‘who are: white 
people raising white families in a White 


where 


RUSSELL.—On_ the other it 


Australia, should not be asked to compete AN 
with the cheap black labour of other — 


countries. 


I do not ask for a duty of — 
13s. 4d. per cental, as originally asked for 
by Queenslanders, but T do ask honorable _ 
senators to regard the industry as one — 

worth protecting by the imposition of a — 
reasonable rate, which will enable it to be 
developed. Tonight it has been pointed — 
out, by interjection, that already the in- — 
dustry has been built up with a Pro. a 


uty of ne 6d. per ” pel eok tak pee 4 

f fact, that rate has not been opera- — 
e for the past three years, owing to the — 
fact that during this period Fiji was 


ring from a serious outbreak of im- River; 202,000 cases rem for. e 
ufferi \ g April by 600 Europeans. Not one ( 


engaged in- agar sk either as. 
a. hes : i leaseholder, or as employee. Area in Qu 
Senator SOE i ae eae ; land south of Southport produced 40,00: 
bananas from Fiji has increased in recent jy the same period. No Chinese in’ any ¥ 
years. — a interes 
Senator RUSSELL.—The honorable 
enator is apparently referring to the ex- 
port of bananas from Fiji since the war, 
oF it has been almost impossible for an ator RUSSELL Sy me no a 
n _ the island to send away its produce owing 
_ to the scarcity of shipping. 


a és Senator Keatine.—During the war the ee to protect this one industr 
- importation of bananas from Fiji m- should do so in a way which wi 
_ereased each year. enable certain individuals to ex 


ee Senator RUSSELL.—That is true, but - fair profits from_ others. ges 
the quantity has fallen considerably since 
the Armistice. Queensland growers must 


“be congratulated on their successful Q tend fativeaie du 
efforts i in building up their trade during ree a cee a 


the war and the influenza period from an _ ie a per cental ve ne he. 
output worth £150,110 in 1916-17 to an Vie Breall atest Oe Ue 
‘output worth £435,000 in 1918-19, the Commonwealt : 
latest year for which the figures are Senator Krartne.—The Gover 
~ available. proposal was to make the da 

: cental. . 


/price which will afford readin 
to the growers. The proposal | 


i ; * Senator’ Lyncu.—That development 
_ took place on the lower duty. Senator RUSSELL. —That § 


Senator RUSSELL.—It came about 
not because of the protection afforded by 
the duty, but because there was practi- 
sally no importation of bananas from 
Fiji, owing to conditions over which this 
*arliament had no control. Some honor- 
able senators have told us that Chinese 
growing bananas in Queensland and 
od northern part of New South 
a, Ih this connexion, the Customs 


oe 


i oe one ee 
reasonable ae 


he Si from the secretary of the Tweed 
ul eae Co-operative sees 


An 
i oe of allegations regarding Chinese 
gaged in the banana industry in the Tweed late fox the greatest He of a 


i , 800 bond fide banana-growers in the number. We are told that the b 
dist: ct hold shares in this company, repre- growing industry has been cae 

g approximately 3,000 acres. Not one 
se grower is on our share register and 
chinese labour is employed. ‘by share- tective duty of 1s. 6d. per centa ; 
. Similar conditions apply to Queens- ments about the progress” made « d 
banana areas south of Southport.. About the war because of certain condi ons 


30,000 cases of bananas from .Tweed Heads, 
ind 40,0 000, from Currumbin have ae pailed vatling elsewhere are quite usel "4 
edt a matter of fact, during the war_ 


stowers: were, able to export to. / 


Le ee Mah 
at oa Pad 


Customs Tariff 


But all this development has taken place 
under a duty of 1s. 6d. per cental. Last 
year, however, the Government, possibly 
in following out their’Protective policy, 
and no doubt having due regard to the 
Bi interests of this particular industry, 
raised the duty by nearly 100 per cent., 
and I cannot see why the banana-grower 
should expect more generous treatment. 
Yet extraordinary efforts have been made 
to influence opinion in this building by 
__- means of picture shows and other repre- 
_sentations. I do not see why nine-tenths 
of the people of Australia should be 
penalized for the benéfit of one small sec- 
-~ tion. The demand of the Queensland 
___banana-growers for a rate of 1d. per |b. 
is a clear case of an attempt to profiteer 
on the rest of the people of Australia, in 
__whose interests I feel.it my duty to sup- 
port the amendment. 


- Senator REID (Queensland). |8.57].— 
_ If the Senate can see its ‘way clear to 
encourage that closer settlement to which 
Senator Plain has drawn attention as 
being a question which affects all the 
States, by affording Protection to any par- 
ticular industry, I think it ought to do so. 
The banana-growing industry is one 
_ which can be carried on by the individual 
_-or the family. A good return can /be 
- gecured from 10 acres of land, an drea 
- —~which one individual can work success- 
fully. A larger block can be subdivided 
among the members of one family, and 
_. worked as a family group. Banana- 
_-—s growing is an industry that will give 
4 people the opportunity of settling on the 
and under fairly reasonable conditions. 
Jt will enable them to live close to one 
_- another, so that they may have com- 
- ‘munity entertainments and schooling for 
their children. Thus it will help to solve 
one of the labour problems of Australia. 
The banana Andustry affords special faci- 
lities for close settlement. At the present 
time the primary producer is faced with 
the necessity of paying very high wages. 
The last log submitted fo the Arbitration 
Court by-rural workers has given primary 
producers some anxiety, and that is an- 
- other reason why encouragement should 
_ be given to an industry which can be suc- 

~ eessfully carried on by individuals doing 
the work of their farms themselves, while 
producing a valuable food for the people. 
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a largely increased quantity of bananas. ’ Senator Bouron.—The honorable sena- 


tor would prohibit the people from get- 
ting that food. 

Senator REID.—I desire just as 
strongly as do other honorable senators — 
that bananas should be as cheap as pos- — 
sible to the consumer; but, at the same 
time, I wish to protect an industry which — 
lends itself to close settlement, which 
is one of the vital problems in Queensland 
and in New.South Wales. I remind hon- 
orable senators from South Australia 
that this Parliament, in its wisdom, has 
voted millions of pounds for an irrigation 
scheme to improve the Murray Valley. 
I visited the scene of operations with 
other honorable senators, and I am pre- 
pared to admit that I consider the scheme 
one of the finest that has been carried out 
in Australia. I point out that the money 
to pay for it is being provided by the 
people of Australia generally. 

Senator Botron.—Not the whole of it. 


Certain States are contributing to the 


cost. 
Senator REID.—Certain States are 
contributing to the cost, but the Com- 


monwealth has advanced a very consider- 


able sum to cover the expenditure in- 
volved. If the Cemmonwealth Parhament 
had not undertaken to advance money 
for the purpose the scheme could not be 


earried out. 3 


Senator Borron.—The improvement - 
of the Murray Valley was started by the 
private enterprise of the Chaffey Bro- 
thers. ) : 

Senator REID.—The Commonwealth — 
Government is carrying out the scheme 
now undertaken, i 


Senator Crawrorp.—The Common- 
wealth has put £2,000,000 into the Mur- 
ray Waters scheme. 


Senator REID.—That is so. We have — 
given the production of currants a pro- 
tection of. 3d. per lb., which is a larger 
measure of protection than has been given + 
to the banana industry. This is the first 
time in the history of the banana industry — 
when it may be said that it is in the — 
hands of white men. Bananas cannot be — 
stored in the same way as dried fruits. 


Unless they are dried and made into : 


banana flour, bananas must be sold with- — 
in a limited time after they are cut. I 
appeal to honorable senators, if they are ~ 
unwilling to give the banana-growers of — 
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the Tweed River and Queensland all 
that they are asking for, to deal 
with the industry in as generous a. spirit 
- as possible. I do not wish to dilate on 
the White Australia policy, but we have 
set up certain high standards for the 
Commonwealth, and I feel sure that no 
member of the Committee would favour 
any lowering of those standards. I have 
said that the banana industry lends itself 
to close family settlement, which, in turn, 
overcomes the labour difficulty i in primary 
production. I hope that honorable sena- 
tors will do all that they can to encourage 
this industry by dealing with it as gener- 
ously as possible. 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania ) 
[9.5|—I wish to add a few words to what 
I have already said on the request sub- 
-wmnitted by Senator Lynch. I listened to 
what was said respecting the alteration in 
the output of bananas in Queensland dur- 
ing the war period. I have not yet heard 
any refutation of the figures I advanced 
as to the imports. during the period 
covered by the war. Those figures clearly 
show that during the war and up to the 
time of the armistice the importation of 
bananas was substantial, and, if anything, 
showed a gradual increase. Since that 
time there has been a tremendous drop in 
the importations, and there has been a 
larger proportion of the Australian de- 
mand for bananas supplied by Queensland 
_and the Northern Rivers districts of New 
South Wales. That occurred under the 
pre-existing duty. The proposal of the 
Government, as the Tariff was originally 
introduced, was to raise the duty from 1s. 
6d. to 2s. 6d. per cental. As Senator 
Bolton has pointed out, that represented 
very generous treatment to the industry. 
On the top of that, honorable members 
in another place raised the duty from Qs. 
6d. to 8s. 4d. per cental. Senator Reid, 
speaking earlier in the debate, said that 
“Fiji has been cut out.” He told us 
that, since the 27th May, no Fiji bananas 


have come into the Commonwealth. Later - 


on he referred to the. period since when 
“Fini has been cut out.” That is an 
admission that the Tariff, as it stands at 
present, is, under this item, not merely 
protective, but prohibitive. If there is 
one case in which we should not at this 
time go beyond necessary protection into 
the Tealms of prohibition, it is In. con- 
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posed to support a duty which has proved © 


review the position. 


nexion with trade with British Poss 
sions in the Pacific Ocean. = 

Senator pr Larem.—And with a food 
supply of the people. 

Senator KEATING. “esate Ww 
have been told that Fiji has been eut out 
and it has been complained by the people 
of Fiji that they have been cut out. We 
know, as a matter of fact, that the 
Levuka, a very large vessel, and -well- 
fitted, not merely for the carriage of 
bananas and other tropical products, but 
also for the carriage of passengers, which 
was engaged in the trade of Fiji for many 
years, has been taken out of that trade. — 

» Senator Crawrorp.—That was decided 
more than twelve months ago. . q 

Senator KEATING.—That statement 
may or may not be correct, but it has 
been publicly claimed, and, so far as I 
know, not so publicly denied, if denied at 
all, that it was in consequence of the fae 
that» no bananas were being imported 
from Fiji that the Levuka was taken out 
of that trade. Whether that be so or not, 
the prohibition, which in effect this duty 
means, of this trade between Fiji and 
Australia involves the lessening of our 
commercial relations with a British Pos 
session in the Pacific. As a result o 
the war, Australia has assumed obli-- 
gations in connexion with mandates. 
The position of Australia with regard to 
these mandates is being viewed very 
jealously, not merely by our former 
enemies, but by some who, durmg the 
war, were our Allies. If there was ever a 
time when the Possessions of the British — 
Empire in the southern seas and in the 
Pacific should be drawn closely together 
in all their relations, it is the present 
time. Such a policy as that involved in the - 
duty under consideration will not tend in 
that direction, but will have the opposite 
effect. For these reasons, [ am not dis- 


to be prohibitive of our trade with Fiji 
in the products of this staple industry of — 
that British Possession. I think that a~ 
duty of 2s. 6d. per cental would afford 
Australian producers of bananas ade- — 

quate, if not generous, protection. It 
would not give them a monopoly, but 
under such a duty competition from Fiji 
would be handicapped, and the Austra- 
lian industry would not suffer. If I 
thought that it would I should have to Ae 


ahem Tariff 


ie with regard to 5th maintenance and deve- 
lopment of our trade relations with Fiji 
and other British Possessions in the 
Pacific, and assuming, as I have 
been invited to do by representations 
of the industry recently shown in the 
- Queen’s Hall, that it is in a flourishing 
condition in ‘Queensland, T am strongly 
impelled to support the request submitted 
vee Senator Lynch. 

Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
i [9. 11].—I have no desire to unduly delay 
the taking of a vote on the question be- 
» fore: the Chair, but I must say a word 
or two in ‘reply to some statements made 
by other speakers. I begin with Senator 
_ Senior’ s announcement that during a visit 
he paid to Queensland three years ago he 
could obtain no Queensland bananas. 
whilst an abundance of Fijian bananas 
was on sale wherever he went. I do not 
wish for a moment to question Senator 
_Senior’s veracity, but I shall certainly, 


thing I hear the honorable senator say. 
TI have lived in Queensland for thirty 
years, and throughout the whole of that 
time I have never seen a Fijian banana in 
that State, whilst, to my knowledge, there 


__ has been in the coastal centres, at any rate, | 


an abundant supply of home-grown 
bananas. With regard to land prices, I 
should like to read a couple of advertise- 
ments from the Brisbane Courier of the 
1st August. Here is one— 

‘Banana and pineapple farm, 30 acres, 12 acres 
cultivated. Comfortable dwelling, two horses, 
cart, implements. Half-a-mile from railway 
peewtion £950. 

Senator EARLE. —Where i is the £200 an 
\ acre man now? 

a4 Senator CRAWFORD.—Yes, where 1s 
he? . 

Senator Lyncu.—The advertisement 
refers to pineapple’, which do not grow 
on rich soil. 

- Senator CRAWFORD. 
another advertisement— 

- Bananas.—330 acres freehold, rich scrub and 
forest. 5,000 bananas (which would represent 


about 30 acres), 500 citrus trees. Bargain— 
£2 dae On easy terms. 

is quite a mistake to imagine, as Sena- 
a Lynch evidently does, that it is im- 
ossible to grow bananas and pineapples 
essfully on the same kind of soil. It 
e. done, ‘and is being done. Honor- 


nators zaHy, see Pee beta Cotte 


yes PP Bre AS 
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in future, discount by 100 per cent. every- . 


upon the banana industry. 


fair consideration. 
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custard apples, Mrewieanies! and almost 
every kind of tropical and sub-tropical — 
fruit growing on the same class of soil — 
within a few miles of Brisbane. I do not — 
wish to discount the importance of the 
numerous, islands in the Pacifie over 
which Australia has been given a 
mandate. Even if it be necessary to 
develop the trade with these islands, 
Queensland should not be called upon to 
make the whole of the sacrifice, as she 
has been asked to do in connexion with 
this item. If bananas were being grown 
in Victoria, Tasmania, and South Aus- 
tralia,. this duty would not have been de- 
bated for five minutes; it would have been 
agreed to almost without comment. But 
because bananas are at present grown ex- 
tensively only in two States the industry 
has not received that consideration which — 
its importance deserves. The attitude of 
representatives of other States towards 
this industry in\my State will have an 
important influence upon my attitude to- — 
wards the industries of their States. — 
Senator Bolton said that he would follow. 
in every instance that policy which would — 
yield the greatest good to the greatest 
number. Therefore, I suppose if there 
are 2,500,000 producers 3 in Australia, and 
3,000, 000 consumers, Senator Bolton will 
always give first consideration to the in- 
terests of the consumers. If that atti- 
tude were adopted by the majority of © 
honorable senators Protection would very | 
soon be a thing of the past. : 
Senator Bo.ron.—Protection is value- 
less when it becomes prohibitive. A 
Senator CRAWFORD.—Is there not — 
prohibitive protection in respect of many — 
other items? Does Senator Bolton say 
that, whilst an import duty of 1d. per Ib. _ 
on ‘bananas is prohibitive, the same duty _ 
on citrus fruits is not prohibitive? Where _ 
in lies the difference except that bananas. i 
are produced mainly in Queensland, — 
whilst citrus fruits are common to all the — 
States, and, therefore, receive greater agshiek 
sideration? I ask honorable senators to 
seriously ponder over this item. More | 
is involved in their vote than its effect — 
Senator de 
Largie may smile, but before this Tariff 
is disposed of he may find himself im the | a 
same position as I occupy to- iy h 
for some assistance for an industry pecu- — 
liar to his State, and unable to get for it © 
a ask the Connie 
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to declare that if there is to be any dif- 
ference between the treatment given to 
tropical products and that given to the 
products of the temperate zone, special 
consideration should be shown to the for- 
mer because of the cheap labour against 
which they have to compete. We are all 
determined to uphold the White Australia 
policy, but we cannot maintain it and ex- 
‘pect our products to compete successfully, 
without substantial protection, against the 
products of countries which do not pay 
a weekly wage equal to the daily wage we 
have to pay. 

Senator Borron.—The banana indus- 
try has done that successfully already. 

Senator CRAWFORD.—Under special 
circumstances. The reason why the pro- 
duction of bananas has increased in 
Queensland is that many returned soldiers 
have been encouraged and assisted to en- 
gage im the industry. These men, hav- 
ing been advised to enter into this busi- 
ness, and having been financed by the 
Commonwealth, are now to be deprived 
of the chance of achieving success by the 
refusal of this Senate to give them ade- 
quate protection. 

Senator Botron. — How long does it 
take a banana plantation to become pro- 
ductive ? 

Senator CRAWFORD. — A banana- 
grower will receive a small return at the 
end of the first twelve months, but it 
takes three years for a plantation to come 
into full bearing. 

Senator Borron.—Then the returned 
soldiers cannot be making very much 
money yet. . 

penator CRAWFORD.—Quite a num- 
ber of returned soldiers engaged in the 
fruit-growing industry before the Repa- 
triation Department was established. 


Senator Duncan.—And many 
over plantations as going concerns. 

Senator CRAWFORD.—That is. so. 
Much has been said about the withdrawal 
of the Levuka from the Fiji trade, but 
she is now employed in the coastal trade, 
and she would not be so employed if the 
owners had not seen a good prospect of 
running the vessel profitably. Surely the 
Inter-State trade is just as important as 
is the trade with Fiji and the other Paci- 
fic Islands. Whilst honorable senators 
should have some regard to the trade with 
the islands, they should not ask one State 


took 


= 
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the Senate decreased the duty to 2s. 6d. 


We have been told that from a banana 


an apple orchard, however, he tends” it, 


Bill. 


to sacrifice its banana industee for ‘th 
sake of a problematical advantage to : 
small number of people employing a class Be 
of labour different from that employed in 
Queensland, and who may, if eu 
protection is not given to other industries, — 
be competitors with the Australian pro-— 
ducers in respect of them also. 


Senator GARDINER (New Soe 
Wales) [9.24].—Senator Crawford has 
complained that we are asking Queens- 
land to make some sacrifice. If we could — 
maintain the trade with the Pacific Is- 
lands, the producers of Queensland would 
benefit. more than would those of any 
other State. Thé people of the islands 
buy from us beef, tinned meats, tinned 
fruits, and butter in very large quantities. 
Queensland i is the greatest butter-produc- — 
ing State; I do not know whether it has — 
yet reached the peak of its production, but 
it’ is sure\to do so in a reasonable time, 
and then Queensland will be right ahead 
of every other State in that imdustry. 
Half of the cattle of the Commonwealth 
are in that State, and, therefore, it is the 
biggest producer of beef also. Here is an 
opportunity, not of crushing out the 
banana industry, but of developing other 
industries in.that State. A few years ago 
a Protectionist Government said that 
1s. 6d. per cental was ample protection 
for bananas. Then a Protectionist Min- 
ister representing a banana-producing ~ 
State—I refer to the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene)—had an op- 
portunity. of introducing a Tariff, and 
he declared that 2s. 6d. per. cental was 
ample protection. But some irresponsible 
people in another place increased the duty 
to 8s. 4d. per cental. I believe that if 


it would, perhaps, be giving more ay 
tection than the banana-growers expect. — 
The proposal before the Committee is one ~ 
of fair protection rather than of no pro- 
tection. A comparison has been made — 
between banana plantations and orchards, —_- 


plantation the grower gets his first crop — 
within twelve months, that the second 
year’s crop is the best, and that in the — 
third year the crop is ‘declining. When — 
the farm is planted the bananas come une | 
almost like corn, and give ‘some return in 
the first year. “When a man establishes. : 


{ 


4 ; y eet : 4 ¥ a ie 
; , : , a a Ube al 
oy “ ys Pie cae We 


prunes _ 
“or seven aati before 


sar hen ss return is very poor. - 
_ Senator Sir Tuomas Grascow.—But 
- his fruit competes with whitegrown 
_ apples, whereas the banana has to, com- 
te with a cheap-labour’ product. 


Bs Senator GARDINER.W\Senator Craw- 
a “inh 


. in regard to “a extraor- 


eh 


hectare to the wheat as ehh amie 
ultivate in New South Wales. 
~ Senator Crawrorp.—Bananas cannot 
grown on wheat land any more than 
can be grown on banana land. 

_ GARDINER, —I ies 


Su Aa in order to protect them. What 
* bout the soldiers engaged in the poul- 
try industry, or in wheat production, or 
the butter districts, who are asked to 

pay a high duty to protect the banana 

growers whose land is worth the high 
rices which Senator Duncan has quoted 
Are all these soldiers in other 
os who are settled upon land which 
ves a meagre reward for the labour ex- 
ended upon it to be taxed for the rest 
ee natural lives for the protection of 
ian cultivating land that is worth as 

n as £200 per aere? That sum of 

iey will buy a wheat farm in Queens- 

1 or New South Wales; yet the wheat- 
growers, who toil against drought and 
ther difficulties, are asked to maintain 
upon the land men who are getting such 
normous returns as those which have 
een related to the Committee to-day. Con- 
ler the position of the other States. 
Jestern. Australia — is a wonderful fruit- 
réducing State; in Perth I tasted fruit 
n@ as any I have ever eaten ; and what 


dera ie are the ra of ‘that State 


vs cae ebiente, a 


across to Ja ava in - exchange for tho! p - 
ducts: which Java can send to’ Western 
Australia, why should not that trade 
developed ? le, and 
realize that there is an opportunity of 
developing a profitable trade by exchang- 
ing goods between Western Australia and 
Sava? cae 


Senator Crawrorp.—The honorable | 
senator does not believe in protecting any- 
thing. 


Senator GARDINER. aes not, 
because, by the timeprotection has been 
given all round, a man is made to pay 
more to protect the other fellow than thea — 
protection he receives. : 
trade with the Pacific Islands, the war is 
over, and we have mandates over certain 
islands im the Pacific, Ane we to shut 
out the products of our mandated terri 
tories? We have.an opportunity of get- 


. ting our share of the Empire’s trade, yet 


we are not only seriously curtailing the 
opportunities for trade, but are interfer- 
ing with the supplies of a fruit that has” 
become an important item of the diet of. 
our children, particularly those of the 
working class. 


Question—That the request (Saaste 
Lynen’s) be agreed to—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. | 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority .. 


AYES. 


Bolton, W. K. Lynshy: Piso as 
de Largie, H. Millen, John D. ee 
Drake-Brockman, H. A. Rowell, Je ae 
Elliott, H. £. 
Henderson, G. 
Keating, J. H. 


Teller: 
Buzacott, R. 


Nogs. 


; Pearce, G. F. 
Plain, ,W.. 
Pratten, HL. Ee 
Russell, E. Jd. 
Senior, W. 
Vardon, E. C. 

“| Wilson, R. V. 

Teller: 

Reid, M. 


Pair. 
lane KD. 


Bakhap, T. J. K. 
Benny, B. 

Gox, C. F. 
Crawford, T. W. 
Duncan, W, L. 
Karle, J. 

Givens, T. 

Glasgow, Sir Thomas 
Payne, H. J. M.. 


“ 


Gardiner, A. 


‘In regard to the!) 


of the Commonwealth, 


AA : 


_Onstoms Tarif 


“gn 


DRoguest (by Beneiae aes pro- 


aot 


That the House of Representatives be re- 


) quested to make the duty, per Ib., $d. 


Question put. The Committee divided. 


haves): ms SNe 
POS ag Se 
Majority .. ae 
AYES. 
Benny, B. Payne, H. J. M. 
Bolton, W. K. Pearee, GH. 
. Buzacott, R. Plain, W. 
. Drake-Brockman, E. A. | Pratten, H. E. 
Duncan, W. L. Rowell, J. 
Eliott, H. E. Russell, E. J. 
Gardiner, AY Senior, W. 
Henderson, G. Vardon, E. C. 
Keating, G. H. Wilson, R. V. 
viyarch, Po J. Teller: 
Millen, John D. de Largie, H. 
De NOES. 
‘Bakhap, T. J. K. Givens, T. 
ox, Os F. Glasgow, Sir Thomas 
Crawford, T. W. Teller: 
Karle, J. Reid, M. 
Parr. 
Thomas, J. | Adamson, J. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Request agreed to. 
'-Ttem agreed to, subject to request. 
Item 53— 


'Fruits, Dried, viz.:— 
(A) Currants, raisins, and other; Ginger 
preserved (not in liquid); Desic- 
eated banana, banana flour, and peel 


a drained or dried, per lb., 


a 


e 


Senator EARLE can fo. 43]. 


os This item covers the product which is 
known as dried or evaporated apples. I 


move-— 


‘ 


“That the House of Representatives be re- 


uaatod to insert the following sub-item:— 


_ * (p) Apples, dried, or evaporated, per Ib., 
British, 4d.; intermediate, 4d.; gene- 
nal Ae? 


Bide apples are produced in three States 
ot 1 so that the im- 
position of a higher duty cannot pos- 


‘sibly lead to a monopoly. Producers in 


the several States will compete with each 


other for the supply of the market 


throughout Australia, and consumers will 


benefit from the A es of the in- 


dustry. Apple driers, and orchardists who 


_ISENATE a 


confidence, because I am. satisfied tha 
instead of ,injuring, it wall Bie tk co: 


present have no sense of Soe se 
from time to time dried apples” ‘fro: 
America are dumped in the Common: 
wealth. We have not exported dried 
evaporated apples in any quantity excep 
during the year 1917, when, owing to th 
lack of insulated space on oversea stea 
mers, and the danger of the whole apple 
crop ‘perishing, the fruit-growers of Aus 
tralia induced the Federal Government t 
negotiate with the Imperial authorities fo 
the purchase of a very considerable quan 
tity of dried apples. The overtures wer 
successful, and although the price ob- 
tained was so moderate as to return but 
little to the apple-growers of Tasmania 
Vietoria, and Western Australia, eve 
that was better than allowing the fruit to 
perish in the orchards. With that ex- 
ception, we have exported only a very 
small quantity, most of the dried apples 
produced in Australia being consume 
iocally. Dried apples are retailed at 
something like 8d. or 9d. per b., so that 
the increased duty for which I ask repr 
sents, roughly, 50 per cent. of their pric 
but as the industry is spread over at, least 
three States, the increased duty, I main- 
tain, would not affect the selling price. 


Senator Prarten.—Do we import an 
dried apples? 4 


Senator EARLE.—Yes. In the Cu 
toms statistics they are bulked with im 
portations of dried fruits generally, so 
that I doubt whether particulars can be 
gained as to the actual weight that we 
import every year. From time to time, 
however, whenever the American market 
is over-supplied, dried apples are dumpe 
on the Australian market. The practice 
is one in which every country indulges. 
If a country is over-supplied with an, 
particular commodity, it is glad to export 
its surplus, even if it has to sell it at rates 
below those prevailing in the home mar- 
ket. 


Senator Crawrorp.—That is done with 
Austrahan dried fruits. 


Senator EARLE.—It is a soutann 
practice. The dumping of apples from 
America places apple driers here at a 
disadvantage. I submit this request with 


Customs Tariff 
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serve the interests of consumers as well 
as of producers. It will lead to the greater 
_ stability of the industry, and, conse- 
-. quently, to an increased supply, which 
- must regulate the price to the consumer. 


Senator COX (New South Wales) 
_ [9.52]—I should be glad if Senator 
_ Earle’ would include dried apricots, 
_ peaches, and nectarines in his request. 
_ All these fruits are grown and dried in 
New South Wales and other States, and 
_ the fruit-growers need all the protection 
we can give them. 


- Senator Earte.—aAre the soft fruits 
mentioned by the honorable senator dried 
in any State except New South Wales? 


Senator COX.—Yes. 


Senator Knatmve.—I thought that the 
honorable senator was a Free Trader? 


_ Senator COX.—I am; but since every 
other industry is being protected, T think 
that fruit-growers, who have to contend 
with most serious difficulties, are entitled 
to the same consideration. The orchard- 
_ ists have to contend with all sorts of pests. 
_ They have not only to pay high prices 
for their land, but have to wait some years 
for their orchards to come into full profit. 
If Senator Earle will include apricots, 
_ pears, and nectarines in his request, I 
~ will support it. 

Senator Sunior.—Also dried pears? 


Senator COX. —Yes, I would 
ine favour the inclusion of dried pears. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
j President of the Executive Council) 
[9: 55|.—The Government are unable to 
accept Senator Karle’s proposal, inasmuch 
as the increased duty would be out of pro- 
portion to the value of the commodity to 
which it is sought to apply it. The price 
obtained for dried apples does not com- 
pare with that secured by the orchardist 
for his fresh fruit. I have had some ex- 
perienee in this matter, since I handled 
the 40,000 tons of dried apples that the 
British Government kindly purchased 
from us at a time when oversea vessels 
with the insulated space necessary to con- 
vey our fresh fruits to Great Britain were 
not available. On one occasion I visited 
factory where the fruit was being dried, 
ay to see whether the conditions laid 


‘also 


dried fruit were being carried out. I hae 
at work there a number of young women — 
who were beautifully gowned, and who — 
were drying apples the like of which © 
could not be obtained in a Swanston-street — 
fruit shop for less than 1s. per lb.- It 
occurred to me that a special show was 
being made for my benefit, and I there — 
fore asked that a box of dried'fruit which _ 
had been nailed up in the absence of the 
Customs officials should be opened. I was — 
at once informed that much better samples — 
were to be found lower down in the stack, 
but I insisted that the particular box ~ 
to which I had first drawn attention — 
should be opened, and found that the © 
“good old windfall” was very much in — 
evidence. For the most part, only — 
“ windfalls” are dried or evaporated. It © 
would not pay so to treat high-class fruit. 
Where a bounty is paid on the production — 
of such a commodity, it is necessary to 
establish a Customs bond in order to make 
sure that a first class article is being 
turned out. I do not say that only apples 
of inferior quality are dried or evapo- © 
rated; my point is that apples that would — 
find a ready sale in the fresh fruit mar-— 
ket are not so treated. The existing duty — 
is equal to more than 40 per cent. of the 
value of the article, and I do not think we 
should increase it. : 


Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[9.58].—I have not had such an experi- 
ence of the dried fruit industry as that 
related by the Minister (Senator Russell). — 
In that part of the Commonwealth in ~ 
which I chiefly reside when I am not in 
Melbourne, large quantities 


could be desired. The same remark would " 
apply to the dried fruits mentioned by — 
Senator Cox, and particularly to dried 
nectarines, Etch seem to retain their _ 
natural flavour better than any other — 
fruits which I know. It is our duty — 


to do whatever we can to assist the fruit _ 


industry generally. At the present ~ 
moment it is facing a crisis, due chiefly to 
over-production. In all the States so 
many people have been encouraged by 
the advice and financial assistance offered Ak 
by their Governments to become fruit- 
erowers that in every branch of the in- — 


dustry we are faced with over- -production. a0 


While our production is in excess of Te a 
quirements, and fruit ¢ can be obtained at 


of dried. — 
apples are used, and the quality is all that 


ON ole TAs 


__ Adjournment ae 


he ted to be imported. If fruit could be 


Ou brought i in from overseas there would be 


logs, not only to the man on the land, but 
ey, the Governments tendering financial 


Senator Botron.—Would the honor- 
“able senator prevent fresh apples from 
entering from America ? 


Senator CRAWFORD.—I would have 
_ no objection to such importations, pro- 
_ vided that Australian-grown apples were 
not procurable at a reasonable price. We 


have considerable provision for cool stor- 


age, and, generally, there is a fair supply 
of ‘Australian apples throughout the year. 
‘I am prepared to give reasonable en- 
:  couragement, by means of the Tariff, to 
any branch of the fruit-growing indus- 
try, but there should be fair play all 
round; and I shall want to know, for 
example, why dates, which are a tropical 
_ preduct, should be given protection to the 
extent of only 1d. per lb., compared with 
the protection granted in other directions. 
_ The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—Does Senator Earle include in his mo- 
tion for a request the words Rensaleiin by 
Senator Cox? 

Senator Hartz.—wNo, sir; is prefer not 
me to. cloud the issue. 

vy a) etoeress reported. 


ns ADJOURNMENT, 

as Tarr Departs. 
erator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
by) inister for Defence) [10.4].—In mov- 
a “hat the Senate do now adjourn, 4 
ee trust that I may be pardoned if I 
_ appeal to honorable senators to permit of 
_ rather more rapid progress than has been 
Os lieved so far with the Tariff schedule. 
Honorable senators who may be desiring 
_ @ respite before another place resumes its 
tings will not have their wishes ful- 
a tae rate of dealing with 
ems in the schedule i is not speeded 
: Instead, the Senate gis likely to be 
8 oe ee. when. another place resumes 


ralia) aa 3] I cua to correct a 
: =. which id made ip : the Sudelany 


Lscsable price, no frrit should be per- 4 


‘eighteen months. 


Tariff. ie was eto to a 
which was under consideration « 
New South Wales Parliament, : | 
stated that Senator Gardiner, as 
member of that Legislature, on 
voted, together with ¢ other, 
bers, for the removal of cert: 
duties. I find now that, in ae 
Senator Gardiner, I was in - erre 
that, imdeed, the honorable senator W 
not at the time a_member of the Ne 
South. Wales Parhament. be 


ee desire ‘to ncknowledge ie corre 
riy mistake. 


on GARDINER eu Somh: 


say AME had I been in the: 'N ew 
Wales Parliament at the time, ve 1 


said I did. 
The Minister for Deion en 1a 
Pearce) has appealed for expedi 
with respect to the consideration of the 
Tariff schedule. It should not be f 
gotten that the Government have “ 
on” the Tariff for some twelve 6 
If the whole busin 
be got through by Christmas, they shot 
be well satisfied. There are more h 


cae senators ae | bee 
away for a fortnight, and L hoped i 
the Committee would have finished 
the schedule before my, return. a 
Tariff, however, is too important to wi 
rant hurry. The Governme may think 

that, because they have prepared it, and — 
it has been in operation for many mont 
it is perfect. They must realize, howeve: 
that during the period in which the sch 
dule operated’ prior to this Parlia 
being given an opportunity to deal 
it ample opportunities were afforded o 
perceiving its defects. If the Parliamer 
has finally dealt with the schedule b 
Christmas, so that there may be then 
brief recess with a view to a resumptio 
in the New Year, that should ie a 

pining as oe Government. ee 


rs. ‘took the chair at 3 pm, and 
! pata 1 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
REPRESENTATION, 


Senatog GARDINER.—I ask the 
ader of the Government if it is a fact 
that, owing to the neglect of the South 
Australian Parliament to conform to the 
rin onstitution, a senator is prevented from 
ttending our mectings. Will the Go- 


Bis bustralien Parliament, Perales against 
its pune of the Constitution 


Eotiledize of the Glnemiaiiti eed the mat- 
- er, i think, gang within the province of 


if dalle the coe connected math the 


v 


Ho apa Of rhe eeewtieha pli 


“on the table of the Library for the in- 
ormation of the Senate? 


to the laying of ae papers on the 
pat (e of ns Eira, and- I shall take 


ae of yetrol and allied piecutas 
= The yearly quantity and value of such im- 
rts by each firm for five years from 1916? 
3. The inconie tax paid by those firms? 


enator RUSSELL, Phe answers 


e edt 2. “Tt is the established practice of the 
ttment not to divulge atiy information 
a the business of dndividwtal firms. 
| Jaw soe sad sreate areal information 
ed. 


DEFENCE LEGAL DEPARTM CEN 


ings under 


Senator ELLIOTT asked the ‘Minis ar 
for Defence, upon mobice— — 


ah What are the nature and oie ‘of the ih . 


in consequence of the pee etere’ new Bead 
ment, and what salaries it is proposed Lie Pay i 
them? My 
3, Will such salaries be paid irteshecnne oe 
the work performed by them or will they be 
paid in accordance with work actually "per 
formed? : 
4, Will any other duties in the. Military 
Forces be assigned to them whilst not onciedir 
in work of a “legal character ? ; 
5. What is the total annual estimated ex. . 
penditure in the new Department, ineludi ng 
salaries? uy 
6. From previous experience in: time a BS 
peace, how many courts martial are likely, to i 
be dealt with annually?. | 
7. In view of the great necessity for econiouiy 
at present, will the Minister agree to post- 
pone making any appointments under the new | 
Scheme until Parliament has had ani EO | 
tunity of discussing it in detail? : 


PEARCE:— The 


Senator 


oe 
are— a 


1-5. The Army Legal Department will ec 
sist of officers serving in the Citizen Forces not 
exceeding in number seven lieutenant- colonels, © 
fifteen majors, and eighteen captains di 
tributed throughout the Commonwealth at-— 
tached to the various formations. The duties 
will extend to an equivalent of, approximately, — 
Sixteen days a year, which is the ordinary — 
duration of the annual training of the Citizen — 
Forces. Each member will receive the ordi- ‘i 
nary Citizen Foree pay of. his rank for not — 
more than sixteen days each year, namely, ty 
lieutenant-colonel, £30, major £24, and captain — 
£18, on the satisfactory performance of duty. 
The total annual expenditure will not hea 
£894. 
The duties of members of the legal Petes 
will be instructional, advisory, and executiv 
They will be required to instruct officers of the — 
Forces in military law and their duties in the — 
administration, of - discipline—instruction i 
great importance, the lack of which in the p 
was greatly felt during the earlier period 
the late war. 


The members of the leval section ee vls 
instruct and advise in matters relating to th 
administration of the Act ard regulations. est e- 
dially in nye ts the institution of proteed- 

the Act in civil Courts for offences 
by defaulting’ trainee 


‘They will also a 


formatioi commanders and ~ other conan 


and. confirming authorities on legal questions — 
affecting courts martial. ‘ aa ne 
6. It is difficult to submit an: estimate, bu ar 
it is not anticipated that the numbers will be 


ay Hest 
large. mie Paste in ‘cornexion with courts. — 


the ‘duties of a legal staff officer, th 


portion of the latter being of an in- an 


Land’ advisory nature. 


Having in view the low expenditure ak 
tailed and ‘the very great benefits which it is 


pated will. be obtained from the system, 
t is not proposed to delay the establishment 
f the Army legal section. 


site? i is see as printed paper and si a 
“printed paper” rates? 
2. Is it a fact that the postal authorities’ 
| see of a book is a “novel’’? 


‘Senator 


the hala iene: 


su pero? by 


Not Dibeatly It would depend upon 
ther or not it is entitled to the special rate 
ed by Parliament for certain books. 
Not that I am aware of. 
arliament has not given me power to de- 
ine what is a book, but only to say what shall 
‘be sent at the rate fixed by Parliament for 
books in order to assist the legitimate 
n author who writes a book in the 
'y acceptation of the term (vide Han- 
ol. arene page 1445). 


SUPERPHOSPHATE. 


nator PRATTEN asked the Minis- 
‘epresenting the Minister for Trade 


fe 


ed superphosphate into Australia in the five- 
"periods ended 30th June, 1910, 30th June, 
30th June, 1920, and for twelve months 


i “From within the Empire? 
gD From foreion COmNEIEET 


PIAN OS. 


; od eatteae asked. the Minnis: 


hh Ba re he total numbers of pianos im- | 


Australia in the five-year periods 
hie 1910, 30th ae LOTS}: 30th 


ae fie Empire? 
foreign | countries? ep A: 


io Phe: inf dristton iG to 


RUSSELL.—The | answers 


What were the total imports of manufac- 


aN Gommntian 
from 3rd August, vide Die 
Item 53— 


' Fruits, dried, viz. : — 


(B) Te per Th, 4d ee | 
(c) Prunes - + + per Ib, aa 


Upon which Senator . 


‘moved— 


That the House of ‘Repres Wid 


quested to insert the following sub- 


(Dp) Apples, dried or evaporated 
British, 4d.; intermediate 
~ general, 4d. | 


move to add “apricots, 
tarines, and betes 
Senator Cox.—Yes. 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania 
Senator Earle’s proposal see 
sic aed one, because ae 


their best fruit, 

has to be sent overseas, i 
have ‘been experienced fo 
securing space in order th 
grade of apples may be shipp 
Old Country. That top. grade, 


and it is essential. that 

should be given every ppt 
realize upon the remainder, 
not go upon the market throug’ 


i nary PU rebliscled etn 1s to s 


Sud eaie orton oe Thee 
ents of Age which, ine 


es eee are “he evaporat 
-manian orehardists eral! dia 


‘s as = ah. 


“apples, eat another reason concerns the 
enormous additional cost of all acces- 
_ gories. The cost of labour, too, has gone 
up very considerably. In view of the fact 
that evaporation is a new phase of the 
| _ fruit-growing industry, Parliament should 
give it every possible encouragement. 
Even if the orchardists’ disabilities were 
- to become no more severe than during the 
_ past few years, he would have enough to 
_ do to make both ends meet; but, unfor- 
\, tunately, his prospects have been made 
even less attractive within the past few 
days. There has been brought under my 
- motice a new log which has been served 
upon the orchardists of Tasmania, I 
shall quote a few items to demonstrate the 
ir, need for substantial encouragement by 
; -mneans of the Tariff. 
ae Senator Russeri.—Surely the encour- 
agement already given may be regarded 
as substantial! 
_ Senator Duncan.—And industrial logs 
are never fully acceded to. 


_. Senator PAYNE.—TI have vivid recol- 
-lections of a log, the rates of which have 
been imposed within the past twelve 


was made retrospective. The log just 
served upon the orchardists bears the sig- 
nature of Mr. Grayndler, segretary’ of the 
_ Australian Workers’ Union. The rate of 
wage set out for carters is £6 a week; for 
male or female packers, if sixteen years 
of age or over, £5 10s. a week; and, if 
under sixteen years, £4 5s. With respect 
to the process of evaporation, employees 
engaged in fruit-cutting and pitting are 
set down to receive a wage of £5 10s. a 
week for any male or female over sixteen 
_years of age, and £4 5s. per week for those 
under sixteen. I consider that the sug- 
gestion of Senator Earle may be reason- 
ably accepted. 

Senator Prarrren.—But there is a duty 
Re at present of 3d. per lh. 
/ Senator PAYNE. —That, as Senator 
Earle has pointed out, is not propor- 
_ tionate to the value of the commodity. It 
takes 8 to 10 lbs. of ordinary apples to 
produce 1 Ib. of evaporated apples. 

ee Russett.—My information is 


Five lbs. of evaporated apples 


low. 
Other 


al one case of green apples. 


i months, without any reduction, and which’ 


oe PAYNE.—That Mii tate 13 


on 


lines of dried fruits possess a much higher — 
value per lb. when placed on the market, — 
and that is why Senator Earle has’ sigs: 7 
gested a slightly higher rate of duty upon ~ 
dried apples. He reasonably contends — 
that the Protection for which he is asking 
is only equal to that which has been — 
afforded under the Tariff in connexion — 
with other yarieties of dried fruit. : 


Senator SENIOR (South Anetra 
[3.19]—Some of the difficulties of — 
orchardists have been already mentioned. 
There ig this consideration to be added, — 
namely, that the further the fruit-grower — 
lives from his local market, the more 
waste there-is. 
made use of in some way, if possible, and 
the only means is by desiccation or dry- 
ing. Some people, unacquainted with 
fruit-growing, Yegard the windfall as — 
utter waste. The apple tree does not 
bloom all over at the same time. 
earliest blossoms provide the first ripe 
fruit. These are usually the largest 
apples, and, very often, before the main 
crop is ripe these large apples fall. 
Orchardists situated many hundreds of 
miles away from an ordinary market — 
should have a means of profitably dispos- 
ing of their product instead of offering it 
for sale at whatever may be offered. In 
a number of districts returned soldiers 
are engaged in fruit-growing, and unless 
they can dispose of the fruit that is not 
saleable in the ordinary way considerable 
hardship and loss will be incurred. The 
only opportunity orchardists, have of dis- 
posing of the fruit which is otherwise un- — 
saleable is by drying it. At certain © 
periods of the year dried fruits arrive 
from overseas and compete with that. 
placed on the market by the local 
growers; and it is for that reason I in- — 
tend to support the request, in an endea- — 
vour to assist orchardists. During recent — 
years, 
ably, as the cost of labour, as well as the 
price of implements and materials used in 
drying fruit, have considerably increased. 
Those engaged in agricultural pursuits — 
know that bluestone, which is used for : 
p ckling wheat, and Phieha is also used by 
orchardists in spraying, has almost — 
trebled in price during recent years. The — 
cost of nitrate of soda, potash, and a 
phosphate is also much higher than it — 
was a few years ago. If the orchardists 


The waste pa) must be — 


Thess. 


conditions have altered consider- — 


el ‘ oe 


: rors | _Oustoms Lariff 
- are to. carry on Hane ce ae 
have to be given every consideration and 
assistance in making their undertakings 
—sueeessful, and by supporting the request 
submitted by Senator Earle we shall be 
helping them. 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) {3.24].— 
ae am pleased that my request bas peued 
such favorable consideration. Up to the 
present, the only note of diseord has been 
sounded by the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council (Senator Russell), 
who inferred that only inferior apples 
were used for drying, and said that the 
duty I was suggesting represented 40 
per cent. of the value of the goods, 


‘Senator Russeuz.—I did not say that 


the apples were inferior, but that the 
_hetter class of apples were not used for 
drying. 

Senator KARLE—Not if there is a 
market, because it necessarily pays better 
ig sell them in the ofdinary way. In the 
process of evaporating or drying fruit 
about 90 per cent. of the weight is lost, 
and the grower receives only about 4 Ibs. 
of dried fruit from each case of apples 
after they have been pecled, sliced, and 
cored. Dried apples have been selling at 
about 8d..or 9d. per lb., so it will be seen 
that the actual return, on the basis of Sd. 
per lb., after paying for labour, would 
be 2s. 8d. per case. I know of no other 
dried fruit consumed in Australia that is 
“sold cheaper than evaporated apples, and 
the price does not provide a sufficient 
margin to those who are engaged in the 


U industry. To show a fair return, the re- 


tail price should be at least 1s. "6d. per 
lb., instead of 8d. to 9d. per Ib. 


Tee tor CrawrForp.—lIs that the retail 
| price? - 


‘Senator EARLE.—1I have not the 
latest. quotations, but the prices quoted 
are substantially correct. 


Senator Rowxrzi.—That is for a eom- 
mon variety. 


‘Senator EARLE,—Probably so. 
a Fy eiwoes are usually shareholders in 
drying companies, and if they receive a 
veturn of 9d. per lb. it is equal to about 
only 3s, per case after incurring all the 
_ expense of drying. I cannot conceive 
Or any commodity which deserves more 
bs) protertion than this one. 


. for an increase of these duties if the du 


The 


a 
the ditieates with which a “f 
growers have to contend. But if 
Committee, in its wisdom, is going to. 
crease the duty on evaporated apples by 
id. per lb., we shall be im an illogical 
position in “regard to other dried fruits. 
Currants, raising, and sultanas, which ar 
small fruits, are dutiable to the extent of 
8d. per lb., and in another place a 
separate sub- item has been inserted under 
which prunes are dutiable at 49d. per lb. 
In the course of my varied experiences 
have been jinterested in apple dryi 
and there is no doubt that apples 1 
cannot be sold as fresh fruit are used : 
drying purposes. In America and in ~ 
Canada the best fruit is marketed for’ 
ordinary consumption, and the balance 
saved by drying. If a grower receives 
2s., 28. 6d., or 3s, per case for the inferie 
portion of his crop, that is a saving, 
cause, until the evaporating or dryin 
dustry was established under a fairly | 
Tariff, inferior apples were usu 
wapted, Senator Payee has said | tha 


1 Ib. af dried fae ond those fizures may 
be accepted as approximately correct 


per Tb. et on fresh fea ads ta 
consistent, there should be a duty i “i 
than 3d. per Ib. on dried apples. 


Senator Wirson ot Vig “about th 
to ene. 


Senator Earte—One is “more eas 
imported than the other. 


Senator PRATTEN.—That is £0. 
Senator Earle has moved to inerease the 
duty on_dried apples, and Senator Cox’ 
to Increase the duty on dried summer 
fruits, such as peaches, apricots, ‘pea 
and nectarines. I cannot possibly ve 


on currants and raisins is to remain as 
is, To do so would be most ilogie 
Later on we may have some one proposing 
an increase in the duty on “preserved 
ginger by 1d. per Ib. If these separate 
articles are dealt with in the way spro- 
posed, the Tariff on dried fruits g 


rally will DO a most ee one 


tO: aoads yale pring item shall rema 
#s it is; or whether there shall be a rise 
Of Td. per Ib. all round on these dried 
ruits. 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 
: 33]. —If the request made by Senator 

_ Earle is carried in the amended form 
suggested by. Senator Cox, the result will 
i: ‘be: a very substantial 1 increase in the duties 
I would point out 
ti 0 both oe honorable senators that by 


uA a8 they propose, they will be penalizing, 
not the .people of the cities, who are able 
to obtain fresh fruit, but people outside, 
who require these commodities to vary a 
‘diet which is by no means palatable. 


ay’s Argus that the wholesale price of 
ried apples is 93d. per Ib., and where the 
rticle is put up in boxes it is 1s. per lb. 
wed find, from earlier files of the same news- 
‘per, that the price of currants ¢.r. is 
d. per Ib., and that of a special variety 
little more. The price of sultanas is a 
Kittle higher. . a 


| son LYNCH. ne price of sul- 
apes runs ida to 113d. per Ib. The wpe 


i ra oa increase of the duties on 


in outside districts, wito have to bela 


Senator GARDINER Cra South 
: [8.36].—I am vather sorry that 
_ Senator Box should ine submitted his 


Now South Woaleacs ean. its out an 
rticle so superior that it can’ beat com- 
petition from anywhere. There is no 
yuestion at all about that. The preserved 
its produced in New South Wales, par- 
ticularly at Yanco—and I refer now not 
i _ merely to dried fruits, but .to canned 
fruits’ as well—represent’ the high-water 
mal excellence in production. Their 
rapidly becoming the’ market 


n the question of values, E find from to-_ 


them outside Agteahiens : if 


these dried fruits is unfair to people 


senator refers to the mealies not into ie 
water seheme, and he would charge that 
expenditure against the Yanco settlement ) 
as overhead charges for two years. I 
have no hesitation in saying that it re 
presents the richest investment that New 
South Wales has yet made. — Ai 
Senator Lyncenx.—Is not thé expenae , 
ture more than covered by the ee, 
value addéd to the land. ; 
Senator’ GARDINER.—I believe ‘that. | 
the value added to the land exceeds the 
cost of the construction of the dam. ay, 
may inform honorable senators that it is : 
within my own knowledge that Yanco. " 
canned peaches—and I refer to this as i 
an illustration, becapse other articles — 
produced at Yanco are equally good ; 
are so much in demand that some little. 
time ago speculators went round, even to 
small grocery shops in Sydney, and Pa 
chased, at am advance of 3d. per tin, — 
every tin of Yanco preserved sae eb 
they could, secure, in order to market 


Senator Senwror.—That was became tin 
containers were scarce. 


Senator GARDINER.—It was 5 hese ‘ 
the article was so superior to that turned — 
out by private enterprise that it could — 
beat competition from any other part OE 
the world. Sydney grocers were retail-— 
ing these preserved peaches at 114d, pers: 
tin, and they were purchased by specu- 
lators *at 14d. per tin for sale outside 3 
Australia in competition in the world’s 
markets. New South. Wales sore : 
of these goods do not need any of these _ 
sham helps. I do not desire to see the 
products of New South Wales dragged — 
down to the level of those that require 
protection from the Tariff. The State ce 
represent does not require additional 
taxation on these kinds of fruit. Fruit 
is dried im New South Wales by the most 
advanced and up-to-date processes, and me 
the products can more’ than hold theit 5 
own with those produced in any other © 
country of the world. And whom shall 
we handicap but the families living out. 
back? The people who live a long > 7a: 
from. the incase and to. whom the 
i 1 freshi etd a the 


aa Ie ‘we increase these aati we 5s 
| make. their conditions. of living a_ 
oe protest r 


i pee Gales which want to be 
sisted by the rest of Australia. 
Senator Russeiy.—Is the honorable 


r aware that we imported Ss 


8 a 19, 909 Ibs. of currants, 28,818 


gl Protective duty be required to 
vent the importation of dates? The 
priaist a seems Wi be to stop 


assing basin to other fruits, but I ask 
the honorable senator not to i ause dates 


nator GARDIN ER. ok am merely 
ie to other products similar to the 

em under consideration. There is not 
au alae between dried apples and 
3. The Minister might as well have 
rted his argument by quoting the 

we have exported during the last 
months. We have entered into 
tition with fruit-growers on the 
side of the world. Tasmanian 
have a world-wide reputation, but 
hei Wales. eros better fruit. 


: a een Bik Harbor. | 
ts are holding their own in all parts 


ld, and we desire to develop. if 
vorld, and we desire to develop— in the Coveremens cannery at 


Our 


three piecsise bee in ne ie 
ing them is not common sens 


Senator PRATTEN ee ee 


Doe are 4,000, 000 tins ae ¢ mn 


which no sale ‘can be pede 


Australia) or abroad. 


nent possibility of a rebum | 
conditions jn regard to dried 
Greece again coming into th 


Lo the American surplus availab 


Bee and other Les are 
ie SE eae ae with what this ie 


port to Australia, our fruit 


without adequate ‘duties upon 
all sorts, will be in a very mu 
- position than it is to-day, a 

- knows it is bad enough, 

are stocked with goods that th 
‘sell, and the Government he 
vances that, may n er ; 


‘y fe 
; - Customs Lariff 


i Pea I feouale ee even a pound 
of fruit being imported. Senator Craw- 
_ ford put the position very well last night 
when he said that there was an over- 
production of fruit in Australia. I, 
_ therefore, refute the argument of Senator 
Gardiner, that New South Wales, by 
virtue of her development in fruit pro- 


world without Tariff assistance. 
_ Senator Garpiner.—When the honor- 
able senator stands for the Parramatta 
_ seat I shall fight him on that point. 
__. Senator PRATTEN.—I do not wish 
to fight anybody, but ‘‘thrice armed is 
he who hath his quarrel just,’’ and the 
_ fruit-growers of Parramatta will have 
"n something to say about the honorable 
senator’s attitude. The statement that 
an industry such as that at Yanco can 
exist without any protection at all is 
dangerous talk. It is admitted through- 
out Australia that the fine developments 
at Mildura and Renmark would not have 
been possible without adequate duties on 
imported dried fruits, and that those 
enterprises without Protection would 
have been smothered by “Greek com- 
petition before the war. To return 
to the case put up by Senator Earle 
for an additional duty of 1d. per Ib. on 
_ 4ried apples, and the further proposal by 
_ Senator Cox that an additional duty ot 
_ 1d. per lb. be imposed upon dried apricots, 
_ peaches, and nectarines in the interest of 
the Yanco fruit-growers, I would point 
out that if such a request were agreed to, 
it would mean that currants, sultanas, and 
- raisins, the preparation of which involves 
‘ probably far more labour, would be duti- 
able at a lower rate. In order to test the 
feeling of the Committee, I propose to 
move at the proper time that the duty on 
all dried fruits, including apples, peaches, 
pears, apricots, and ginger, be increased 
by id. per lb. 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[. 52]—Senator Gardiner has said that 
_ Y4nco is such a glorious district for fruit 
production that orchardists there can 
carry on without any Tariff assistance. I 
invite him to look back to the inception 
of Mildura and Renmark, and to remem- 
ber what it cost the Government’ and the 
pioneers to establish those great. settle- 
ee ents. If he does, he will be prepared 
) give more consideration to this request 
creased duty. The Paster 


: We nei (ah 


duction, is able to compete with the 


Bill. : 10721 a 


peel 


" (Senatne Russell) thas said that a dente ‘ 
many tons of currants and raisins are — 
annually imported to Australia. We 
should look at the other side of the picture ge 
and ascertain how many tons of currants _ 
and raising produced in Australia are — 
annually sent to the distilleries. With — 
such information in our possession we 
should know the exact position of the in- » 
dustry. In dealing with Senator Earle’s 
request in an earlier speech, I pointed © 
out that it was necessary to increase the — 
duty in order to assist orchardists who are 
not within easy distance of the fresh fruit _ 
market. Fruit-growers within easy reach 
of any of our big cities have no difficulty 
in disposing of their fresh fruits at prices 
in excess of those obtained for dried fruits, 
despite the extra labour involved in the: 
process of drying. I invite Senator 
Lynch to have regard to the position of — 
fruit-growers 200 or 300 miles away from — 
a big city. The only course open to them — 
is to dry their fruits, and the prices at 
which dried fruits are obtainable offer — 
them but a poor remuneration for their 
labour. Instead of making big profits, as. 
hag been suggested, the average orchardist, 
with his wife and children, is often en- 
gaged until late at night in cutting up 
fruit for drying next morning, and his 
return does not amount to more than id. 
per lb. Some of the arguments that have 
been advanced in opposition to this re- 
quest are born of want of knowledge. © 
We must have regard, not only to the con- 
sumers of these commodities, but to those — 
who produce them. Let us hold the © 
balance fairly between them. ‘Consider- — 
ing the increased cost of production, this — 
request for an additional duty of 1d. per — 
lb. is by no means unreasonable. I 
would remind the Committee that the re- — 
quest is not for a duty of 1d. per lb. on — 
green fruit, such as we were asked to — 
agree to in respect of bananas, but for an — 
additional impost, which is about equal Suk 
one-eighth of 1d. per Ib. of fresh fruit. 
Senator Prarren.—The total duty 
would not amount to more than $d. pee tb. 
on green fruit. “Soe 


Senator SENIOR.—That is so. E re- 
ceived to-day a typical letter from an 
orchardist who has had to contend with 
many difficulties. He assures me that. 
after keeping his fruit in the cool stores 
for some time isk year the price that he a 


| Adc oo: 


Mel ra a ie or ibe cost t of storage. 
cc Senator oe aa Topic man 1s. com- 


Senator SENIOR.—Quite so; but 
directly the market is favorable it is 
| flooded with imports. I hope the request 
will be agreed to. aN 
a Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria ) [ 3. 59]. 
_--l intend to support a request for an 
inereased duty of 1d. per 1b. on dried 
fruits. I was astounded at the remarks 
made by Senator Gardiner regarding the 
eondition of the dried-fruit industry in 
‘the Murrumbidgee irrigation area. We 
all know that the industry there up to 
date shows a colossal loss, not only to the 
Government, but to those who have been 
directly engaged j in it. A magnificent ex- 
ample of the value of the dried- fruit in- 
dustry is furnished by Mildura, which has 
been converted from what was practically 
a waste into one of the most prosperous 
and happy settlements I have visited. 
That would have been impossible but for 
a substantial Protective duty on dried 
fruits. 

‘Senator Sentor.—And substantial Go- 
vernment help. Ms 

‘Senator GUTHRIEW—And also sub- 
stantial assistance from the Government. 
Surely it should be our object to retain 


: to Australia the magnificent trade in dried 


_ fruits that has thus been built up. I do 
hot al why we should import any dried 


es oy a. grave ‘mistake to increase the 

duty on currants and raisins. 

_ Senator GUTHRIE.—1 particularly 
wish to speak on the subject of ginger. . 
| a. ago an improved process was 


€ Pe antan. —-That is so; but 
oe before the Chair relates to a 


4 a Narr Acute. 


_{SBN ATE. ae 


jefore Ghee f to a eel timer on 


the question before us we ough 
‘our minds ag to the facts. — 

said that there is a large stock fo) 
fruits at Yanco for which there i 
sale. On referring to the official sta 
tics issued by the Department of Tra 
and Customs, showing the Custo: 
Excise revenue for 1919-20, we find 
the value of the imports, of fruit 
served in liquid—that is, tinned fi 
for the five years beginning 1915 
been, in round figures, VS i— 
£50,000, £47,000, £42,000, £67,000, and 
£56,000, For the same ‘period. th a 
ports have been £20,000, Pia: 10 
£251,000, £477 3000, and, 2 
sali 000. 


aaah a bagel airy a be fone 
Senator Russert.—There is, in add 
tion, £1,370, 000 ! wor of a : 
fruits. Uae 
Senator LYNCH. ae are ae ‘ac 
which the Commitiee eng to nov 


aad iy ei our hale as to noe posi- 
tion. Although last-year there was 
ported over £500,000 worth of tim 
fruits, an inereased duty is asked fo 
Tn the ease of dried fruits, the 7 y 
the imports of currants for the five yea 
from 1915-16 was, in round figu 
£17,000, £54, £5,° £505, and, last yee 
£120, showing purely nominal: imp 
tions, Raisins, over the same period, 
are represented by £46, £25, £11, £4, and, 
last year, £323. 
Senator Russgu.. — The aM orable | 
senator’s Aguas, are much mi t 1e 
figures I haye 6 
“Senator LYNCH. ae am oui 


i wish. to see every tate in Au 
get a fair deal; I do not desire to an 
any position bolstered up by; mere 
cies. In the case of currants, the 
of the exports over the same period 
£25,000, £165,000, £134,000, £10 
and, last year, £946 ,000, and in the 
of raisins the value. was £21 
£166,000, £114,000, £95,000, and, 
year, £359,000, while other dried 
exported were ‘valued at £3. 000, £41, 
pes 000, £51, 000, boy £37, 000. 


y.0 : coded asked tor: “Where : are we 
ri A suggestion is made that 


he a Dried apples are not set out in 
AN these retiirns, but we have the figures I 
have just quoted.) The statement made 
a by. Senator Pratten has nothing to sustain 
it as a fact, and the proposal before us 
Coady means penalizing our home con- 


- 


_ sumers for the benefit of foreign con- 


Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [4.8].— 
‘regret that the request proposed by 
Senator Earle has been beclouded to a 
great extent by some of those who have 
taken part in the discussion. ‘The figures 
_ quoted by Senator Lynch are interesting 
and reliable, but they have no. bearing 
on the request proposed by Senator Earle 
_—they have no bearing at all on the re- 
quest that the evaporated or dried apple 
‘industry should have a fair and reason- 
able measure of protection. Senator 
‘Lynch has quoted the export figures of 
‘raisins, currants, and other dried fruits; 
but I brs never yet heard that the people 
‘interested in the production of such fruits 
have made any request for an increase in 
the duties. On the contrary, I was given 
to understand at Mildura that the pro- 
ducers are perfectly satisfied with the 
protection which they have had for some 
time, and which was given jin order to 
encourage the cultivation of such fruit 
at Mildura and elsewhere. The industry, 
- wnder the present protection, has been 
ea very successful ; but this is an entirely 
different industry from that referred to 
_ by Senator Earle. The dried apple in- 
* dustry is quite, a new one in Austraha, 
_ brought into existence owing to the fact 
that it was found impossible to insure the 
“necessary space for the export of our 
better- elass fruit to the-Home Land. 


Senator eae a Oe was the ile 


rr 


- last three or jae years has it been eed 
i are to any extent. 


vin 40, 000 tens of such, produce 
-AUSe hen could not get han eae 


| Ee anette vey ; 


flies very Neier but it ig he Be iy, 
quite recent years that the industry has at 
all developed. Those engaged in apple ; 
growing have been forced to devise means 
for getting some return for that part of 
the crop which they cannot market as 
fresh fruit. The drying and evaporating — 
of apples is an industry which is in a dif- : 
ferent. category from the currant and — 
raisin industry. When primary producers — 
find that they cannot make a profit, they 
are justified in asking for more protec- — 
tion, and it is not usual for successful 
producers to ask for an inctease of duty. — 
Australia supplies her own demand Hat 
currants and raisins, and her exportation — 
of these fruits is increasing; but I do not — 
under normal conditions anticipate any 
great exportation of dried and evaporated — 
apples. During the war foodstuffs found — 
a ready market, because the people of — 
so many countries were then forced to 
concentrate their energies upon warfare, 
but to-day the. position has changed. 
Nevertheless, the drying and evaporating — 
of apples is an industry which is helpful 
to the growers of that fruit, whose diffi- 
culties seem to increase every year, | and 
we should do what we can to iPEOVe 
their condition. In Tasmania orchardir 
and the growing of small fruits has. been. 
for some years a very important | indus-_ 
try. If the returns could be analyzed, — 
Senator Lynch would find that there. has 
been but a small exportation of rig icuek 
“apples, and I believe that to-day there i is 
no export trade in them, . 
Senator Cox.—What other dried fruits 

would be exported ? 


Senator Eariy.—Dried pears, peaches, 
and apricots. 


Senator PAYNE.—I am don sane my 
remarks to the dried apple industry, and, 
in my opinion, there is no similarity be- 3 
tween it and the dried-fruits sane re 
ferred to by Senator Lynch. Re ee 


Senator CRAWFORD " (Quéshaletan 
[4.15].—Yesterday, when I spoke briefly 
in favour of Senator Earle’s proposal, ae 
was under the impression that the price 
of dried apples was very much less than i 
appears to be according to the quota ; ns 
in to-day’s newspapers. But I am de- 
sirous that something should be done. to 
assist. the fruit industry generally, nf 
cause there are indications that in pra 
tically every State: fheres is even 1 NOW OF 


ar 
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D eetator Ganpiner, —Are you not sure 


c ‘that the trouble is under-consumption ? 
We have enough people to eat all you 
can grow. 


Senator CRAWFORD.—If they would 
m ie on fruit exclusively. I do not know 
how a greater per capita consumption of 
fruit could be brought about in this 
country. But there is room in this 
country for many millions more than we 
have here, and if we had the population 
that we might and should have, there 
would be no difficulty in disposing 
of all the fruit grown. However, unless 
the policy of the State Governments 
changes, the production of fruit is 
likely to increase, rather.than to diminish, 
in proportion to population. Not only 
is there a larger area under fruit to-day 
than there was some years ago, but 
the area is greater than it was in propor- 
tion to the population. Therefore, it is 
necessary to prevent the importation of 
all fruit while the position remains as it 
is. I understand that our factories not 
only hold very large stocks of jam and 
preserved fruit, but also that they have 
no less than 17. ,000 tons of pulped fruit, 
and that so depressed is the market 
abroad that if they could get sugar for 
nothing they could not at present find a 
_ sale for their goods. Apparently, at pre- 
sent the only market abroad for our sur- 
plus fruit is that which takes 1,500, ;000 
eases of apples during one season of the 
year, and 1 have been informed on good 
authority that the trade cannot be in- 
creased unless growers will accept much 
lower prices, because there are not 
enough people in Great Britain—where 
most of our apples go—with sufficient 
means to buy. apples at what are now 
considered by our exporters to be profit- 
able prices. I accept Senator Harle’s 
statement that there is not likely to be a 
combination to keep up the price of 
dried apples; but undoubtedly the Aus- 
tralian Dried Fruits Association has 
kept up the price of currants, raisins, 
and similar dried fruits. 
the Association used to decide what quan- 
tity of dried fruits should be exported, 
and the fruit was sold abroad for about 
one-third of the price charged for that 
sold in Australia. JI should not like that 
to be done with the fruits now under con- 
sideration. The fruit industry in America 
is at present very depressed, and in a 
letter which - received some time 1 BBO 
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the purchases of this and the Imperial 


Betors the war, 


from Sir Henry Jones | ‘hat says 1 
as things are in Australia, they are 
dently, from cabled reports, very m 
worse in America, where, from lates 
advices, canned fruits are selling at 4 
per dozen for standard quality. | 

Senator Jonn D. Mirren. And ‘they 
cost 10s. to produce. : 

Senator CRAWFORD.—I am “sur 
that the containers would cost more 
than the price mentioned in the letter 
Therefore, there is a danger of dumping 
and I think that that could be met bet 
by special anti-dumping legislation than 
by an increase of the duties. If ne 
American situation has been truly repre- 
sented, I do not think that a duty of 4d 
per Ib. would keep out imports, and i 
may be necessary for the Government to 
absolutely prohibit importation. 

Senator Lyncu.—Do not you think 
that we can hold our own against Amer ca 
in the production of fruit? ne 

Senator CRAWFORD.—I dare say 
that we can; but the Americans may do 
what the Mildura growers have done: 
make their profit on their local sales anc 
dump the balance into other countries, ‘in- 
cluding Australia. ea 

Senator Senror.—aAt present, the sur- 
plus fruit is being dumped into the dis- 
tilleries. : 

Senator CRAWFORD.—_I anderstaad 
that a large quantity of apples are used 
in the making of cider, and perhaps that 
industry could be- extended. -Queens- 
landers are reputed to be thirsty souls, 
but cider is a beverage which is rarely 
seen in their State. I do not think tha: 
we can pay regard to the circumstances 
of the fruit industry during the war and 
immediately afterwards, because there 
was then a big demand for fruit owing to 


Government, and we were then getting 
sugar more cheaply than it could be 
obtained in any other country. Now 
conditions have changed. The industry 
has not the special advantages that it 
enjoyed during the war, and the produc- 
tion of fruit has increased. Even if an- 
other tree or vine were not planted, the 
production of fruit in Australia would 
continue to increase for some years. ne 
was a member of a party which in N 
vember last visited the Murray River 
settlements, and although I Pe ‘a fair 
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Dies Tee todes of the rural districts of 
_ Australia I never before saw evidence of 
~ guch general affluence in any locality. 
But what impressed me most was the fact 
| that, both in Victoria and in South Aus- 
rt tralia, extensive areas were being pre- 
hi pared for planting. I do not know where 
a market will be found for the fruit that 
ged be grown there. 


- Senator Gururie.—Fruit is too cheap 
_ for the grower, and too dear for the con- 
sumer. 

Senator CRAWFORD. —Better organi- 
_ zation might get rid of some of the middle- 
men. Orchard fruit is generally grown 
within a reasonable distance of large 
centres of population. From Mildura it 
‘ean be landed in Melbourne within 
_ twenty-four hours. There is no question 
of a three-days’ train journey, as is the 
: A | with consignments of Queensland 
bananas. 


Senator Gururre.—In the soldier set- 
_ tlements in the north-east of Victoria last 
year it did not pay the orchardists to pick 
_ their peaches. 
Senator CRAWFORD.—I have been 
informed that, in one fruit-growing area 
in New South Wales, last season 200,000 
eases of peaches ripened within a fort- 
night, and that, three years hence, it is 
expected that 1, 000,000 cases of peaches 
of the same variety will ripen within ten 
to fourteen days. 


Senator Prarren.—I think there is 
‘something wrong with those figures, 

Senator CRAWFORD. — They were 
_ given me by a member of the Government. 
_ Altogether, the situation with respect to 
the fruit-growing industry is so difficult 
that I cannot see how it is to be eased 
‘simply by the imposition of a duty of 4d. 
ar lb. More returned soldiers have gone 
out on the land to cultivate orchards than 
in respect of any other phase of primary 
industry. Thus, the matter becomes one 
which must engage the serious attention 


of Commonwealth and State Govern- 
ments. 
“Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [4.28].—I desire, at the proper 
stage, to request the inélusion of a new 
sub-item having for its purpose the free 
admission of bananas and other fruit and 
roducts | from Papua and Territories 
under the mandates. 
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Bill. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—The honorable senator may not move © 
in the direction indicated, or debate the i 


subject, at the present stage. : 
Senator GARDINER.—That being § 80, 


I shall devote brief attention to the view- 


point of Senator Pratten with respect to 


the fruit-growing industry. I admit that ‘ 


the honorable senator is a superior autho- 


rity, compared with myself, seeing that — 
he has handled primary producers and 


their products so effectively and well, in 
his own interests, as to be able to devote 
himself to the hobby of politics. 

Senator Prarren.—Fruits were not the 
sole source of my activities. 
been, I would not now be in the happy 
position which Senator Gardiner depicts. 

Senator GARDINER. Senator 
Pratten, I repeat, is a superior authority, 
having legitimately laid the basis of his 


—_ 


ample competence upon the toil and the 


product of the struggling fruit-growers. 


To-day he has comfortable leisure in 
which to devote himself, with that same — 
great intelligence that made his fortune, 


to the legislation of the Commonwealth. 


I should add, as further tribute to the 


honorable senator’s talents, that he not 


only made his profits out of fruit and 
fruit-growers, but also out of the tin in 


which the fruits were canned, But fruit- 
growing, and particularly fruit-drying, 
has developed considerably in New South 


10726 : 


Had they — 


Wales since Senator Pratten was in the © 


business. The introduction of up-to-date 
machinery and: the intelligent employ- 
ment of modern methods in the indus- 


Ree 
try may now be expected to do far more 


for orchardists than all the protection 


given them under a sympathetie Tariff. 
In effect, the Government, when they im- 

ges high Protection, are giving a bonus — 
The Govern- _ 
nee say, in effect, “Go as slowly as you” 
You need be afraid of no competi- | 
We shall keep everybody else out.” — 
But Senator Earle is not satisfied. He — 


‘go-slow” producers. 


like. 


tion. 


wants to provide that fruit-growers may © 


go still more slowly. I’know, of course, — 


that Tasmania is famous for its apples. 


Senator Earitz.—Apples are also erown 


in Victoria, New South Wales, and South © 


Australia. 


Modahae GARDINER —Tasmania ee 


to be famous for something. Hence I men- 


tion. BERNE ‘ is famed, also, for < one 


i 
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a Bing, namely, is enact emits 


eoared States in this respect, namely, 
Queensland and Tasmania, should be seek- 


tection for their products. The duties, 


connexion with fruit, might well remain. 
The Government have already afforded 
sufficient encouragement to assist pro- 


ducers of dried apples to conduct their 


businesses profitably at the expense of the 
remainder of the community. If Senator 
Earle has his way, the dried-apple pro- 
ducer will be given an additional 1d. per 
|b. at the cost of the great mass of con- 
‘sumers. The honorable senator claims 
_ that unless this extra penny be conceded, 
oe orehardists mwill be unable to earry 
What will they do with jthe extra 
eng! Wall they pay higher wages, or 
sel! their product more cheaply? Senator 
 Pratten referred to the splendid mar- 
ket which the Mother Country provided 
after the war, and he remarked that, it 
‘was because Great Britain ‘wanted so 
-tauch of our fruits that Yanco secured 
gach opportunities for development. In 
opposition to that view, some folk claim 
that the activities of a certain Combine 
must be ‘taken into considerable account. 
- Notoraly, of course, upon the subjéct of 
_ the actual working of Combines, Senator 
 Pratten is again much better informed 
‘than. myself. 


| Senator Prarren.—So well informed, 
Tn this: instance, as to be able to say that 
the honorable ponedtier is Incorrect in his 


2 as uefa bought Yanco 
s for Is. 2d. which were being retailed 


“onmediately rose, in New South 
3, to Is. 5d. 


Senator Prarrey. __That is not correct, 
énator. GARDINER. —T can prove ‘it 


b reference to specific market quotations. 
ho. will re ‘the Loss ae the. nage 


it is eurious that the two whee: 


ing the greatest measure of coddling pro- 


as they now appear in the schedule in 


$d. per tin, and that the wholesale 
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ioe review is meena ? Th 
must fight against pests, and 


Bakhap, T. J. K. 
beun, B. ratten, L, a 
Buzacott, TR. i Reid, M. 
Cox Cae Rowell, ce 
Glasgow, Sir Thomas Senior, WwW. 
Guthrie, J. F. yb PRO ey asa: 
uN Crawford, 


Lynch, P. CNA 


‘to be able to retire and. eultiva 


storms. He has my sympat 
thought that he would benefit, I w 
support the request of Senator % 
But the man who would gain is th 
who controls the product. I refer 7 
party who has the brains to outwit 
fruit-grower—the type of man wh 
successfully outwits the fruit-grower 


hobby of Federal politics. Hv 
knows that fruit rapidly depree 
hot weather. When fruit 1s marke 
during a hot spell, the gentlemen, 7 
able eventually to retire after a lifetin 
of outwitting the fruit-grower, aL 
from bidding, and—there being a C 
bine—nobody else bids. When the marke 
can no longer hold out, owing to rap 
deterioration, the brainy Oren 10 
th 


ary of its value, and sabe it int 
and preserves. ‘They astutely bid 
when the growers are compelled to § 
to throw their product into the tip 
proposal now before the Committ 
give these intelligent persons who dive 
on the orchardists and their products + 
little more lining to their pockets. 
conclusion, I may add that 1 am makin 
this personal attack on Senator Pratt 
in the hope that he will be provoke 
go a little further into the subjee 
rally. Inevitably, he looks upon | 
a view-point which is the opposite 
mine. J] bring to bear the point of 
of the pest-battling orchardist, w. 
honorable senator takes that : 
gentleman who gives the orders 

Jombine, who issues directions 1 
buy and how rs to hold off. | 


thes A he $0 gente (Seige 
amendment upon Senator Har: 


quest)—put. The Committee divid 
Ayes ye Hines f 
Noes .. ne) 

Majority we 


AYES. Ss 
|B in, W. 


ial Po Nate he kad 2 
ckman, E, A. . Payne, H. J. M. 


farle, J.” | Pearce, G. F. 
Gardiner, A. | Russell, E. J. 
Henderson, G.. Peller: 
Millen, John D. de Largie, H. 

laa Parr. 


"Keating, J. H, | Fairbairn, G. 
Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Amendment agreed to. 

~ Question—That the request (Senator 


FBariy’s), as amended, be agreed to—put. 
The Committee divided. 


Ayes... : f Lee 
rat yeahs 
Majority .. 5 


Aa i, ; AYES. 3 
Bakhap, T. J. K. Millen, John D. 


Benny, B. Payne, H. J. M. 
ion wox, C.. FB. Piain, W. 
-». Crawford, T. W. - Pratten, H. E. 
‘aos Duncan, W. L. Reid, M. 
Earle, J. 
Glasgow, Sir Thomas Tellér : 
_ Guthrie, J. F. | Senior, W. 
: He Nogs. 


Buzacott, R. * | Pearce, G. F. 
_ Drake-Brockman, E. A. | Rowell, J. 
“Gardiner, A. Russell, HE. J. 
Henderson, G. Teller: 
Lynch, P. J. de Largie, H. 
ca im Pair, 
Keating, J. H, | Fairbairn, G. ( 
Question so, resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Request, as. amended, agreed, to. 
- Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [4.52]. 
i —I move— .. 
_ fhat the House of Representatives be re- 
- quested. to make the duty on ginger, per Ib., 4d. 
About ten years ago an important dis- 
_ eovery was made in Australia in con- 
‘nexion with preserving ginger, which en- 
abled the Australian manufacturers and 
preservers. to capture the trade which 


China, and .as a result of which 
practically 90 per cent. of the trade 
was. diverted to Australia. During 
_ reeent years, Chinese manufacturers have 
been offering this product in the Com- 
monwealth at a price lower than that at 
which it can be produced: here, because 
they have been able to secure sugar from 
- Java at a cheaper price than Australian 
manufacturers. and preservers have: been 
able: to purchase in the Commonwealth. 


was previously held almost entirely by » 


preservers here at a lower rate, but 
authorities refused to do so. The onk 
way to save the industry and allow 
ginger to be preserved by white labour — 
instead of by yellow labour is to give it 
adequate, protection. I submit the Tre- 
quest, and trust that it will have the sup- 
port of the Committee. Oe vicee 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) — 
[4.54].—If the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council (Senator Russell) 1s ° 
prepared to accept a further amendment — 
to increase the duties generally on all 
dried fruits from 3d. to 4d. per lb. it will 
be in consonance with the vote that has 
just been: taken, and will also include the © 
request submitted by Senator Guthrie. — 
~ Senator Gururr.—I am not in favour 
of dates being dutiable at that rate, — aes 
Senator PRATTEN.—I am referring © 
to sub-item a. Dee ee 
Senator Russeru.—The dutiesare too 
low in some cases. Se aca. 
Senator PRATTEN.—On _ eurrants, 
raisins, and. sultanas' the duty is 3d., and 
on apples, peaches, pears, and nectarines © 
it is 4d. per lb. Senator Guthrie wishes — 
preserved gingér to be dutiable at 4d. per 
Ib., and: perhaps the Minister will accept 
a general request on the lines I have m- 
dicated. Se 
Senator Russezi.—l want more than 
4d. im some cases. Be 
Senator PRATTEN.— Perhaps the 
Minister is referring to prunes; but I am 
dealing only with the commodities men- 
tioned’ in subriterm a. I indicated that 
T would move for a general increase from 
3d. to 4d per Ib., and partial approval has: 
been given to that suggestion by the Com- 
mittee, but a further increase is desired 
by Senator Guthrie, and it would. sim- 
plify the position if the Minister would 
agree to my suggestion. cae. 
Senator Gururr.—I am sorry I can 
not: support the honorable senator’s 
gestion, because I understand tha 
not necessary that any further prote 
should be granted for currant 
raisins, NN 
Senator RUSSELL (Victori 
President of the Executive — 
[4.56].—I am prepared to agree to Sena- 
tor Guthrie’s request. It is recognise 
that the position, so far as ginger is e 
cerned, has been changed, owing ke 
to the fact that a higher price 
‘paid for sugar in Australia — 


i¢ 
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‘China, We did what we could to get 
cheaper sugar for this industry in Aus- 
tralia, and failed. This means that this 
industry must collapse unless the duty is 
increased by at least 1d. per lb. 

‘Senator Crawrorp.—lIs there any such 
Beery now in Australia? 


Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, but its ex- 
ones is seriously threatened because 
those engaged in the industry in China 
are able to obtain sugar more cheaply 
than it can be obtained in Australia. 
Those concerned in the industry here do 
not, ask for an increase in the duty of 
more than ld. per lb., and there is no 
reason why we should sive manufacturers 
more than they ask for under the Tariff. 


‘Senator Garprner.—I wish to raise a 
point of order. The Committee has just 
carried a request for the insertion of a 
-sub-item at the close of the item now 
under discussion. Ginger is covered by 
sub-items a or B, and to accept the re- 
quest moved by Senator Guthrie involves 
the amendment of a part of the item 
prior to that with which we have already 
dealt. I remind you, sir, that if, in the 
consideration of a clause of a Bill, an 
amendment is made in it, it is not com- 
petent for an honorable senator subse- 
quently to propose an amendment of a 
previous part of the clause. Senator 
Guthrie proposes that we should go back 
in the consideration of this item, and I 
raise the point of order whether, in 
the circumstances, his request can be ac- 
cepted. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—-[f think that. Senator Gardiner was not 
i esent when the request moved by Sena- 

‘Harle was submitted to the Co 
ween In the circumstances, it was 
necessary that sub-item a of item 53 
skould be dealt with as Senator Earle 


proposed. It was clearly understood, 
sand, im fact, 1 stated the matter 
in so many words, that by adopt- 
ing the course then proposed sub- 


“sequent discussion upon sub-item «a would 
‘not be shut out. Senator Earle’s re- 
quest had reference to sub-item a, and 
had to be dealt with in the form of a re- 
quest to the House of Representatives to 
amend the item so as to include a sub- 
item Dp. I indicated at the time that, as 
sub-item a was clearly referred to in 
Senator Earle’s request, it would, after 
that request had been dealt, with, be still 

le the at ney of the Committee 


reas 


} 
H i 
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ta discuss that’ subnet The honored 


eenator’s point of order, oie es: . 
not hs sustained. : 


Question—That the request (Beant 
Gururies) be agreed to—put. i 
Committee divided. 


AVOS 252. Hac a 16), 
Noes... nts mc 
Majority .. Me 
AYES. 
Benny, B. Plain, W. 
Cox, C.F. Pratten, H. E, 
Crawford, T. W. Reid, M. 
de Largie, H. Rowell, J. 
Glasgow, Sir Thomas | Russell, E. J. 
Guthrie, J. F. _|Senior, W. 
Millen, John D. 
Payne, H. J. M. Taller : 
Pearce, G..F. Dunean, W. L. 
NOEs, 


Drake-Brockman, E. A. | Lynch, P. J. 
Earle, J. 

Gardiner, A. 
Henderson, G. 


Teller: cd eee 
Buzacott, R. tea 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. a 
Request agreed to. 


Senator GARDINER (N ew South, 
Wales) [5.0].—I move— 
That the House of Representatives tus re 


quested to insert after sub-item (A) oe, 
words— 


Desiccated banana, banana flour, and ee 
candied, drained, or dried, coming from — 
Papua ‘or the M andated Terkitonan 
Free. 
I think that this is quite necessary, hel, 
cause huge islands in the Pacific have 
been intrusted to us for government. eee 
do not know whether the articles referred 
to in my request are produced in these 
islands, but. I know that they do ee 
bananas, and having been intrusted with 
the sovernment of these Territories, it is 
our duty to govern them intelligently. if us 
we have a Tariff operating against them, — 
it will be an argument why we should. 
not retain the government of those Terri- 
tories. It has not yet been officially — 
settled, and may not be for years, that we — 
shall continue to govern and practically: 
keep these islands. The decision may 
hang in the balance with the League of 
Nations for years to come. I am par- 
ticularly anxious not to give the people. 
of other nations an opportunity of saying: 
that we have governed the Mandated Ter- _ 
ritories in such a way as to treat them as. 
though they were ih countries. There: . 


if can nes no ihied to enoenal a in admit: 
ting free the products of these territories 
which for some time will cost us so much 
to govern. Of course, there will be the 
is objection of the man who objects to 
using the products of black labour. I 
A have no objection to using the products 
of black labour countries. Silks pro- 
duced by Eastern nations adorn the people 
who wear them just as well as if they 
were produced by white labour. I ven- 
~ ture to hold the opinion that the White 
_ Australia policy does not prohibit trad- 
ing with coloured people. The object, of 
the policy is to maintain the population 
of this country white by keeping outside 
the borders of the Commonwealth the 
people of coloured races, not because we 
consider them inferior, “but because ex- 
perience teaches that they cannot be 
assimilated with our population, and can- 
not become a people similar to the British 
people. The League of Nations has laid 
it down that those who are given man- 
_ dates over these islands must treat their 
people as they desire. For instance, in 
the matter of religion, the missionaries 
of every nation are to be permitted to 
enter the islands to put their religious 
_ yiews before the people without interfer- 
ence. The management of these Man- 
‘dated Territories might come up for con- 
- sideration at a Congress representative of 
_ the nations of the world, in which, by the 
way, it is quite possible that representa- 
tives of coloured races might predomi- 
- nate, At that Congress it might be said 
that Australia stretched out hae hands to 
secure control over these islands to hold 
them against the rest of the world, had 
_ then prevented other people trading with 
them, and at the same time imposed a, 
Tariff upon their products entering Aus- 
tralia. This Tariff, so far as these islands 
are concerned, will operate against Japan 
and other countries, and, at the same time, 
will levy duties on the products of our 
- own Mandated Territories. The sooner 
we settle down to treat these islands as 
though they were part and parcel of the 
great + Australian Commonwealth, the 
Oe. _ybetter it will be for Australia. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Can we do that 
“under the terms of the mandate? 


_ _ Senator GARDINER.—We ean go so 
far in that direction as our legislation 
il beri We: can put ourselves in a 


[4 Avausr, 1921.) 


position to say, “ We regard these Terri- | 
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tories as part and parcel of Australia.” 
We should begin with that policy now. 
If we take the stand that we regard these — 
Territories as foreign countries, inhabited 
by foreign people, with whom we are un- — 
willing to trade, that may prove an ex- 
cellent argument. against our contin 
to hold a,mandate over them. 

Senator Crawrorp.—We have not 
taken that stand with regard to any coun- 
try. 
Senator GARDINER.—We have taken 
that stand with regard to Great Britain, 
so far as the importation of motors is 
concerned, 


Senator Russert.—Our proposal is 
help the Territories; they can obtain re- 
venue by taxing imports from Australia. 


Senator GARDINER.—That is rather © 
too rich. [I can stand a good deal from 
the good-natured senator who is in charge 
of the Bill, but it is too much to have 
him suggest that by taxing the products. 
of the Territories we shall be helping 
their development. : 

Senator Russert. — These Territories 
can operate under this Tariff, and they 
can tax us in addition. 

Senator GARDINER.—It¢ is true that. 
they may have some means of imposing 
taxation upon imports from Australia; 
but my point is that these huge, rich 
Territories have been committed to the 
care of the Australian Commonwealth. 
We realize that we cannot claim them as 
part of Australia, as we can claim Aus- 
tralia and Papua, but we should put our- 
selves in a position to be able to do so 
trading with them as though they were 
part of the Commonwealth. If we adopt 
that course, it will be very difficult in a 
few years’ time for any outside’ country 
to set up a dividing line between us. LIL 


desire by trade to link up these islands 


with Australia, so that they may ulti- 
mately become part and parcel of the 
Commonwealth. i 

Senator Rer.—The Tariff does ‘not 
put them beyond our control. 

Senator GARDINER.—No; but under | 
the Tariff we say that any one in Aus- 
tralia who wants to buy any of the 
articles referred to in the request I have 
moved, which may. be produced in these 
islands, must first pay 3d. per Ib. duty 
upon them. Under this Tarif we treat 


> 


producing these soods. 


have been given to us to govern in the 
same position as the foreigner, we shall 
do an unwise thing. While these Ma 
dates are still in a state of flux, let us 
_ treat these territories as if they were part 
ustralia, and it will then be mueh 
more “difficult for the ‘League of Nations 
to remove them from our control than it 
will be if we are treating them in the 
same way as we treat foreign countries. 


“Senator Duncan.—We cannot treat 
them wholly as part of Australia, because 
we cannot place their people upon the 
same footing as our own. 

- Senator GARDINER Certainly not. 
We cannot admit their citizens to resi- 
dence in Australia, but we should be pre- 
pared to trade with them on terms of 
equality, Australia has made great sacri- 
fiees, and will yet make more to hold the 
Islands, and yet we are deliberately, by 
‘the: ‘Tariff, refusing to treat them as part 


of the Commonwealth. 
Senator Crawrorp.—If the honorable 
neleatans proposal is carried out, the Com- 
monwealth will not retain all of the 
Laas which it comprises at present. 
aoe GARDIN ER. 


ESO he Consniw: 


coe a to vehonta me a to laienane 
with any of the States that at present 
| st iitate the Commonwealth. 


ones on he otra on illogical 


grounds. 
: Sen oa GARDINER. —If the repre- 


ya a amd whe think thik we ine 
nore territory than we can use, find 
at we treat these Mandated Territories 
as if they do not belong to us, they will 

k to Liga out. that this Federal 


a : Sea ations: T ‘ask. the Min- 
iste in Loree of the Bill to accept the 
: Tt will not interfere 
ta own: ‘industries, which he is ‘so 


1 Mandated Rs lonies in looney bees | 

same way as we treat China, Japan, 
reece, Italy, France, or any other coun- p 
Tf we put. 


12 people living in the Islands which thus helped is abuse and deun ; 


jealousy.’ Although we have the rig 


placed any extreme imposts upon 


Parliament will have the opportunity fC) 


- [6.18]}.—It would bea very serious 
as to aval up at the rUape a ad 2 


Ail we get fra the. penne at 


the Australian working man. Theref 
see no reason for increased Protectio 
I see every reason why products fre m | 
Mandated Territories should be ad: , 
free. 

Senator RUSSELL 
Peosident fe the 


(Victoria 
an HS 


iaveels self- eae and ee 
to make too. great a call upon Austr 
for financial assistance, As soon as 
Tariff is disposed of, the Governme 
will consider the fiscal position in re- 
lation to the Islands. Personally, I 
inclined to allow Papua to cont 
collect its own revenue and But at) 
velopmental purposes. 
Senator GARDINER Who fram is 
Papuan Tariff? a 
Senator RU SSELL—The _ ‘Wee tiv 
Council, which ade on aor 


Nes 


sideration from a different paces of vi 
As Senator Gardiner has pointed ou 
are desirous of making a good impr 
in regard to the Mandated Territories, 
cause they are the cause of a good d 


apply our laws to them, our title at p 
sent is not quite conclusive : therefc 
should proceed warily. We have nev 


imported from Papua, but we have o! 
bonuses for certain products. How 


considering, later, the whole position in 
regard to the Islands. The sooner tl 
Tariff is disposed of the sooner we shall 
be able to deal with the other proposal i 
relation to trade with the Islands which 
have passed into our possession | te 
porarily. 
Senator — 


‘CRAWFORD (Queensland 


bien the Sanchet: to 2 ee 


item of a Tariff schedule. 
as anxious as is any one else for the deve- 


4 ; 


*. 
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a matter of high public policy on “any 


1 am just 


lopment of the Mandated Territories; but 
_ Senator Gardiner’s proposal is to admit 


ae 


Ne 


duty free products that will compete with 


 eommodities raised in the tropical part 


of Australia. To be consistent, the hon- 


'* orable senator should propose that all 


~~ eommodities from the islands should be 


admitted free. 


E would not be in favour 


of that; but why should he suggest that 


_ two or three items which are raised in 


tropical Australia should be seleeted to 


 eompete on equal terms with the products 


of Mandated Territories in which/there is 


a an abundant supply of cheap labour? In 
_ . those islands it is possible to produce, 


not only tropical. fruits, but also citrus 


ve - fruits, yet Senator Gardiner allowed the 


last-named item to pass without any sug- 


~ gestion that consideration should be given 


to the islands in respect of it. 
islands can produce maize in great abun- - 


The 


dance, but I am certain that the Commit- 
tee would not at this stage admit maize 
from the Mandated Territories free of 


duty, because the industrial conditions 


. under which it is produced are so radically 


different from those existing in Australia. 
If we admit free of duty the commodities 
produced im cheap-labour countries, 
eventually our own indusiries will be 
swamped, and there will be no employ- 
ment for our own people, 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [5.21}].—I did not earlier call 


attention to the necessity for more gene, 


yous treatment of the Mandated Terri- 


tories, because this is the first item upon 
which the matter came under my notice. 
I am prepared to allow maize to be im- 


ported from the Mandated Territories 


et 


a 


~Tnet 


_ free of duty, because there are thousands 


‘of men on poultry farms who are paying 


- twice as much for maize to-day as they 


paid ten years ago. The imposition of a 
duty on maize is crippling one primary 
industry. | 

Senator Gururm.—Quite wrong. 


Senator GARDINER.—-Poultry raisers 


“are to-day paying 5s. per bushel for 
maize; which, ten years ago, they could . 


buy for 2s. per bushel. | 
Senator Crawrorp’—In those days the 
agricultural labourer received £1 per week 


7 a and “keep.” 


3 “(4 Awousr, 1921, | 
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Senator GARDINER.—Senator Craw-. 
ford’s contention that a matter of high 
public policy that may affect Australia’s. 
future to an extent that none of us cam 
imagine to-day should not be dealt with 
on an item of this schedule appeals to me. 
Moreover, the Minister has said that if 
the passage of this Tariff is not delayed 
too long, legislation in regard to the Man- 
dated Territories will be introduced. That 
promise appeals to my: reason, and I am 
prepared to withdraw my request. Tf 
realize that, in dealing with other nations, 
everything we do in this Parliament must 
be above suspicion, and ineapable of mis- 
construction. If I were to call for a 
division upon this item, and it were shown 
that only half-a-dozen honorable senators 
were agreeable that Australia should 
a unrestrictedly with the Mandated 

erritories, it would be a bad record to 
put into the hands of people who desired 
to prejudice Australia’s claim to those 
territories. 


Request, by leave, withdrawn. a 


Senator GARDINER (New South 


‘Wales) [5.25].—Under sub-item a a duty 


of 3d. per lb. is imposed on currants, 
raisins, and other commodities. I realize 
that this is an intensely patriotic Com- 
mittee—that honorable senators are will- 
ing to allow their wives’ relations to die. 
for Britain, and I propose to test the 
financial value of their loyalty by movy- 
ing— : 
That the House of Representatives be te- 
quested to make sub-item (A), British, free. 
If currants and raisins are not imported 
from Great Britain, the making of imports 
under the British preferential Tariff free 
will do no harm to the local industries. L 
should like; at this stage, to suggest that 
after the dinner adjournment we should 
deal with the Tariff page by page instead. 
of item by item. If you, Mr, Chairman, 
put. the question, “That the page as 
printed stand part of the Bill”” honorable 
senators would still be free to discuss any 
item on the page under review, and to 
moye such requests as might be thought 
desirable, while at the same time you, sir, 
would be relieved of the necessity of 
putting separately, perhaps, fifty items, 
In that way time would be saved. There 
is nothing new in this proposition. Some- 
times a clause, or a schedule, in a Bill 
covers two or three pages, but the whole 


aI 
¥ 
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elause or schedule is put as one proposi- 
‘tion to the Committee. If the Committee 
decides to deal with the Tariff item by 
item, then I shall have to move in every 
case where a duty is imposed under the 
‘British preferential Tariff that the 
House of Representatives be requested to 
allow imports from Great Britain to come 
in free. | 

_ Senator Prarren. — The honorable 
‘Senator 1s going to propose Free Trade 
with Britain? 

“Senator GARDINER.—Yes. If none 
of the commodities covered by sub-item a 
are produced in Great Britain, no harm 
will be done by making imports under the 
British preferential Tariff free. If, on 
the other hand, some of them are coming 
iii from Great Britain, my request will 
test the financial value of the patriotism 
of ‘honorable senators generally, since ft 


means, as Senator Pratten says, Free 


Trade with Britain. 

‘Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[5.29].—Although currants, raisins, and 
ginger may not be produced in Great 
Britain, they may be imported into Great 
Britain, and later on sent out here. We 
have very strict regulations dealing with 


the transhipment of goods in connexion 


with the preferential Tariff. The im- 
position of a duty under the British pre- 
ferential Tariff forms a basis for negotia- 
tions with the various Dominions of the 
Empire for reciprocal trade relations. I, 
therefore, hope that the request will not 
be agreed to. 

Request negatived. 
Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [5.31]. 
-—Under sub-item 8 a duty of 1d. per Ib. 
is imposed on dates. Dates, which are 
a healthy food, are not produced here, 
and I fail to understand why a duty 
should b= imposed on them. 

Senator Crawrorp.—Dates are pro- 
duced in Queensland. 

_ Senator Cox.—And also on the Darling 
near Bourke. 

Senator GUTHRIE.—They may be 
grown there in very small quantities, but 
they are not preserved, and, that being so, 
we should remove the duty, since it tends 
only to raise unnecessarily the cost of a 
healthy food to the people. I therefore 
move— ! 

' That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to make sub-item (B) free. 


[SENATE] ~ 


mercial quantities. 


Territory, and also, I believe, certain 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- — 
President of the Executive Coune : 
[5.33]—I hope the Committee will no 
take it for granted that we cannot grov 
dates in Australia. Date palms do very 
well in various parts of the Common- 
wealth, and the duty of ld. per Ib. may. 
serve as a little encouragement to people 
to preserve this fruit. Should an attempt 
be made in that direction, we can later 
on increase the duty. The point that I 
wish specially to impress on honorabl 
senators is that dates come into competi- 
tion with our own dried fruits. I recom- 
mend the Committee to reject the request 

Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[5.35].—I cannot understand the attitude 
of some honorable senators towards tropi- 
cal fruits. They seem to hold the view 
that tropical fruits should be admitted 
free, and that highly Protective duties 
should be imposed in respect of such 
fruits as are produced in the more tem- 
perate zones of Australia. The removal 
of the duty on dates would undermine 
the additional protection on dried fruits — 
for which we have already decided to ask. 
The public will not pay a high price for 
raisins if they can obtain for half the 
price dates, which are just as palatable 
and as nutritious as many Australian pre- 
served fruits. : ha, 

Senator Garpiner.—In what 
Queensland are dates grown ? 3 

Senator CRAWFORD.—In the 
tern part of the State. I admit, 
ever, that they are not grown in | 
In the report of a 
scientific expedition which recently visited 
the central part of Australia, it is stated 
that in certain districts date palms were 
flourishing and bearing a prolific crop. 
This duty should be allowed to remain, 
Hiven with a duty of 1d. per lb., dates 
are not expensive. Surely honorable 
senators are not hostile to the production — 
of tropical fruits in Australia, The ~ 
western part of Queensland, the Northern — 


part of - 


parts of Western Australia—notwith- ~ 
standing the bad name for fruit produc- — 
tion which has been given that State by 
some of its representatives in this Cham- 
ber—can produce all the dates required — 
for Australian consumption ? an 
Senator Gurariz.—Why do they not 
produce them ? io eee 
Senator CRAWFORD.—Because of 
lack of Tariff encouragement. It would 


Pat wy ee | alee vit 
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be a good thing to increase the duty to 

8d. per lb., but I know that it would be 

useless for me to move such a request. 

Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) 5.40.— 

- I do not intend to say one word on this 

_ proposal from the Protectionist point of 

view. The remarks made hitherto on the 

item have been not at all to the point; 
it is impossible to speak of protecting an 
industry in the present instance. No 
dates are grown commercially in the 

_ Commonwealth, and there is no proposal] 

_ by the Government to increase the duty, 

_ which has been in existence since 108 

as a purely revenue duty. 

_ Senator Draxr - Brockman. — What 

about cotton piece goods, kerosene, and 

1 tea? ri 

--~‘Senator, PAYNE.—If the honorable 
_ eenator will be patient, he will hear what 

I have to say when we reach those items. 

Senator Draxz-Brockman.—I look for- 
ward to hearing the honorable senator. 

Senator PAYNE.—I hope the honor- 

- able senator will have his ‘anticipations 

realized. 

Senator Dgaxre-Brockman.—I bet I 

shall! 

_ Senator PAYNE.—We must regard 

this item from a common-sense point of 

view. The present duty produces a fair 
amount of revenue. Large quantities of 

_ dates are imported, but I do not see that 

_ the importations affect the consumption 

of other dried fruits in this country. 
_ Dates are regarded by the mass of the 

people as a dried fruit within their 
reach, and as of a totally different kind 

- from any other fruit on the market. 

_ Dates at present are not exceptionally 

_ kigh in price, being somewhere about 5d. 

or 6d. per lb., though I have known them 

as low as 2d. However, I regard a duty 
as essential in the interests of the revenue, 
and, as such, I support it. 

_ §enator GARDINER (New South 
_. Wales) [5.42].—I am glad to hear the 
candid statement of Senator Payne that 
_ this is purely a revenue duty, because, as 
- a fact, it is of no use trying to claim it as 

a Protective one. I have an idea that a 

date tree does not produce in this country 

under fifty or one hundred years. I got that 
idea when, as a little boy forty years ago, 

_ I was taken to an orchard some distance 

out of Parramatta, and there shown a 

date tree which had been planted by my 

grandmother nearly twenty years before, 
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and I was told that it would be seventy or 
a hundred years before any crop could be 
gathered. ee 
Senator Cox.—Was there only one tree? 
Senator GARDINER.— Yes. ‘ 


Senator Cox.—Then it would be a good 
many hundred years before there was any 
crop! There are male and female trees. 


Senator GARDINER.—That only 
helps my argument. A few years ago I 
met an uncle of mine, and asked him how 
this tree was getting on, and he told me 
that it had been supplanted by other trees, 
because it would be necessary to plant 
another date tree before any fruit could 
be expected. I am rather fond of Protec- 
tionists, because they are so delightfully 
idealistic! Imagine taxing the people of . 
to-day on account of a crop which will be 
gathered a hundred years hence! Of 
course, I regard Queensland as rich 
enough to produce anything, in view of 
the fact that it has produced Senators 
Orawford, Reid, and Glasgow. I never 
refer to Queensland except in terms 
of admiration for its immense poten- 
tialities and possibilities; but Queensland 
cannot claim to produce dates to-day as a 
business proposition. It is claimed that 
this is a revenue duty; but from whom is 
the revenue taken? Principally from the 
people least able to pay it. I think that 
we could well come together and remove 
this duty; and then we might be able 
to proceed with the Tariff with proper 
eelerity. The idea of protecting dates 
which our children’s children will have to 
giither, is, truly, Protection long drawn 
out !. Tew a 
Senator COX (New South Wales) 
[5.45].—I have listened to this diseussion 
with great interest. I happen to have 
been in the part of the world where dates 
are chiefly grown, and I understand from 
reliable people there that trees will bear in’ 
ten or twelve years at the very outside; in 
fact, I have seen the fruit growing on very 
small trees. Of course, dates are grown 
for commercial purposes in Egypt, Pales- 
tine, and the Sinai Desert, and they are 
a very valuable product. In that part 
of the world the tree has to be artificially 
fertilized. ENED ation. 

Senator Crawrorv.—Artificial fertil- 
ization is a common practice. = 

Senator COX. — Is that the practice 
adopted in Queensland? 


Teh stk 
; Sy eR . is eae ek these vay 
HS PE ere A ALMA Sou ASI Syne ian. ert od 
Fa ie ig hy Sy Ly ee aed IK spel yhde Mae Pure 
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Seiyae Lyweu. Tell us meant ‘ 


| ‘the commercial aspect of the proposition. 
- Senator COX.—Senator Lynch has 
.. told us that in the tropical desert part 
of Western Australia bananas cannot 
-be grown, and I advise him to plant a few 
date trees there, and have them fertilized, 
when he will soon see a fine industry 
acs 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 
iG 48|.—This subject is not one to be 
lightly passed over, especially in view of 
the statement by Senator Gardiner and 
Senator Payne that this is a purely re- 
venue duty. On the other hand, we have 
the high priest of Protection, 
Crawford, saying that dates are grown in 
Queensland, although the honorable 
gentleman’ failed to give the name and 
address of a single grower. Apparently, 
we are struggling between two extremes; 
on the one side, it is claimed that this is a 
Protective duty, although, up to the pre 
sent, the date industry has not had suffi- 
cient energy to be born. 

‘Senator Russerz.—I think I saw the 
honorable senator voting against higher 
duties on all dried fruits, except apples; 
do not dates come into competition with 
apples? 

Senator LYNCH —The competition 
argument was threadbare long ago. As 
I say, Senator Crawford has not men- 
tioned any place or given any particular 
of where or how this industry is eae 
on in Queensland. Is it not plain that 
these dates are not grown in Queensland? 


‘The only place I ever saw date trees was | 


along the North-South railway, at Oodna- 
datta, where the planting of them by the 
South Australian Government proved an 
absolute failure. 


Senator Crawrorp.—They are grown 
at Charlton, in Queensland. 


Senator LYNCH.—This is only one of 
those revenue-producing items which. keep 
‘Treasurers from launching out and rais- 
ing revenue from people, and in quarters, 
where they should, instead of resorting. to 
the lazy method of a Tariff. The present 
duty has been in operation for about 
eleven’ years, and has resulted. in noth- 
ing. Notwithstanding all the Queensland. 
‘inventive imagining, we have not. been 
supplied with. a single fact regarding: the 
production of dates in that State; and 
se end representatives, have. the. 


_[SEwaTE _ 


Senator 


resident of that State for over ce. 


orable senator whether his date-growing, 


Ki discibs to ian for a ay in the o 
an industry which, I repeat, has\n 
the energy to be ‘bord. That igs 
too much, though pretty strong 
have been asked for up to the Pp 


Senator CRAWFORD ( Queens nd) 
[5.52]—I must take exception, 
strong terms in which Senator Lynch 
referred to the representations I mi de 
regard. to the production of dates. I sa 
that it has been proved that dates can | 
successfully grown in Queensland ‘ 
other parts of Australia, §- \ 4/4 


Senator GUTHRIE , Oommenaal 


Senator CRAWFORD.—So far the i 
dustry has not reached commercial di 
sions, for the simple reason tha 
has not been profitable with the pre 
tection of Id. per Ib. Australian date 
aré in direct competition with the pl 
ducts of countries where there is to 
found the cheapest and dirtiest labour 
the world. We cannot expect the p 
of Queensland, or any other. ‘part of 
Commonwealth, to compete.on even fer1 
with Egypt, Palestine, or Mesopotam: 
Senator Lynch, who is a business ma 
knows that such competition is econe 
mically impossible, owing fo the greate: 
costs in Australia. I. can assure Senato 
Lynch that the statements I Have m 
in regard to the practicability of 7 prod 
ing dates in Queensland are not the 
sult of my “inventive imagining,” bu 
the result of ne acquired as ¢ 


years, 


Senator GUTHRIE: (Victoria) [bs 
—Senator Crawford hag told us that thi 
reason the date industry, although ro- 
tected for eleven years, has made tio ad 
vancement is that the growers—who are 
mythical, or largely mythical—eannot 
eompete with the ce labour’ of jther 
countries, ni 


Senator Crawrorp.—The growers, 
tainly, are not numerous. ue 


Senator GUTHRIE.—I Bs the ee 


ae 


friends of Queensland, or the centre’ of 
Australia, have ever: ‘produced. enough 
dates to supply even their own local town+ 
ships, although imported dates: have 
pay heavy freight. overseas, a. duty 
the rail, camel, or other. ee arges 
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Teller: 
Duncan, W. L. 
Nogs. 
Pratten, H, #8. 
Reid, M. 
Rowell, J. 
Russell, E. J. 
Teller: 
de Largie,» H. 
uestion so resolved in the negative. 
aes negatived. 


ame should be as high as 44d. per 
2 ua pte duty on currants and raisins has 


rea Russnxt.—Booauso prunes are 
hae in Australia. 


iat a php eaiae 5 
Senator Russexr. It has been ifa- 
ruit-growers of your Fiala 

_ Senator DUN CAN. Ate merc not had a 


fats to. support : an increase. , 
‘Senator Russmnt.—The prune-growers 
LOR: New sat Weiler are being ohne 


Me pean Tf the Minister cam raatisty 
ig e that a duty of 4$d. is necessary, [ 
all vote for it; but a case. should be 

‘ ade out for this proposal. | 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
a President of the Executive Council) 
3.0] .—Honorable senators look to the 
zB ipisten: for everything, instead of get- 
timg some information for themselves. 
uring the war there was a large market 
| Great Britain and Europe for Cali- 
nian prunes; bui.since them the Euro- 


Y enaily ho) she prejudice of i: 3 


f 


‘the Committee will be consistent. 


ame te has seamen, and these : 
: former duty on ee 


iberiad growers. 


per Ib. should be pice 


Senator RUSSELL. Catton ae r 
porters are selling at a loss to keep 1 
their local market. 


Senator Duncan.—Cannot the Minister 
give figures in support of his statemen 


Senator RUSSELL.—My information — 


is that the European demand for Cali- i 


A vy 


fornian prunes has fallen off considerably ie 
and that, therefore, producers are ex- 
porting certain stocks to Australia. ab 
very low prices, and Australian growers 
have complained that they are not able to 
produce prufies at the prices quoted for 

the Californian fruit. The blag oi a 
Shall we protect the local industry? 


Senator Lyncu.—The Ministry is ‘take a 
ing advantage of a condition abroad that 
is only temporary to impose a perma- 
nent duty. The European market muh 


revive in a year or two. 


Senator ROWELL (South aveate 
[6.4].—In my opinion, prunes are. 
plentiful now because they have 
been held back to secure higher 
prices, and there has been a slump. 
A gentleman living close to me told 
me that he had kept back a few i 
tons to get better prices. I hope that - 
We 
have made the duty on currants and 
raisins 4d., and, that should be a sufii- i 
cient rate for prunes. Personally, T think 
that’ 3d. would be enough for all dried 
fruits. Last night Mr. Chaffey told me 
that there was a. movement at Mildura \ 
to ask Parliament to increase the duty 
from. 8d., and that the general opinion 
was! that thas would, ba users, This 
Committee has done what the growers 
seem to. think unnecessary. I move—_ 


ee ee 


AS 


ake 


na 


That the House of . Representatives. ibe re 
ee to make the duty, tobe ttaiike) (¢) ‘eel 
, Senator RUSSELL (Victoria —Vice- 
President of the Executive — Couneil) — 3 
[6.5]—In 1918-19 the import of dry 
fruits under the heading “Other ”, which — 
consisted. chiefly of prunes, was 590,4! 
lbs., and im 1919-20, 1,817,248 lbs. 
shows that there is dumping. hee 

Senator Gurarm.—What 


ae 


is Kon en Gay 
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MSoiaior RUSSELL. “ithe dopenee per 
4 tb. The growers of New South Wales 
asked the Government for a duty of 6d. 
to. prevent dumping from California, but 
we thought 44d. sufficient. Jf the Cane 
“mittee Pods the rate, the duty will 
have no protective value. 

_ Senator DUNCAN (New South Wales) 
(6. 6].—I rose, in the first instance, to ask 
dor, information, and was surprised that 
the Minister seemed to resent that. He 
seemed to think that honorable senators 
‘should apprise themselves of all the facts, 
_ Senator Russerx.—I do not think that 
you should ask me to have every detail 
about 600 items. 

_ Senator DUNCAN.—No senator ex- 
pects the Minister to possess one detail 
about any of the items; but we expect 
the officials of the Customs Department 
‘to be in possession of the fullest informa- 
tion, and it is his duty to make it avail- 
able to the Committee, so that we may 
know what we are doing. 

Senator Russerz.—The notes I have 
are about 3 feet thick, and for a long 
time I could not find the exact informa- 
tion. 

Senator DUNCAN.—Had the Minis- 
ter. said that at first, the explanation 
would have been sufficient. Certainly, if 
he cannot fairly be expected, with the 
assistance of the Customs officials, to ex- 
plain each of these proposals, honorable 


senators cannot be exnected to know all’ 


about them. My request was perfectly 
legitimate. 

‘Senator Russerr. — Sonshine are not 
discussing items; they are making second- 
reading speeches. 

2 Senator DUNCAN.—TI did not make a 
speech; I merely asked for information, 
a Dat the Minister seemed to resent. 

I shall not vote for any duty unless I 
know it to be needed, or the Minister or 
‘some other senator gives me a sufficient 
reason for voting for it. 

- Senator Russern.—You ask questions 
in a second-reading speech. 

_ Senator DUNCAN.—The Minister has 
_ given some information, supplying figures 
to back up his bald assertion that Cali- 
fornia has been exporting huge quantities 
of ‘prunes to Australia because of a de- 
erease in the European demand. 
: information removes my opposition to the 
seen oe | | 
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justification for an increase of the dut 


Moloney. 


hat. 


Bal. 


Benatar PRATTEN (Ne ew , South W. 
6.10].—The figures which the Mini 
(Senator Russell) provided with Tespe 
to the importation of prunes, apples, pe 
and the like afford the fullest possib 


by 1d. per lb. I am sympathetic with the 
amendment because it aims at co 
sistency. Up to the present moment t 
Committee has made inconsiderable pro- 
gress upon the schedule. Practically th 
whole of the afternoon has been devoted 
to an exhaustive discussion of one item, 
which has not yet been finished with, The 
Government appear to thimk that the 
Tariff should leave the Senate with every 
’ dotted and every “¢” crossed. If 
the Minister would display a little more 
elasticity in the consideration of obviou 
incongruities and anomalies, considerable 
time would be saved. a 


Senator Russery.—Il have been won: 
derfully patient, seeing that about half 
the members of the Senate are indulging 
in second- rane speeches upon oe 
items. 


Senator PRATTEN.—I quite appre- 
ciate the difficulties in which Senator 
Russell finds himself, and J shall not 
occupy further” time, except to repeat 
that, on the ground of cons a) 
support the request. 


Senator GARDINER (New Soule 
Wales) [6.14].—I do not much care 
whether the duty upon prunes be 4d. or 
41d. per lb. What difference does a half- 
penny make, anyhow? The Minister 
(Senator Russell) has stated that the 
prune-growers of New South Wales have 

asked that the duty be 6d. Who were these 
people? I do not think they were the 
growers. Probably the request ema- 
nated from some company or Combine 
which has been handling the produce. __ 

Senator Prarren.—The Batlow branch 
of the Fruit-growers Association of New 
South Wales made the request by medium 
of one of the honorable senator’s party — 
colleagues. I refer to Mr. ‘Parker: 


Senator GARDINER.—The hance 
senator will not find that the actual — 
growers have asked for another half- — 
penny. All they want is a fair chance — 
and fair play without Tariff at 2 
or so-called encouragement, and they will — 
hold their own against all-comers. 


Zk AS ei, Un a ged . 
- Senator Prarren.—I refer Senator 
_ Gardiner to Hansard (vide page 8530), 
in which is published a letter from the 
- Batlow prune-growers, which was read 
. by Mr. Parker Moloney in another place. 


Senator GARDINER.—No doubt, but 
I am not prepared to tax 1,000,000 con- 
‘ssumers for the benefit of two or three 
people, particularly when—according to 
the Government—they have ample pro- 
_ tection already. The duty of 4d. per 


- eontinue for years. 
sumers to have their turn? First of all, 
_ we are asked to “give the. orchardisis a 
chance to establish “themselves.” The 
next cry is, “Give them an opportunity 
_ to grow their prunes”; and the next, 
_ “Give them a chance to secure up-to-date 
machinery for preparing the prunes for 
market, and then the people will reap 
the benefit.” When? The Australian 
_ prune industry would appéar to be grow- 
ing weaker and weaker. Prunes im- 
- ported from America are not grown with 
the aid of cheap labour. | Freights can- 
not be secured for nothing. | Why should 
the Australian growers require more and 
more protection? As for the appeal of 
the growers in the Batlow district, they 
have the good fortune to'be established 
on one of the richest areas in New South 
Wales. Almost anything cultivated in 
_ the neighbourhood grows to perfection. 
Fr Senator Pratrren.—The honorable 
senator ought not to jeopardize the re- 
election of his colleague. | 
Senator GARDINER.—My colleague 
ean look after himself. Mr. Parker 
Moloney may be relied on to secure his 
return to the Commonwealth Legislature 
upon general merits, and not by the exclu- 


_ The duty has been increased by 13d. per 
Ib. from what the Protectionists thought 
was adequate a few years.ago. It is not 
a small increase, because it represents ap- 
proximately 50 per cent. of the value of 
_ the product, and that has to be added to 
the price the consumer has to pay. The 
_. Minister has said that it is 50 per cent. 
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give favour of the Batlow prune-growers. 
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lb., the producers ask for 6d. per lb., and 
the rate is eventually fixed at 43d. per lb. 

I desire to voice the opinion of the un-_ 
organized people who have to pay, because 
those who are formed into companies and 
Combines have offices, can frame resolu- 

tions and circulars, and distribute them 
throughout the Commonwealth. In that 
way their interests are safeguarded. Dur- 
ing the last three weeks I have had an 
opportunity of visiting three States in 

the Commonwealth, and I have never seen 

30 many unemployed as there are at pre- 

sent, notwithstanding that we have a Pro- 

tective Tariff in operation, which is bring- 
ing in approximately £30,000,000 per 

annum. If the arguments of the Pro- 
tectionists are sound, and high duties 

ereate employment, one would expect to 

find every one profitably engaged. 

Senator Katine. Is the honorable 
senator speaking of a revenue Tariff? 

Senator GARDINER.—Is this a re- 
venue Tariff? It has been described by 
the Minister as a scientific Protectionist 
Tariff. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
I ask the honorable senator to discuss th 
sub-item before the Committee. fees 

Senator GARDINER.—I was merely 
referring to the fact that the Minister has 
described this as a scientific Tariff. ‘ 

Senator Russert.—That is hardly cor- 
rect. gay 

Senator GARDINER.—I shall quote 
from Hansard to,prove that what I have 
said is correct, if the Minister doubts me. 


Senator Russerr.—The honorable sena- 
tor asked me if it was a scientific Tariff, 
and surely he did not expect me to reply 
in the negative. ie 


Senator GARDINER.—The duty on 
prunes has been increased by 50 per cent. 
with the object of encouraging more 
people to undertake prune-growing, and 
to assist manufacturers in extending their 
plants. But we have been do’ng that for 
years under a Protective Tariff, and what 
has been the result? After years of what 
has been considered by the Protectionists 
a sufficient duty, we now find that the 
industry is in such a precarious position 
that the duty has been increased by 50 
per cent. If we proceed as we are going, 
in ten or twenty years’ time we shall be 
asked to impose a duty of 100 per cent., 
because the producers will not then be in 


or aoe not budge. df we continue in 


: Tene. setae ne it would 
i a the honorable senator had his own 


Aenuior GARDINER.—I am. not 
likely to. get that, because it would be 
futile for me to move in the direction I 
desire. 1 have already suggested that it 
would be advantageous to take a page at 
, time, and I trust the Committee will 
agree to my proposal, One of the Go- 
vernment cer rs has moved to reduce 
e duty by 3d. per lb., in order to place 


prunes on nie! same basis as other dried 


fruits. 

. Senator Poscong tie honorable sena- 
‘or does not believe in a duty of 4d. - 
__ Senator GARDINER.—I- do not. be- 
lieve in any duty at all; but I am pre- 
‘pared to compromise in an endeavour to 
e some progress. The Minister says 
a the duty had been fixed at Aid., 
and he will not agree to any reduction 
or any increase. 

Senator Rousserz.—The proposed rate 
is 13d. below what the producers: consider 
fair in the circumstances. 


Senator GARDINER.—1 suppose the 
ernment considered a duty of 3d. per 
lb. adequate in the first instance, and 
now they are supporting a duty of 44d. 
.s the Committee may wish to divide ; on. 
sub-item before the dinner adjourn- 
“ment, T shall not detain honorable sena- 
; ionger at this juncture. 


nator DUNCAN (New South Wales) 
I would not have spoken again 
r the attack made upon me by the 
rable senator who leads the Opposi- 
when, he is here,,and who said that 
presented the masses of people who 
banded together in any organiza- 
and who cannot frame resolutions 
distribute circulars in connexion 
. he duties provided in the schedule. 
_I desire to remind the honorable senator 
_ thi he does represent organizations, or 
people who are able to form organizations, 
me Oo 4 cae ‘bia nara fuentes a 


y._ attitude tis aay 
manufactures, 


a to represent certain people, 
a od is alr) the ee 


habit of making statements the 
~ not prove. 


‘supposed to represent. ae 


the party which Senator Gardiner 


resent any honorable senator saying a 
80 many returned soldiers are engag 


honorable senators “gencrally wi 


ing the explanation of the Minister 


industry may be given that 


necessary. 


Phat | is suffic i 
that, while Senator Gardit er 


tation is not of the character des 
Senator GarpineR.—Will - the 
able senator supply the facts? | 
Senator DUNCAN.—1I am 1 


Surely the honorabl 
is aware that a section cof th 
tors m the district of Dalle 
ried a resolution censuring 
the Free Trade speech he — 
in the Senate on the Tariff. E ref 
the resolution carried by the Dalley I 
ral Council, representing the whole o 
Labour Leagues im that electorate. : 
shows that he is grossly misrepre 
the opinions of many people who: 


Senator rsgig eat atlops 


weeny would carry ae “resolution” 

out notifying me? — 
Senator DUNCAN. —They are. cap 

of doing all sorts of things.. 
Sitting suspended_from 6.80 to 8 


Senator DUNOAN.—Senator G 
seems to have taken a certain amount 
umbrage because I am ‘supporting a, 
ereased duty on prunes in order to p 
tect the interests of a great many soldie: 
settlers who have been encouraged by t 
Repatriation Department to take wp 
ings for the purpose of producing pr 
When I remember the general attitude 


sents here towards the returned so 
I am not at all surprised that he 


words on behalf of an industry in 


feel sure, however, that the op 
it is wise and proper, in view of MI th 
circumstances, to give some “incr 
protection to this industry. After he 


this item, I cannot in any way repr 
myself for having decided to give 
vote for the increased duty. I hope th 
the Committee will agree to the. sg 
particularly in order that soldier | 
who have been encouraged to go in 


against foreign Sea eit i 


eK sf 
, GREE S e 


ae ee 
a Senator 


order. : 


: Customs Tariff 


GARDINER aN a) Saath 
Wales) [8.2].—One can scarcely take ex- 
‘geption to the concluding remarks of 


be ~ Senator Duncan, but before the adjourn- 
Ve ment Lor, dinner the honorable senator 
attacked me personally. and made the 


statement that an organization in New 


" South Wales had carried a motion of cen-- 


sure against me. I appeal to the good 


@ _ sense of honorable senators to say whether 
V8 | they think it is likely that any organiza- 
~ tion connected with the Labour movement 


would censure the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in the Senate because he has expressed 
himself in opposition to particular duties. 
T cannot imagine that anything of the 


ae kind would occur outside of Gladesville. 


Even if the honorable senator’s statement 
be true, what is the censure of any organ- 
ization compared with the votes of confi- 
dence which I have received time after 
time from the whole of the people of the 
State whieh I represent. The bitterest 
censure of any organization in the Labour 
movement is not to be compared with the 
favours I have received from the move- 
ment from time to time. I know that 
in the electorate to which the honorable 
senator referred there is a lunatic asylum 
known as the Gladesville Asylum. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 


- —I ask the honorable senator not to in- 


troduce that matter when the Committee 
is considering the Tariff item covering 
the duty 9n prunes. 

Senator GARDINER.—I should hke 
to remind you, sir, that I did not intro- 
duce it. I think if I had done so [ 
would very properly have been called to 
After considerable stress | has 
- been laid upon the fact that I was cen- 
_ sured, and although that reference should 
have been, but was not, ruled out 
‘of order, I am not permitted to 
reply to it. I shall not, of course, 
eontest your ruling, but it is a little 


- hard when I am the only _represen- 


tative of the Labour party in the Senate 
that the whole of the members of the 
Nationalist party, including the Chair- 
man of Committees, should permit me to 
be attacked, but will not permit me to 
reply to the attack. 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- 
- orable senator should not go so far as to 
say that the Chair has permitted him to 
So Be). Se tical attacked. He should 
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the “question of 


with the schedule. 
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withdraw that statement in deference to 
the honorable senator who occupied the 
Chair temporarily as my locum tenens. — 

Senator GARDINER. — I withdraw 
the statement, but Hansard will record 
the fact that I was attacked, and that” 
within two minutes after I rose to reply - 
to the attack I was ruled out of order. I. 
will conform to your ruling, apologize for 
any offence committed, and get back to 
the duty on prunes.” 

Senator Duncan is supporting the in- 
erease of $d. per lb. in the duty on prunes 
because returned soldiers are growing 
prunes: How many are there engaged . 
in the industry? I venture to say that 
within the whole of Australia there are 
not more than a dozen. JI suppose that, 
in most of the hotels and restaurants 
throughout the country, a dinner is com-" 
pleted with a dish of prunes and rice. 
Those who in future partake of this dish 
will be able to say that, im the interest. 
of returned soldiers, Senator Duncan made 
the price of prunes $d. per Ib. dearer. . 
The honorable senator, and, indeed, every 
other member of the Senate, has admitted 
that a Protective Tariff does make the 
articles protected dearer. Senator Dun- 
can. is going to vote for the merease im 
the duty in the interest of re 
turned soldier settlers growing prunes, 
and. I intend to oppose it m the 
interest of returned soldier settlers 
growing wheat, wool, and bananas. Hon- 
orable senators can scarcely blame me 
for the slow progress that is being made 
They had a fortnight — 
to themselves without me, but they did 
not get very far with it. Having studied 
Taylor’s scientific organization for the 
speeding up of industrial institutions, I 
again respectiully suggest that the sche- 
dule should be put to the Committee a 
page at a time. We might conveniently 
commence with the next page, and the items 
from 54 to 66 inclusive might be put 
together. This would not in any way 
restrict the liberty of honorable sena- 
tors to discuss or request an amendment 
upon any item included in the page. ~ 

The CHAIRMAN.—I ask the honor- 
able senator not to anticipate the diseus- 
sion of an item on another page. | 

Senator GARDINER.—I intended. am 
ask whether a number of items could be 
put together in the way I suggest. 
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The OHATRMAN. ue shall answer 

. oe question when the matter now before 
the Chair is décided. 

Request agreed to. 

diem agreed to, subject to requests. 


Ttem 54— 


_ Fruits and vegetables, including ginger n.e.i. 
_ (preserved in liquid, or partly preserved, or 
: pulped)— 
(A) Quarter-pints and smaller sizes, per 
dozen, British, 9d.; intermediate, 1s.; 

general, ls. 3d. 

(8) Half-pints and over quarter-pints, per 

NG dozen, British, Is. 3d.; intermediate, 

Is, 9d.; general, 2s. 

tO) Pints and over half- -pints, per dozen, 
British, 2s. 6d.; intermediate, 3s. 6d.; 

¥ general, 4s, 

(D) Quarts and over pints, per 
British, 5s.; intermediate, 7s. 
general, 8s. 6d, 

{E) Exceeding a quart, per gallon, British, 
1s. 9d.; intermediate, 2s. 6d.; gene- 
ral, 3s. 

(fF) When preserved in spirituous liquid, 
additional duty to be paid on the 
liquid, per gallon, British, 27s.; in- 
termediate, 28s.; general, 28s.; and 
on and after 17th September, 1920, 
per gallon, British, 30s.; intermedi- 
ate, 3ls.; general, 3ls. 

(G) Ginger in brine or syrup for the manu- 


dozen, 
6d. ; 


facture of preserved ginger, as pre- | 


scribed by departmental by-laws, free. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[8.8].—This item includes canned fruit. 
My information is that these duties are 
held as a cover for the fruit-growers of 
Australia, but do not affect the price of 
the commodities, owing to the fact that 
there is internal competition, and that the 
industry has reached the stage of over- 
production. On a previous item, Senator 
Gardiner, whether jocularly or not I do 
not ‘know, but in his good-tempered way, 
made some remarks concerning my pre- 
vious commercial history. I should like 
to enlighten the honorable senator on 
the matter. I tell him here and now that 
I have never been directly or indirectly 
concerned in a commercial Combine in 
my life. 


Senator Garpiner.—Was not the hon- 
orable senator a Combine himself? 


Senator PRATTEN.—Unfortunately, 
I was not. In my commercial life, I have 
had to fight very violent and strong oppo- 
sition, Senator Gardiner may accept my 
statement on the point. I might add, as 
tes personal note, that I think competition 
is ih hes for. any person, and, Matty 
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that experience better tka. him for a 
in this Legislature. © 
Senator Garpiner.—I (hie ‘that 
what I said. a 
Senator PRATTEN.—There can - no 
objection to these duties, because they do 
not operate. Unfortunately, Australia is 
to-day full of stocks of jams and eanne | 
fruits which the overseas markets will 
not at present take. | 
Senator Lyncu.—Will they not ‘tak 
them at a price? 


Senator PRATTEN.—Yes, at a pris 
considerably under the cost of produe- 
tion. Owing to this, one very important 
factory in Sydney, and another in Mel- 
bourne, have now practically gone into 
liquidation, and have lost nearly the 
whole of their ordinary shareholders’ 
capital. This has been brought about by 
heavy consignments of canned fruit hav- 
ing been sent within the last six months 
to the Mother Country, and to a slump in 
prices having occurred there. Very heavy 
claims have now been made to cover the 
difference between the amounts advanced — 
upon canned goods and the prices they 
actually brought. The slump im the 
eanned fruit Paes: has jeopardized the 
position of many of our well-established 
jam and canned-fruit factories. cae 


Senator GARDINER (New Souk 
Wales) [8.12].—I notice that in this 
item there are articles which might pos 
sibly come from Great Britain, and in 
sub-item a there is a duty proposed in 
the British preferential column of od. 
per dozen. I move— ‘ 

‘That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to make sub-item (A), British, free. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—Honorable senators have said some- 
thing about facilitating the business of 
the Committee. Senator Gardiner has 
several times preferred a request to me 
to put the schedule page by page. Many 
able members of the Senate have oceu- 
pied this chair before me, and a proce- 
dure has been observed in connexion with 
previous Tariffs which I do not desire to 
greatly vary; but there is something 
which the Committee might be willing : 
to do in connexion with the question of — 
the duties to be imposed under the British 
preferential Tariff. I cannot accept the — 
suggestion that the schedule should be — 
taken a page at a time, because that 


ay Bi 
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would interfere too greatly with the right 
of honorable senators to discuss the vari- 
ous items appearing on a page. But if 


+ ment to the Committee that he is willing 
_ to accept a test vote on the first item on 
each page to decide the manner in which 
the Committee will deal with the 
British preferential Tariff, and to deter- 
mine his attitude with respect to all the 
_ duties appearing in the British preferen- 
tial column on the same page, I shall be 
” prepared to take the responsibility of 
putting such a test motion to the Com- 
mittee, as I think that if that course were 
adopted it would facilitate’ the trans- 
action of business. 
Senator Prarren.—That is only so far 
__ as Senator Gardiner is concerned. 
ah The CHAIRMAN.—I have it in mind 
that that should be confined to action 
taken by Senator Gardiner. 
Senator Garpiner.—I think it might 
not be regarded as out of order if we dis- 
cuss this important matter at this stage. 


The CHAIRMAN.—TI shall take the 
responsibility of permitting its discus- 
sion. 
Senator Garprner.—I have suggested 
that the schedule should be put to the 
— Committee page by page. We have just 
i reached page 13 in the schedule, and I 
_ suggest that the Chairman might put 
items 54 to 66 inclusive in one “notion: 
‘That would not interfere with the right 
of honorable senators to discuss any 
: items appearing on the page. After the 
discussion had concluded, the whole of 
these items could be put together. If 
that course were followed, I should be 
_ relieved of the necessity, in giving effect 
_ to my intention to endeavour to remove 
from the schedule any duties operating 
against Great Britain, of moving for a 
request to omit duties appearing against 
each of the items and sub-items on the 
page. When considering a Supply Bill 
we often deal with the schedule in De- 
_ partments, although each Department in- 
eludes as many items as does a page of 
the Tariff schedule. That procedure suits 
the general convenience of honorable sena- 
tors. Even those who are most desirous of 
a full discussion on every item must realize 
wae there is a limit to the oni Sa of 


pee era * 


_ Senator Gardiner cares to make a state-’ 


the Committee in confusion. 


| be beneficial. 


real anaes with Protectionist prin- 
ciples, and the strain imposed upon him — 
by several all-night sittings would be ; 
considerable. y 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—There is nothing particularly definite 
in the honorable senator’s suggestion, 
and, as several Tariffs have been dealt 
with previously by the Senate, the adop- 
tion now of any short cut may only land 
Probably 
the old adage holds true, that “ ste | 
longest way round is the shortest way 
home.’’ JI propose, therefore, to adhere 
strictly to established procedure, but, in 
order to expedite business I shall simply 
éall each sub-item, and, after allowing 
ample time for honorable senators to pre- 
fer requests, pass on to the next. They 
will understand, however, that, once I 
have declared an item passed, there can 
be no retracing of our steps, except ac- 
cording to the. proper forms prescribed 
by the Standing Orders. | 

Request negatived. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[8.17].—I call the attention of the Com- 
mittee to sub-item @ (Ginger, in brine or 
syrup). We have already increased the 
duty on preserved ginger, principally for 
the reason that the price of sugar to-day | 
is twice what it was before the war. Is 
a duty imposed on syrup? 

Senator RusseLu.—No. 

Senator PRATTEN. —Then [I think 


the words ‘‘or syrup’? should be struck 
out of the sub-item. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [8.18].—I move— 
That the House of Representatives — be re- 
quested to make sub-item (B), British, free. 
I repeat that there should be no duties 
imposed upon goods from Great Britain. 
A great Dominion like Australia, the 
people of which almost unanimously are 
ready to do everything they can for Great 
Britain, and even to make sacrifices for 
her, should be quite prepared to trade 
with her without imposing any special — 
restrictions. The very importation of — 
these articles from Great Britain might 
improve the standard of Australian pro- 
ducts. People might find in the British — 
commodity some feature of make-up or 
marketing that is absent from our own, 
and healthy competition between our pro- 
ducers and those of Great Britain would — 
Moreover, the wiping out — : 


wil e oy eee ants bbe We 
eannot pretend to love them, and be loyal 
_ to them, if we will not trade with them. 
Request negatived. 


Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [8.20]—I am sorry‘ that no 
senator will support me in the desire to 
trade with Great Britain without restric- 
: tion. I move— 


That the House of Representatives be. re- 
‘ quested to make sub-item (¢), British, free. 


3 becoming an Imperialist. 
| Senator GARDINER—I am by no 
means an Imperialist, but my loyalty to 
- Great Britain is real, ‘and not confined to 
‘flag flapping and patriotic stunts. [am 
willing not only to-fight side by side with 
Great Britain, but to trade with her, and, 
after all, trade is the niore important 
: matter at the present time. 

- Request negatived. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator ‘Rakhap): 
If there are no requests in regard to the 
“other sub-items, I shall take a proposal 


from Senator Ghoelance to strike out. the. 


British preferential duties on them. 


Request, by Senator GARDINER, nega-’ 


tived— 
| That the House of Representatives be re- 


quested to make sub-items (Dp), (E), amd (F), 
British, free, 


Senator CRAWFORD 

[8.25 ].—I move— 

_ That the House of Representatives be re- 

quested to make the duty on sub-item (¢), 
Bee Tb. Ad. 

Raw ginger can be grown in 1 practically 
all the States. 

Senator Paynn.—lIs it frown in Aus- 

) tralia? ; 

Senator CRAWFORD It. is grown in 

; Queensland ; T cannot speak of the other 
 Btates. For the little labour and expense / 

d in anceps ies hay 


(Queensland) 


: other. hse hie have to he | grown, 
‘and ‘passed through most intricate and 
_ expensive has oad pelone the finished 
Pig 

“ont of | the raw pi, Imported fio 


| ther ooultties, it is. ot 


Senator Rem.—The honorable senator 


to encourage the productio | 
material within the Commonwea. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victori 
President si the Pali bes 


any high re of sugar in " Aa 
She ueae with the Haws in Ci 


Sate: are.  Hlety. Ms discemne 
tions. We approached the Sugar B 
with a request that sugar required 
this industry should be’ made available at. 
a lower price, but they declined, and” 
think rightly, to make a special 
sion for one industry. The alte 
before us were to allow the indu: 
go out of existence or to increase the d 
by ld. We granted that increase to-d 
after due deliberation. The Commit 
is now asked to undo its previous 
Are we to stultify ourselves by negat 
in the evening what we did in the < 
noon? The recipe for the brine in w 
ginger is imported is unknown to a 
manufacturer in Australia, and for h 
reason ginger in brine has to be imported 
I believe that ginger can be grown 
Australia, but we ei! bei to stair 
cultivation. 
Senator CRawForp. L sag can ae 
dustry be started without protecti 
Senator RUSSELL.—It is inevit 
that the price of sugar shall retur 
normal unless it is kept at its preser 
level by high Protection. Certain peopk 
have established an industry for: 
manufacture of preserved ginger, but. 
rise in the price of sugar has made 
continuance impossible unless fur 
protection is given to... 9 == 
Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [8. 30]. 
We have iirc dealt with che i 


preserved ginger fa peire pres 
, material free, I regret that the ee 


: dabne sale ng manufactured Ath ede 


dd not draw our attention to ‘thi 


ease en Wee Ye f 


ere 


‘ 8g C 


- Such information would have been a use- 
ful guide to honorable senators in voting 
_ on the request to increase the duty on the 
manufactured article from 3d. to 4d. 
per lb. | 
_ Senator Russerx.—I distinctly stated 
that the reason for this was that the 
price of sugar outside Australia was lower 
_ than that ruling here. 
Senator PAYNE.—But the honorable 
senator did not tell us when we were deal- 
ing with the duty on preserved ginger that 
it was proposed to admit the raw material 
fee iree. 
hie s, Senator Russety.—l had intended to 
move a request for the insertion of a new 
sub-clause providing that ginger, green, 
- for manufacturing purposes as prescribed 
by departmental by-laws, should be free; 
but I found that that could not be done. 
_ TI had, therefore, to submit an amended 
proposal. | 
‘Senator PAYNE.—The position is that 
_ we have requested that manufacturers of 
_. preserved ginger be given an additional 
protection of 1d. per lb.; and we now find 
that they are also to have their raw mate- 
rial free instead of having to pay, as 
under the previous Tariff, a duty of 1d. 
per Ib. It is anomalous that we should 
be called npon to deal with the duty on a 
finished article before the item relating to 
the raw material comes before us. 
Senator Russerzr.—The whole process 
of preserving ginger is not carried out in 
_ Australia. The ginger comes out here in 
a partially manufactured state. 
_ Senator PAYNE.—TI accept a certain 
amount of responsibility for what has 
taken place in regard to the request for 
an increased duty on the manufactured 
article, since I, with other honorable 
- senators, should have looked ahead to dis- 
cover what alteration, if any, was being 
_ made with regard to imports of the raw 
material. 
_ Senator GARDINER (New South 
' Wales) [8.35].—The request that has 
been moved, and the explanation which 
_ has been made by the Minister (Senator 
Russell) serve to point out the absurdity 
of trying to protect our industries 
through the Customs House. The Min- 
ister assures us that he desires that this 
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also tells us that the high price of sugar 
places Australian manufacturers of pre-_ 
served ginger at a disadvantage as com-— 
pared with manufacturers abroad. That 
can be remedied by removing the duty of 
£6 per ton now levied on sugar. Hs 

Senator Crawrorp.—The duty on pre- 
served ginger is equal to £37 6s. 8d. per _ 
ton, although that commodity is only par- 
tially manufactured here. te 

Senator GARDINER.—Sugar is used _ 
in the manufacture of preserves, confec- .~ 
tionery, and a hundred and one - other 
things, as well as preserved ginger. ee 

Senator Crawrorp.—A full sugar 
ration put “ ginger” into our troops. He 

Senator GARDINER.—After that, I 
shall say no more. , 


Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [8.37]. 
—When I moved a request that the duty 
on preserved ginger be increased to 4d. 
per lb., I did not know that the raw 
material of the industry came in par-- — 
tially manufactured, and that, although © 
it was dutiable at 1d. per lb. under the ~ 
Tariff of 1914, it was now free. I regret 
that that information was not furnished 
the Committee. It seems to me that we 
have given a double advantage to the 
manufacturers on whose behalf I spoke. 
We have increased the duty on the 
finished article, and we are now giving 
them their raw material free. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[8.38].—I was originally under the im- — 
pression that green ginger was used in 
the manufacture of preserved ginger in — 
Australia, but I subsequently learned that 
the raw material of the industry is 
brought out in brine or syrup, and that | 
the process of making that brine or syrup | 
is a secret unknown to local manufac- — 
turers. Green ginger can be produced — 
here, but ginger in a partially manufac- — 
tured state is imported and used by manu- | 
facturers of preserved ginger. We con- | 


a 


x 


sequently admit ginger in brine or syrup | 

for the manufacture of preserved ginger | 

as prescribed by departmental by-laws, | 

free of duty. a 
Request negatived. eee 
Item agreed to. 

Item 55— | eat 
Infants’ and invalids’ foods, as preserii 7 


departmental by-laws, British, free; inte: 
mediate, free; general, free. | ARUP 
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Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 


[8.40 |.—Although invalids’ foods as pre- 
seribed by departmental by-laws are ad- 
mitted free, I understand that an em- 
bargo is placed on the free introduction 
of Horlick’s: malted milk. Although in 
composition it very much resembles other 
invalids’ foods which are free, it is singled 
out for a duty. I should lke to know 
the reason. 

Senator Russeiu.—tInfants’ and in- 
valids’ foods which are not manufacturea 
in Australia are admitted free, but a food 
very similar to Horlick’s malted milk is 
‘made at Bacchus Marsh. Glaxo, another 
Australian product, is also similar to 
Horlick’s malted milk. 

Senator SENJOR.—Horlick’s malted 
milk is the only infants’ food which is not 
allowed to come in free under depart- 
mental by-laws: 

Senator Russzerr.—Iln all these mat- 
_ters we have to depend upon the report of 
the Government Analyst. 

Senator SENITOR.—L1 do not like to see 
any one manufacturer penalized. Hor- 


lick’s malted milk consists of desiccated - 


cow's milk, from which some casein has 
been removed, and a portion of soluble 
vegetable albumen and cream added. 
There is no starch in it, so that it is 
really an invalids’ food.  Allenbury’s 
food also comes in free. 

Senator Russeitu.—Horlick’s milk 1s 
not dealt with under this item. 

Ttem agreed to. 

Item 56— 

Ginger, green, per lb., 1d. 

Request (by Senator GarprnER) nega- 
tived— 

That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to make the item, British, free. 

item agreed to. 

Item 57— 


Grain and pulse . 
(A) Wheat, per cental, "British, free; inter- 
mediate and general, 2s, 
(8) Barley, per cental, 2s. 
-/(C) Maize, per cental, British, ls. 6d.; 
intermediate and general, 2s. 
_ {D) N.ELI., per cental, 1s. 6d. 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 
[8.46].—I move— 

That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to make sub-item (A), intermediate and 
general, free. 
sub-item A is one of those curious: in- 
-novations of the Tariff of which we 
_ have several samples. So far as we have 


[SENATE.] 


heard, there are two reasons for imposing 
duties—one in order to protect our in- 
dustries, and the other to bring revenue 
to the Treasury. Neither of these rea- 
sons holds in the present case. There is 
no necessity for any protection, because — 
the wheat industry can stand alone. The 
wheat-grower, unlike other producers — 
who have ine sponsors in this Chamber, — 
and come to the Treasury for doles, can — 
stand on his own feet, and not only sup- 
ply the home market, but send his sur- — 
pilus overseas, and compete in the world’s | 
market. 


and then it 1s so microscopic as to be not 
worth talking about. Tn the case of — 


wheat, this is an exporting and not am 


importing country. During the five years 
from 1915-16 we have exported wheat an- 
nually to the value of from something 
like £7,000,000 to about £20,000,000. 


Senator Russern.—In 1914 we were on 


importing. Pee 
Senator LYNCH.—But we expan es 
more than we imported. BOR 
Senator RusseLtt.—Not in 1914. 


Senator GuTariz.—This oe 1s only 


a camouflage. 
Senator LYNCH.—Yes, . is only a 


make-believe. 


view, are negligible. 


Senator RusseLt.—We imported front.) | 
Argentine 3,170,000 bushels in 1915-16— 
the year following the dren gee a. Se ies 


very poor sample it was! 
Senator LYNCH.—In 1915-16 we im- 
ported £1,738,000 worth. _ 
Senator RussEns.—Last year, but for 
the action of the States in buying wheat 


to cover them from\ June vo December, 


we should have had to import. We had 
to stop exportation. 

Senator LYNCH.—This is a duty that 
is imposed only when protection is not re- 
quired, and it then means a tax, the re- 
sult of which is hardship. 


Senator RUSSELL. Te notice that large SG eA 


quantities of pork are imported from New _ 


Zealand, and yet pigs have been put. on Re 


the free list. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
—It is absolutely wrong to discuss the ~ 
importation of pigs on the item of wheat. 


Senator LYNCH.—The plain position 


is that in normal years, which are happily ‘ 
in the majority, we not only supply all 
but — 


cur own wheat requirements, 


No revenue is received from: a7 
this sub-item except in years of scarcity, 


No duty has been el 
for by the wheat farmers, and the effects 
of the duty, from the Treasury point | of Ds ie 


: 1 Deh HOiistorns Tariff 
5 arctastial ahipiients overseas. In ab- 
normal times, when we do not produce 
~ enough | wheat, we import in order to 
meet our own necessities; and then the 
_ ‘Treasurer, under these famine-stricken 
ae accitions, endeavours to exact from the 
consumers of this country an extra dole. 
e In other words, the Treasurer imposes a 
iad tax on the food of the people, and this, 
in my opinion, almost amounts to an 
Pinion! form of taxation. As a repre- 
bi sentative of the wheat-growers, I wish 
to show other producers of Australia that 
tee re ean stand alone, without such 
doles as the Treasurer has been asked 
to hand out at the instance of hon- 
- orable senators. The  wheat-growers, 
on the poor soils of this country, 
and in places with a comparatively 
small rainfall, do not desire to crawl on 
all-fours to the Treasury, as do some of 
at the agriculturists of Queensland. We 
_ have heard a good pic about black 


northern Stites, just as thoneh the eee 
growers never experience such competi- 
tion. The wheat-growers send their sur- 
plus to the overseas markets, and have 
there to compete with the products of the 
_ same black labour that Senator Crawford 
has been holding up as a bogy during 
_ the last week. 

Senator Russert.—We do not always 
_ have a surplus. 


Senator LYNCH.—What is the good of 
all this make-believe? During the last 
twenty-five years, excepting 1902 and in 
_ 1914, we have always had a surplus. 


j Senator Russett.—We refused sales 
last year at 15s. because we had not the 
wheat to send away. 

- Senator LYNCH.—What is the good 
of quibbling? The country produced the 
wheat and it is here. In 1902 and in 
1914, when drought swept the continent, 
we did not produce enough wheat for our 
f own people, and it was then proposed to 
levy a tax on the consuming public. I 
say again that this is a most immoral 
_ proposition, which, so far as I know, is 
not supported by any evidence of 
economy. The Senate should not coun- 
-. tenance such a thing as taxing the 
food of the: people at a_ time of 
stress and famine. JI remind Senator 
Crawford, and those who support him in 
sking for high duties on the ground of 
lack 


tu Aves, ie 


Jabour ec that the Aus- 
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tralian wheat- “growers, not on £20- se 
acre soil, but on soil that is in the least 
favoured areas so far as rainfall is con- 
cerned, are able to hold their own in 
the markets of the world. They, do not 
come here with a lot of “ tarradiddles, a0 
and whine to Ministers to sustain them ;_ | 
they are prepared, not only to feed the 
Commonwealth, but to send their surplus — 
abroad in the face of all the black labour 
competition. According to the Common- 
wealth Year-Book, the average price per 
quarter of Chili wheat on the London. 
market is 30s.; Argentine, 31s. 1d.; Bul- 


garia, 28s. 7 d.: Roumania, 31s, 2d. ; 
Russia, 30s. 9d. ; United States ae 
America, 30s. 7d.; Canada, 30s. 10d. ; 


British India, 28s. 7d.; New Zealand, 
29s. 7d.: and Australia, 3ls. 4d. Thus 
Australia beats the lot, without any pro- 
tection, and without a brass farthing of 
Treasury patronage. The Australian 
wheat-grower has to send his product to 
a market where it is jostled by the wheat 
grown by black labour in British India 
and in other countries I have mentioned ; 
and, without any protection, they are 
knocking the stuffing out of all com- 
petitors. The Australian wheat-grower 
has no need to craw] to the Minister, and 
debase himself in a fashion not credit 
able to Australians; he. does not seek 
protection on the ground of black labour _ 
competition, although the wheat is grown, ~ 
not on expensive virgin soil, but on the 
poorest. There is no whining from the 
Australian wheat-growers, and I am 
proud to belong to a fraternity which 
does not come to the Government, cap 
in hand, as do the Queensland producers, 
but which is able and willing to meet 
the competition of labour—black, brown, 


and brindled. 

Senator Russerr.—I heard the honor- 
able senator move for a bonus and a 
guarantee. 1 

Senator Crawrorp.—Yes, a guarantee ; 
for ten years for the poor, Unis . 
wheat-grower. | 


Senator LYNCH.—The Mi is 
entirely wrong; the terms of my 
motion would not have involved the 
Government in the expenditure of a 
brass. farthing. I asked for a guar- 
antee of 5s. per bushel on the under- 
standing that when the parity value 
went above that, the Treasury should take ‘ 
the extra. amount, and that when it wens 


Po 


be made, than any one else. 


{ 


10746 


- Senator LYNCH.—Yes. 
was to stabilize the industry, and to give 


Customs Tariff 


bios it, the Treasury should pay the dif- 
ference, but in no case would the Govern- 
ment he at a loss. 

Senator pre Larcrs.—At that time the 
parity was nearer 10s. 


My desire 


heart and hope to the men who are work- 
ing out in the arid wastes. Their posi- 
tion is very different from that of those 
who live on the Queensland littoral. They 
are on the frontiers of civilization; they 
depend upon themselves, and by their in- 
herent energies forge their way in life 
instead of leaning on the Government, as 
some of the Queenslanders do. I speak 
on behalf of no small number. ‘There 
are 235,000 agriculturists in this country, 
of whom 80 per cent., or about 200,000, 
are engaged in the arduous pursuit of, 
wheat-growing. Theirs is not a spoon- 
fed industry. To them the Government 
gives no doles. Their energies are some- 
thing of which the nation may be proud. 
In a voice without tremor and without 
the suggestion of a whine, attention 
should be called to the fact that we pro- 
duce wheat~without help from the Go- 
vernment, and ask for no communal) aid. 
That has been our stand in the past, and 
will be our attitude in the future. As 
for this padding of the Tariff with a duty 
of 2s, per cental on wheat, it is useless 
to us, and we decline it. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
-——The honorable senator’s time has ex- 
pired. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
19.4|—If the Committee wishes to wipe 
out the duty on wheat, it is free to do so; 
I rise chiefly to reply to Senator Lynch’s 
declaration against Government doles, 
and his objection to whining. The hon- 
orable senator has made more applica- 
tions for guarantees to wheat-growers, 


--and more applications for information as 


to when the next wheat payments would 
To that I 
take no exception, but in reply to what he 
has said I wish to point out that during 
the war, when the banks had refused to 
lend “money on wheat, and a_ better 


_ security than the credit of the States was 
demanded, the Commonwealth Govern- 
- ment borrowed £20,000,000 on overdraft, 


and kept the wheat industry organized, 
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and thus greatly benefited the wheat- 
growers. To-day in Victoria there is a 
political crisis because the farmers wish 
to continue to receive Government assist-— 
ance. J have never accused the farmers 
of looking for a dole, but it was from the 
Commonwealth that they had to get help 
during the war. The honorable senator 
is a wheat-grower, and good luck to him; — 
but he must remember that at one time 
the Commonwealth had advanced on 
wheat more than £21,000,000, and that 
we thus kept the farmers going. As 
much as nine-tenths of the value of the 
wheat had been advanced in some cases 
before any of it had been sold overseas. 
The duty in the Tariff was originally im- © 
posed at the request of the farmers, but 
we cannot now shut our eyes to the fact 
that there has been an immense develop- 
ment of wheat-growing in the East, 
where for some years Australia had . 
monopoly of the grain and flour trade. 
To-day, Manchuria .is delivering flour 
and wheat there at 20 per cent. less than 
it can be sent from Australia. That 
country, with China and India, haye cap-- 
tured the Eastern market. The East has 
awakened; but I hope that the time will 
never come when Senator Lynch willhave 
to ask for duties on wheat to keep the 
Australian market for Australian far-  ~ 
mers, and to protect them against the 
competition of men of the Eastern races. 
On Friday last a deputation of millers 
complained that Australian wheat was 
not wanted in the East, because the Hast- 
ern market was supplied from the coun- ~ 
tries that I have named. For many’ 
years the London parity has governed the ~ 
world’s markets for wheat, finally deter- ae 
mining prices even in Canada and the 
United States of America. Senator 
Lynch has told us with pride that Aus- 
tralian wheat brings the highest price in 
London. That is because it has a hard, 
white grain, the flour of which is useful 
to blend with the flour made from soft 
wheat. It is this quality of hardness 
that gives our wheat its special value. — 
But the honorable senator’s sneer against — 
the Government is not warranted. We 
have not offered doles to the farmers; but — 
we have tried to co-operate with them, ee 
and we have assisted them. Last year 
we were successful in selling their wheat ee 
for as much as 7s. 9d. per bushel, a tage Be 
hitherto unknown for Australian wheat. 
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But in June of that year the Wheat 
Board saw that there was likely to be a 
shortage of wheat in Australia. It had 
no authority to stop the exportation of 
wheat, being merely a selling and admin- 
istrative agency; but it was then evident 
to us that if we went on selling wheat 
abroad, Australia, by the following De- 
cember, would not have sufficient to pro- 
vide herself with bread. We therefore 
- ealled a Conference of the State authori- 
ties, and they as a whole agreed to pur- 
_ chase at the then London parity of 7s. 8d. 
enough to cover local: supplies for the 
period from June to the end of the year. 
In the following October and November, 
the price of wheat rose to 15s. per bushel, 
and we were so short that we had to refuse 
business with South Africa at 14s. 6d. to 

15s. That was why South Africa started 
to buy our second and third-grade wheat, 
from which transactions emanated the 

recent trouble. 
been very good. The Government are in- 
_ different whether this item of duty re- 
mains or is wiped out. It was not im- 
posed by the present Ministry. We have 
no desire to hand out doles to the farmers. 
_.. We have done our best, according to our 
light, to give genuine and, I think, most 
valuable, assistance to farmers. So far 
as the Wheat Board is concerned, it 

comes with a bad grace, after the Board 
has given seven years of honorary ser- 
vice, to be told that we have been serving 
out doles. The duty upon wheat is 
neither protective nor revenue-productive. 
_ It was imposed by a former Government 
to provide the farmers of Australia with 
a guarantee that they would not be in- 
_ jured by the importation of cheap wheat, 
and we have now, as I have shown, to 
- face the possibility of cheap wheat being 
sent to us from Manchuria and China. 
Ifhonorable senators consider that this 
_ danger has passed, let them wipe out the 
duty. 
Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [9.13]. 
- As a wheat-grower and farmer I con- 
_ gratulate the Government upon what they 
_ have done for the wheat-growers of Aus- 
tralia. They have done more for the 
primary producer than any other Govern- 
ment I know of. At the same time, I 
take exception to the camouflage con- 
ained in the Tariff. It is palpably ab- 
urd and stupid to impose import duties 
live cattle, live sheep, and wheat, 
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with respect to which Australia is an 
exporter. We never import cattle, sheep, — 
or wheat except in periods of drought 
and starvation, when no wheat-grower or 
cattle raiser in Australia desires, the 
operation of a duty. The Government 
would appear to be endeavouring to per-. 
suade the farmer that he is being given — 
the benefit of Protection, whereas he is 
the only man in all the land who has no 
protection, and never has had. . 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[9.16]—I regret that Senator Lynch 
should have mentioned my name so fre- 
quently, and in such an offensive man- 
ner. I have done no whining with re- 
spect to the industries of Queensland 
or of any other State. I have a public 
duty to perform, and I endeavour 
to do so in as manly a_ fashion 
as Senator Lynch. When I consider 
it necessary I speak, and shall eon- 
tinue to speak, regardless of Senator 
Lynch’s sensitive feelings. It is true that 
there is a number of protected industries 
in Australia, and it is equally true that 
there are some which do not directly bene- 
fit from Protection. Those countries 
which depend entirely upon primary pro- 
duction are much poorer than others 
which have a number of important secon- 
dary industries, such as there are in Aus- 
tralia. If we had had to import all those 
commodities which we have produced 
under a policy of Protection during the 
last few years, we would have created a 
position in regand to exchange which 
would have made Australia one of the 
poorest countries in the world to-day. As 
for the hard-working wheat-growers, I 
doubt whether they toil any harder than 
men engaged in other branches of agricul 
ture. Upon the whole, the agriculturist, 
no matter what may be the commodity 
he is producing, is among the hardest of 
all workers. I have no desire to mini- 
mize the value of the wheat or the pastoral 
industry; but the prosperity of Australia 
cannot be maintained, nor can a very 
large population be supported, upon pri- 
mary industries alone. No industry in 
the past few years has received the same 
consideration from the Government as 
wheat-growing. It is not long since the 
Federal Parliament passed a Bill to pro- 
vide for a loan of £500,000 to wheat- 
growers in Western. Australia in con- 
nexion .with a scheme which the State 
: 
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Government and Parliament would not 
support. 

Senator Lynou.—The loan is to be re- 
‘paid with interest. 

Senator CRAWFORD.—I did not 
raise my voice against the proposition, 
but-the security was such that the Western 
Australian Government would not incur 
any liability in connexion with it. The 
statement of the Minister (Senator 
Russell) should receive every considera- 
tion. ‘The strides made in the production 
of wheat in Manchuria have been remark- 
able. Members of this Parliament were 
informed not long ago by a gentleman 
well acquainted with the East that Man- 
ehuria had a population of something like 
30,000,000, but that it was capable of 
supporting 250,000,000. I understand 
that in Manchuria and Siberia, just as in 
Russia-in-Europe, there are enormous 
wheat areas. Australian farmers may 
find in those countries such strong com- 
petitors that there will not be the same 
overseas market for Australian wheat as 
hitherto. The reminder may impress on 
honorable senators how necessary it is 
that other industries should be established 
—industries which will support a large 
population, so that the home market may 
become ever more valuable. We do 
not know what is before us in regard to 
prices ruling in overseas markets for 
wheat or any other primary products. I 
would not have risen if it had not been 
for the. personal allusions of Senator 
Liynch concerning my alleged whining 
attitude in regard to certain industries 
which I desire to see adequately pro- 
tected. | 
Senator Garpiner.—How would the 
honorable senator describe his attitude in 
words other than those used by Senator 
Lynch ? ) 

Senator CRAWFORD.—The honor- 
able senator or any other honorable sena- 
tor can apply to my attitude whatever de- 
scription he prefers, but J resent being 
referred to in such a manner. It is 
dificult to overcome certain prejudices, 
but so far as the wheat-growing industry 
in Western Australia is concerned, I 
trust that Senator Lynch and others who 
are engaged in wheat production in that 
State wiil experience better times than 
they have had during recent years. I 
can assure Senator Lynch that. we would 
have been pleased to have seen him in his 
place in the Senate when the measure to 
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which I have referred was under discus: 
sion instead of looking after his interests 


in Western Australia. 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
[9.22}.—I trust that Senator 
Lynch will not persist in his effort to re- 
While I agree with him 
in many of the arguments he has sub- 
mitted, I think there is a possibility of 
his action being misconstrued. The duty 
is of very little benefit to the wheat- — 
growers of the Commonwealth, and Ido 
not think it has ever been imposed. It 


tralia) 


move this duty. 


has been pointed out that when there 


was a scarcity of wheat the duty was 
valueless, because it was either ignored or = 

The facts and 
given by the Vice-President of 
the Executive Council (Senator Russell) 
as to what happened last year is a good = 
illustration of what could have been 
done for the farmers if proper stepsehad 
If the Australian farmers 
insisted on sending their wheat overseas a 
and selling it at the world’s parity of 


temporarily ‘removed. 
figures 


been taken. 


14s, 6d. per bushel instead of accepting 


the Australian price of 7s. 8d. per bushel, 
the Australian consumers would have 
realized that they had been obtaining 
supplies at a lower rate than any other 


people in the world. Similar circum- 


stances may arise in the future, and if 
the farmers are well organized and are 


able to take advantage of the overseas 


price through the medium of co-operative . 


concerns or Government Pools, they will 
be able to secure world’s parity, and the 
consumers individually ~ or 


collectively 


will have to pay, in addition to the cost — aS 


of the wheat, the extra freight, to bring it 
back to Australia. That may occur dur- 


ing drought periods such as those re- cele 


ferred to by the Minister, and I trust, in 


order to prevent wheat being dumped 


into Australia from black-labour coun- 


tries—I do not think it at all likely— _ 
that this safeguard will be allowed to*re- 


main. 


Senator Cox.—There are large areas of 


good country in Syria. where wheat 
equal to that produced in Australia can 


be grown. : 
Senator DE LARGIE.—They may be 


able to produce wheat in Mesopotamia, 


but up to the present we have not had any 
practical demonstration of that country’s 
possibilities. As the duty is not likely to 
do any harm—it has not done any good— 


‘I trust that Senator Lynch will not per- s 


sist in his request. 


Es Oe 
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KEATING (Tasmania) 


Senator - 
Ns  §9.27].—I trust that Senator Lynch will 
not be successful in obtaining the support 


of a majority of the Committee, and that 
the Vice-President of the Executive 
— ouncil (Senator Russell) will adhere to 
the proposed duty. During the Minister’s 
+ speech he seemed to infer that 1t did not 


__ schedule or not. He also emphasized the 
fact that it was there when the Govern- 
_ ment took office, and if such is the case it 
is a legacy from their predecessors. 
igi ass Senator Prarren.—lIt is a new duty. 
Senator KEATING.—In the 1901-2 
Tariff the duty upon wheat was 1s. per 
ental, and a storm of opposition was 
raised because it was submitted to Parlia- 
Iuent at a time when there was actually 
a drought, or a drought pending. Strong 
___—‘ representations were made to the Govern- 
ment of the day that wheat should be 
a allowed to be imported free. Among 
_ those who made strong representations 
were State Governments, including the 
Government of New South Wales, who 
-_. +Yepresented that, in consequence of the 
_- drought conditions prevailing, farmers 
and others should be allowed to import 
wheat duty free. The Commonwealth 
_ Government at that time informed the 
New South Wales Government that if 
they were interested in achieving that 
result they could very easily do so by im- 
_. porting wheat and paying the duty, be- 
cause under the Braddon clause they 
would be returned three-fourths of the 
_ duty paid. Iam not sure if the duty has 
_ . been in operation ever since, but [ am in- 
clined to think it has. Even those oppos- 
ing it have said that it has not done 
much harm. It is not a Protective duty, 
and it will never be a revenue-producing 
one in the event of a drought. If that is 
_ the position, we have to consider it, not 
merely upon its individual merits, but in 
relation to the Tariff as a whole. This 
Tariff has been framed in a_ different 
manner from any Tariff Parliament has 
previously considered, because the sche- 
dule has three columns. . There is a pro- 
vision in a portion of the Bill covering 
the) schedule which enables the Govern- 
- ment to make arrangements with different 
- countries whereby a duty can be moved 
_ from the general to the intermediate 
eolumn. If we have a duty such as this 


ays 


the intermediate and generar | colar, 


: oe matter whether the duty appeared in the » 


we shall have a lever by which we can 
arrange or negotiate on a reciprocal basis 
with other countries. That is the posi- 
tion in the case of New Zealand. 
Arrangements for reciprocity were entered 
into in 1906, when Mr. Seddon, the Pre- 
mier of New Zealand, was in Australia. 
He took back with him to New Zealand, 
on that last fatal journey of his, a pro- 
posal for duties in connexion with which 


reciprocal arrangements could be entered 


into between New Zealand and the Com- 
monwealth. , 
Senator Gururie.—lIn those days New 
Zealand grew enough wheat to meet her 
own requirements. She is now an im- 
porter of wheat, and has been for years. 
Senator KEATING.—I am mention- 
ing this as an illustration to show that 
the duty which appears in this schedule 
enabled the Government of the Common- 
wealth at the time to come to a tentative 
reciprocal arrangement with Mr. Seddon. 
The appearance of this duty in the 
schedule as submitted by the ‘Govern- 
ment to-day, even though it be not opera- 
tive in normal times, will be a lever to 
enable the Government at any future time, 
should that be considered necessary, to 
enter into reciprocal arrangements with 
other countries. toy whom it might be a 
matter of importance to introduce their 
wheat into Australia. For this reason, I 
hope that it will be realized that this duty 
does not appear in the schedule for no- 
thing, nor has it remained in our Tariff 
since 1901 for nothing. It may be the 
means of enabling the Government in 
future to negotiate reciprocal | arrange-— 
ments with other countries; and for that 
reason I hope the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council (Senator Russell) 
will stand by it, and that the Committee 
will support. it. ‘ 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) ‘ 
[9.382|.—I want to touch upon an aspect 
of the matter which has not yet been con- 
sidered by the Committee. In my opinion, 
the Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Greene) was very wise when last year 
he included this duty on wheat in the 
Tariff. It is the first time that wheat 
has been dutiable since 1908, and my re- 
ferences do not go back beyond that time. 
It will be remembered that this Parlia- 
ment and Government have arranged, in 
connexion with the Wheat Pool, that the 
remainder of the year’s sales of wheat for 
home pousuma tion shall av ERPeRN 9s. per 
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bushel. Senator Russell will indorse what 
I say when [ inform honorable senators 
that, but for this duty of 2s. per bushel 
on this wheat, it was within the bounds 
of possibility, only a few months ago, 
for cheap wheat from the west coast of 
America to have been dumped here at a 
price below the price fixed for Australian 
wheat for home consumption. 

Senator pz Largim.—Where was there 
cheap wheat on the west coast of America? 

Senator PRATTEN.—Two or three 
months ago wheat went down almost to 
a dollar per bushel at Chicago. 

Senator pe Larerz,—Chicago 1s not on 
the west coast of America. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Chicago is in 
the centre of the wheat districts of 
America, and wheat might have been 
brought from Chicago to the west coast 
of America and delivered here, assuming 
a cheap freight, at under 9s. per bushel, 
the price at which Australian wheat has 
to be sold to local consumers. 

Senator Russeix.— Wheat certainly fell 
below 7s. at one time. 

Senator Crawrorp.—lt got very nearly 
down to dollar wheat. | 

Senator Joun D. Mrrten.—That was 
forward buying. 

Senator Gururm.—I think that wheat 
was never below 7s. per bushel. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am satisfied 
that my information is fairly accurate. 
I went into the matter carefully some 
months ago, and wheat in Chicago, the 
centre of the wheat States, on the farms 
or in the railway trucks, went down to 
very nearly one dollar per bushel. My 
information is that if there had been no 
duty on wheat in our Tariff Australian 
millers could then have imported wheat, 
and could have undersold flour made from 
Australian wheat at 9s. per bushel. 

‘Senator pr Larcrm.—tIf the honorable 
senator went into the matter carefully, 
ean he say what it would have cost to 
‘haul the wheat over the Rockies to Van- 
_ eouver, or to any of the Californian ports, 

and then ship it to Australia? 
Senator PRATTEN.—The cost would 
not have been as much as the difference 
between dollar wheat and wheat at 9s. 
per bushel, which had to be paid for it 
in Australia, given reasonably cheap 
_ freightacross the Pacific for the American 
wheat. A price of 9s. per bushel was 
fixed for Australian wheat for local con- 


sumption, in order that, in the interests 
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Bil. 
of Australian wheat-growers, a fair aver- 
age might be maintained throughout the 
year as between the Australian price and 
the world’s parity. It is true that the 
world’s parity is now below 9s. per bushel, 
but it also went up to 11s. and 12s. per © 
bushel, and the Government very fairly 
tried to even up the position between 
wheat-growers and wheat consumers in — 
Australia. I reiterate that, but for the — 
duty of 2s. per bushel on wheat in our — 
Tariff, it was quite possible that at one — 
time wheat might be imported from — 
America to Australia and sold here at a 
price below that fixed for our wheat for 
local consumption. ae 

Senator Russerz.—Despite the collapse — 


in the price of wheat for a couple of — 
months in Europe, our overseas sales of © 
wheat have averaged over 9s. per bushel. 
Senator PRATTEN. —I understand 
that the Wheat Board, very properly, sus- 
pended sales of Australian wheat during 
the temporary collapse in price referred = 
to by the Minister. I hope that the ~~ 
Committee will pass this as a practical 
duty, and one which has been effective 
only so recently as within the last three or = 
four months. a 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [9.37].—I am rather pleased that = 
Senator Lynch has submitted his request. = 
This whiff of fresh air from the wheat- 
fields of Western Australia was very 
much needed. The honorable senator was 
right in his statement that the people til: = 
ing the poorer lands in Australia are not 
whining for protection from the Govern- — 
ment, and he was right also in his state- — 
ment that this duty represents no pro- 
tection to Australian wheat-growers, IL 
can give honorable senators the importa- 
tions of wheat for some years past. In 
1909, they amounted to 128 bushels; 
in 1910, 325 bushels; in 1011) t2e 
bushels; in 1912, 1,483 bushels; in 1913, 
60 bushels; in 1914, 1,641,287 bushels. 
Senator Russeru.—My figures give a 
higher importation for that year.) 7), 
Senator GARDINER.—I have quoted = 
from the figures supplied by the Common- 
wealth Statistician; but the discrepancy — 


‘may be accounted for by a note to the 


figures which reads— | : a 
Customs duties on wheat were suspended Ae 
from 12th December, 1914, to 12th November, 
1915, and from 10th August, 1917, to 25th — 
Mareh, 1920... ~ | een. Be vaca 


Customs Tariff 


he stator Russert. —That was when all 
the States were importing from Argen- 
tina. 

Senator GARDINER.—The point I 
un as aitedd to make was that, on the only 
occasion when wheat would have been 
i imported, and the wheat-grower might 
Barve gained an advantage from a Protec- 
tive duty, the Government suspended the 
duty in the interests of the community 
oe a whole. 

' Senator Eartz.—How bould the wheat- 

Ka ‘grower be affected if he had no wheat to 

geld 2 

Senator GARDINER. — There has 

_ been no occasion when there has not been 
some wheat to sell in some portion of 


Australia. Last year the’ Minister for 
Trade and Customs restricted the 
sale of the Western Australian wheat. 
Western Australia had a bumper 
'_ erop, and could’ supply Victoria. 


Victoria, also, was in the fortunate posi- 
' tion of having a good wheat crop in that 
~ season. In 1914-15, when wheat was 
_ being imported, the duty was suspended. 
Senator GuTuriz.—And eve ke will be 
in a bad season. 
Senator GARDINER. ae The 
same thing occurred from 10th August, 
1917, to 25th March, 1920. Senator 
Maa ae was quite correct in saying that 
this duty is a mere pretence. Why 
_ throw dust. in the eyes of the farmers by 
pretending to give an advantage when no 
real advantage exists? Senator Crawford 
took exception to the reference to Queens- 
_ landers, who are profitably farming rich 
‘i lands, whining for more assistance from 
the Government. It is interesting to note 
that the average value of the wheat crop 
for the past nine seasons was £2 6s. 3d. 
per acre. It reached its highest point 
In 1915-16, when it was £3 4s. 7d. per 
- acre. In 1916-17 it was £2 10s. 10d., and 
Ay an 1917-18 £2 15s. 8d. The wheat farmers 
| e are not asking for Government aid, but 
men cultivating banana lands worth hun- 
dreds of pounds per acre have asked for 
Ae imposition of enormous duties. 
_**Whining’’ is a good word to apply to 
: i those senators who, having in their own 
State the richest lands in Australia, ask 
that the people toiling on the ‘poorer 
_ lands shall be compelled to pay higher 
_ prices for the produce of those rich lands. 
I find that for the ten seasons, 1908-18, 
the average yield of wheat per acre was 
11.37 bushels. It is pleasing indeed to 
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growers in the persons of Senators Lynch | 


and Guthrie pointing out that this duty 
is only a sham. 
will discard it altogether, and not wait 
till there is a chance of wheat being im~- 


I hope that the Senate — 


ported, and then ask for its repeal in — 
order to prevent the farmers getting a 


higher price for their product. 


Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) _ 
[9.42].—Senator Pratten suggested the _ 
possibility of Australia being invaded by 


the cheap wheat of America. The Senate 
will agree that he would be a very poor 
American wheat operator who would send 
grain all the way to Australia for 9s. a 
bushel, when, by simply sending it across 
the Atlantic, he could get a very much 
higher return in Europe. At the time 
to which Senator Pratten referred Lon- 
don parity was from 75s. to 80s. per 
quarter. 


Senator GurHriz.—They were not sell- 


ing wheat; 
‘* futures.’’ 

Senator LYNCH.—tThe situation which 
Senator Pratten stressed was only a flash 
in, the pan. 


only 


they were 


selling 


Senator Prarren.—Australian buyers 


could have operated in America. 

Senator L.YNCH.—Yes, but it is clear 
that the American operator would not 
send his wheat to Australia when he 
could get a higher price in the London 
market. What the honorable senator re- 


ferred to was only a passing condition in 


the wheat market of America. 
Senator Russetu.—lI have Enaeed the 


British Government, during the war, to 
borrow 500,000 tons of wheat from ‘the. 


Argentine which we repaid by a shipment 
of Australian wheat. | 


Senator LYNCH.—That was a war 


condition. 
made more applications for the payment 


The Minister has said that [ — 


of wheat instalments than, in his opinion, — : 


I should have done. 


Senator Russetu. — The honberbie 


senator was particularly prominent in| 


asking for guarantees. 


Senator LYNCH.—I was simply per: 
forming a public duty in asking for — 


due. 
Senator Russe_.it.—Never ! 


instalments that were a long time over- 


Senator LYNCH.—Yes, and they = : 


overdue now. 


ae) 


Senator Russetu.—There was never a 


time when the Pool had not an overdraft 


through over-paying the farmers ; that 1 1s 


Eee a. 
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letely paid for yet, and I think I am 
entitled to say that those instalments are 
overdue. Iam one of those to whom 
this money is due, and I presume that 
Senator Guthrie is another. Will the 
Minister say that sugar, or wool, or any — 
ther product, save wheat, that was de- 
livered six years ago has not been paid 
for yet? When, in pursuance of my 
public duty, I asked for the payment of 
overdue instalments, it was not for the 
o; pt rpose of paying a wage of £9 per week, 
which Senator Crawford says he paid in 
‘his industry, but to pay a wage of some- 
thing like £3 a weck, to keep the home 
fires burning in the wheat belts, a to 
- extend the area under crop. 
_ Senator Russerr.—The honorable sena- 
- tor’ 's object was laudable at the time. 
Senator LYNCH.—Then the Minister 
we should not have found fault with it. He 
spoke, also, of the Government having 
~ come to the rescue of the farmers by 
financing them during the war. My 
reply is that full interest was paid by the 
farmers on all the money which the Go- 
-yernment advanced. Neither party is 
é under any obligation; certainly the far- 
mers. are not. 
- ‘Senator - Russert.—For three out of 
ive years we,took the risk of the 
‘guarantee. . 
_ Senator LYNCH.—The wheat was de- 
: livered, ‘and wheat is as good as gold at 
any time, but especially during the war. 
cs ‘regard to the guarantee, the motion 
I introduced to the Senate asked that the 
ernment should guarantee a fixed 
“minimum of 5s. per bushel for five years, 
‘and if-London parity should be above or 
below that price, the Treasury should be 
d or debited to ae extent of the 


ay price, but in no circumstances 
the Treasury to lose by the transac- 
. The Government were merely to 
“guarantors in order to put the 
ee in a stable Longe I 


Pay i is. This is pee an attempt 

fifth wheel on a coach. The 
sed one can be neither useful 
and a farmers o0: not 


cise _ LYNCH. ow hent that was aa ae ss 


ered in 1915-16 has not been com- ace of: ahes 


his farm in order to attend a me 


Wheat Board has never been 


The. 
“average price of abot £55 per ton, 


sands of pounds. 


19. 50] oe am afraid that 1 1 


sented Senator Lanch talk a 
doles, and I pointed out that t 
Board for five years was an ho 
body: 
Senator Lyweou. —Mr. MeGibbo 


four years the farmers demandec 
sentation on the Board, an 
granted. If a man is requir 


the Board, I think he is a : 


to oe his Sao 


Saree 
Senator RUSSELL. 4 an 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator B 


the’ dagen eis Of the Whast B 
but to confine his attention to § 
immediately hefore the Chair. _ 
Senator RUSSELL. ae 
strained to. reply to the statemen 
by Senator Lynch that the fa: 
not whining for a duty. We hay 
required, them to whine for 
We have never exercised patronag 
as they are concerned. We have st 
tc: make payments to the farmers 
spect of their wheat at the earli 
sible moment. We went into de 
extent of £20,000,000 in ord 
them at a time when the weevil 
were destroying their wheat. 
Lynch has said that we are. pehin 
in our payments. That is SO. 


any of its payments, As a 
fact, we have paid £7,000,000 ‘more 
we have received from the be whe: 


in our ne 
buy large quantities off paved 
keep the mice and the weevil ox 
wheat, stacks. We paid for that ir 


to-day it is worth some hundreds re 
At the presen’ mom 
a is OREN E £150, 000 wortk 


oa 
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ethan we submit it to public auction. 
‘here is still a fraction owing in respect 
of the 1915-16 Pool, but as against 1t we 
have this splendid asset of iron and tim- 
per. ‘The accounts of the Wheat Pool 
are audited by public accountants, and 
published from time to time. I do not 
__pelieve in wheat scrip, and have always 
_ declined to express an opinion as to its 
-_yalue, since I object to gambling in food- 
stuffs. Day after day I am asked what 
_ wheat scrip is likely to bring, and the 
only answer I give is that the people 
~ should hold their scrip, because, as I 
. have just said, I object, to gambling in 
-_ gonnexion with foodstuffs. The system of 
issuing scrip was started not by the Com- 
- -monwealth, but by the States. Return- 
ing to the item under wonsideration, I 
would remind the Committee that the 
duty is an old one, and I believe it will 
be useful to us when we are negotiating 
for reciprocal Tariffs with other parts of 
the Empire. It might be of advantage 
to us when arranging a reciprocal Tarif 
with Canada. If, owing to serious 
drought, we had to import wheat we 
could make an arrangement with Canada 
to supply us, or arrange to supply Canada 
in time of need. No revenue is collected 
under this item, and the chances are that 
in the event of a serious drought the duty 
would be suspended. I ask the Commit- 
tee to allow it to stand. In this Tariff 
_ there are many items which- will assist 
us in making reciprocal arrangements 
with other countries. New Zealand, for 
instance, does not produce sufficient 
wheat to meet her requirements, and we 
might be able to make a reciprocal ar- 
rangement with that Dominion in regard 
_ to wheat and timber. At one time I 
found it impossible to get in Australia 
suitable timber for the making of butter 
boxes. Large quantities of New Zealand 
_ timber are used for that purpose, and we 
might offer to give New Zealand certain 
_ privileges in regard’ to our wheat in re- 
turn for preferential treatment in respect 
of timber for butter boxes. Queensland 
pine is an excellent timber, superior to all 
_ others for certain purposes, but I have 
_ known Queensland butter to be tainted by 
_ the Queensland butter boxes. 
Senator Lyncu.—Does the honorable 
_ senator think that such an item as this 
- would be of any advantage in arranging 
yr reciprocal trade relations with New 
Zealand. The New Zealand Government 
2 7 
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would ask what such a duty was worth, — 
and the honorable senator has just said — 


that in time of drought it would probably — 


be suspended. 
Senator 


RUSSELL.—New Zealand 


cannot dictate to us what we shall do with — 


our wheat. She has purchased from time 
to time considerable quantities of Austra- 


lian wheat at very reasonable prices. 
When New South Wales some time ago — 


had practically not a bushel of wheat for | 
local consumption, we arranged to supply — 


her with wheat from other States, not at — 
the price we were charging the people — 
overseas, but at the price ruling for it in — 


the State of production plus freight. 


Senator pr Larere.—And Western Aus- ~ 
tralia had to accept less than the world’s 


parity for its wheat. , 
Senator RUSSELL.—But it had a 
larger proportion for export. 
we shall not become parochial. Wheat 
produced in Australia should be available 


T hope that — 


first of all for local consumption, and any ~ 


surplus should be sold in the best avail- 
able market. 
tion of the Wheat Board has been raised, 
but I felt constrained to reply to the 


I am sorry that the ques-— 


statement made by Senator Lynch that 


the farmers did not come whining to the 
Government for a duty. I have never 
battled for any one so hard as I did to 
get an extra 6d. per bushel for the wheat- 
growers of the Commonwealth. I hope 
we shall retain this duty, since it will 
strengthen the hands of the Government 
in negotiating for reciprocal trade ar- 
rangements with other 
Empire. 
Senator 


by the Minister (Senator Russell) -calls 
for a reply. _ 
ster contends that he has done a good 


parts of the 


GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [9.59].—The statement just made 


When a self-satisfied Mini-— 


thing for the farmers, it is well to re-— 


mind him that there is no justification — 
This Government has 
not handled the farmers’ wheat in a satis- 


for his statement. 


—> - ae 


factory way. They sold it for 4s. 9d._ 
per bushel at a time when the British 
Government-was guaranteeing 9s. 6d. per 


bushel, or the highest market. value. 
Senator Gururire.—And the Victorian 
farmers are begging the Government at 


the present moment to handle their wheat 


for them. 


Sénatot! GARDINER. If they nae 


prepared: to overlook the mistakes of the 


ye 
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past that is no concern of mine, but 
when a self-satisfied Minister, after mis- 
handling the farmers’ wheat, claims that 
he has done well for them, it 1s necessary 
to reply to him. 

Senator Cox.—How would the honor- 
able senator handle the farmers’ wheat? 

Senator GARDINER.—I was a mem- 
ber of the first Government to form a 
Wheat Pool. Not only did the present 
Government sell the farmers’ wheat at 
4s 9d. a bushel when the British Govern- 
ment were guarantecing 9s. 6d. a bushel, 
but they raised the freight on wheat 
carried in Commonwealth ships from 14s. 
per ton in 1914 to £7 10s. per ton. This 
meant an increase from 63d. and 104d. 
per bushel, as before the war, to 4s. 2d. 
per bushel; and why? It was in order 
that the farmers might not see that the 
freight was being increased so as to bring 
the wheat sold in Britain in line with the 
world’s parity. 

Senator Gururm.—You are insinuat- 
ing that there was a shortage of tonnage. 

Senator GARDINER.—I do not in- 
sinuate anything of the kind, but there 
was no reason why, in respect of our own 
ships, the freight should have been in- 
ereased to such an extent. It was simply 
a means of making the farmers pay in 
your years the cost of those ships, while 
the rest of the community went scot-free. 
Senator Russerx.—Cornsacks 
brought at 80s. on our own line when 
other boats were charging £15. We never 
at any time charged the farmers the full 
ocean rate. 

Senator GARDINER.—Nevertheless, 
the farmers’ wheat paid for the Common- 
wealth ships in four years, and that at 
a time when the farmers were “up 
against it” like every one else. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Was there no re- 
turn freight? 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
All these matters cannot be discussed 
on the item of wheat. 

Senator GARDINER.—But the Min- 
ister spoke as if he had. conferred some 
great benefit on the wheat-growers, and 
I wish to show that those growers were 
treated by the Government in such a way 
as to make them pay the whole of the 
purchase money for the ships in four 
years. When the Minister discusses this 
question with an air of injured innocence, 
and pretends that the farmers are under 
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some great obligation, I tell him that thi 
farmers have nothing to thank the Go- 
vernment for. The farmers got 4s. 94 
per bushel when the world’s parity was a 
least 10s. ee 

The OHAIRMAN.—The honorable 
senator must not discuss the question of 
freights. ce ve 

Senator GARDINER.—It is remark- 
able that the Minister may travel all 
round the question, but as soon as I 
begin to answer him I am ruled out of 
order. I wish to discuss the matter 
from the point of view of the farmers, 
and I say that this duty is of no value to 
them, but is a mere pretence, and ought 
to be struck out. It is of no use Sena- 
tor Russell saying that he desires the 
duty in order that he may negotiate with 
New Zealand or Canada; New Zealand 
sends no wheat here, and therefore the 
duty cannot affect the Dominion. Lhope 
that Senator Lynch will stand to his 
guns, and that there are sufficient inde 
pendent senators who will refuse to con- 
sent to this pretended Protective duty. = 

Senator Russerzt. — How would the ~ 
honorable senator sell wheat to New 
Zealand; would he treat the Dominion as 
a foreign country, or as a portion of Aus- 
tralasia ? Menara ae Sibi 

Senator GARDINER.—If I entered 
into that question, the Chairman would 
call me to order. : ne 

Question—That the request (Senator 


Lyncu’s) be agreed to—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. a a 
Ayes .. ae at 6.5 es 
Noes... ae Soy aU i, 
Majority vi cease eee 
AYES. | Seas 
Gardiner, A. Rowell, J. Sey hate 
Guthrie, J. F, i en 
Henderson, G. Teller: — a 
Lynch, P, J. Buzacott; R. eu 
NOEs. fi 
Cox, C. F. Pearce, G. F. ay 
Crawford, T. W. ‘Plain, W. 
Drake-Brockman, E. A, | Pratten, H. E. 
Dunean, W. L. Reid, M. 
Earle, J. Russell, EB, J. 
Keating, J. H. Senior, Wares 
Millen, John, D. Teller: 


Payne, H. J. M. de Largie, H. ey eg a 
Question so resolved in the negative. 
Request negatived. ie ar 
Senator GARDINER (New South 

Wales) [10.9].—I move— Re eae 
That the House of Representatives be re- 

quested to make sub-item (B), British, free. 


a 


=p fas TABS rin { 
f ere: she Aas | oa Fat 
aed pgs 3 i ial} a 
Anse ries 
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I do not know how much barley comes 

here from Britain, but whatever does come 
ought to be admitted free. My desire is 
-* to see Free Trade with Great Britain, 
and no obstacle placed in the way by this 
pea arf. 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
-—tIf there are no other requests in con- 
- nexion with the British preferential 
- Tariff column, I shall put the motion 
- thus: That the House of Representatives 
be requested to make wheat, barley, and 
| ‘maize, sub-items a, B, and c, under the 

British Tariff free. 

Request negatived. 
Senator GUTHRIE (Victoria) [10.11]. 


eee NOV 


if That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to amend sub-item (c) by making the 
duties, intermediate, 2s. 6d.; general, 3s. 6d. 
_. I have been waited on by representatives 
of 86 per cent. of the maize growers of 
Victoria, who assure me that in this 
State the cost of growing maize is at the 
present time from 4s. 3d. to 4s. 6d. per 
bushel, including the cost of delivery to 
the nearest railway station? Those who 
are growing maize are mostly settled on 
small blocks, and their industry is threat- 
ened by the competition of black labour 
4 in South Africa, Java, and India, and 
especially of Java. Maize growing is an in- 
dustry worthy to be encouraged with ade- 


quate protection. Australia should at least - 


supply her own demand for maize, but 
she has hitherto been a large importer of 
that cereal. A good deal of maize is 
- grown in Victoria, and, I think, in the 
- northern States, too, by returned sol- 
_ diers. The Tariff liberally protects the 
_ manufacturers of maize products, such as 
starch. glucose, and cornflour; but the 
_ growing of maize is not encouraged as it 
_ should be, and consequently in every 
_ State the area under crop has decreased 
considerably during the last ten years. 
_ The highly-protected manufacturers of 
maize products have in Victoria threat- 
_ ened the maize-growers that if they will 
not contract to sell the coming season’s 
maize at 3s. 6d. a bushel they will get 
_ their supplies from Java. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Then we had 
_ better recommit the Tariff for the recon- 
_ sideration of items like that dealing with 
_ glucose. 
Senator GUTHRIE.—Maize growing 
gives employment to more labour per acre 
than any other crop, the cobs having to 
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be picked by hand. In the period be- . 
tween 1903 and 1913 the average price of — 
maize in Australia was 3s. 6d. a bushel, | 
but nowadays the cost of growing maize 
is twice what it was then. Yet the — 
highly-protected manufacturers of maize 
products are trying to force the Victorian 
growers to sell forward at what was the 
average price nearly ten years ago, and, 
as I have stated, the present cost of pro- 
duction is between 4s. 3d. and 4s. 6d. 
per bushel. There are thousands of acres - 
of land along our rivers suitable for ~ 
maize growing, and if that land were put 
under maize it would lead to closer settle- 
ment, and give a great deal of employ- 
ment. Australia’s production of maize — 
averages from 8,000,000 to 9,000,000 — 
bushels annually, whereas the black labour 

of India produces 80,000,000 bushels, 

and that of South Africa 34,000,000 — 
bushels per annum. In 1918, the last — 
year for which figures are obtainable, we — 
imported 255,000 bushels of maize. I do 
not know what Java’s product of maize — 
is, but it is from that country that it Is — 
now proposed to import supplies to com- 
pete with the locally-grown maize. It is 
wrong that a country like Australia, 
which can grow maize inferior to none, 
should import that cereal. The maize- 
growers asked for a duty of 4s., but I 
told them I thought that a. little too 
much, and that I was prepared to support 
a duty of 3s. 6d. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[10.19].—I met the representatives of 
growers from the Snowy River and other 
maize-growing districts, but the only 
statement they made in support of their _ 
request for a higher duty was that a 
threat had been made by, a_ particular 
firm that it would pay only a certain 
price for maize. I do not think that we 
can be governed by such statements. — 
There are ways in which we can deal with ~ 
those who make threats. The real 
trouble of thea maize-growers was caused — 
by the reciprocal Tariff arrangement with — 
South Africa, under which maize could © 
be imported at 1s. per cental. That 
maize was grown by black labour. We — 
are not going to repeat our mistake. — 
Under the present Tariff all imported — 
maize will have to pay 2s. per cental. — 
In addition, there is the consideration of — 
freight. OL QI a 

Senator Gururim.—The maize-growers — 
desire adequate protection; and if it — 
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amounted to 2s. per bushel, instead of 2s. 
per cental, no one would complain. 
Senator RUSSELL; — The present 
duty is equivalent to a little more than 
1s. per bushel, in addition to which, J, re- 
peat, there is 
afforded by freight costs. The duty has 
to be paid upon the price at the port of 
shipment, plus 10 per cent. The rate 
now imposed amounts to 50 per cent.; 
and, if that degree of protection is not 


sufficient, what do the miaize-growers 
want ? : 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 


[10.23].—I support the request. Maize- 
growing involves more labour than the 
cultivation of any other grain. It cannot 
be carried on wholly with horses or by 
power implements. A great deal of the 
work must be performed by hand. There 
need be no hesitation about increasing the 
duty for fear that the price of maize might 
become exorbitantly high. For all pur- 
poses, except in regard to the manufac- 
ture of starch, maizena and glucose, maize 
eomes into direct competition with other 
grains. No one would buy maize for 
horse-feed who could get oats, peas, or 
the like for very much less. Thus, there 
are safeguards against inordinately high 
prices. The Minister (Senator Russell) 
remarked that, in addition to the duty, 
adequate protection was afforded by 
freight costs. A number of Victorian 
growers waited on me and informed me 
that local manufacturers who use maize 
had announced their intention to im- 
port from Java. Freight can be ob- 
tained, or could have been secured re- 
cently, at 25s. to 30s. a ton. I doubt 
whether the maize:grown on the Snowy 
River ean be landed at Melbourne at lower 
transport cost. Considerable quantities 
of maize are grown in New South Wales, 
and a fair amount is cultivated in Queens- 
land; but the companies which use maize 
for the manufacture of glucose and other 
products are all situated in Melbourne. 
Thus, the Queensland and New South 
Wales growers who might desire ’to dis- 
pose of their products to Melbourne 
manufacturers would have to pay actually 
higher freights than in respect of im- 
portations at maize from Java or South 
Africa, The alleged additional protection 
by way of freight may be, therefore, dis- 
regarded. Melbourne manufacturers are 
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very fortunate in having so linen & mar- 
ket as is afforded by the more than 


2,000,000 people in New South Wales — 


and the 750,000 population of Queens-— 
land. I am strongly of /OpHuony that the - 
request should be agreed to. 


Senator COX (New South Wales) 


~{10.28].—Nearly all the maize land in 


New South Wales is very expensive. It 
is situated chiefly in river valleys, and 
among the disadvantages which growers 
have to face is the danger of periodical 
floods. 
likely to ruin the _ crops. 
grown in the Tumut district is said to be 
the best in the world, in that it is weevil 
proof. 
grown on the Hawkesbury River lands. 
But all of these areas are apt to be 


These, if they are sustained, are 
The maize — 


There is also very fine maize 


flooded, and there are other disabilities to cou 


be contended with. 
should be afforded to assist maize-growers 
to carry on successfully. 


Senator GARDINER (New South — 


Adequate protection || | o ; 


Wales). [10. '30].—I desire to voice the a 
opinion of the great mass of people who 


are not in any way organized, and who 


are compelled to use maize as a fodder ae 


for their stock, particularly when other 
vorn is not available. 
that I fall back upon the returned soldier 


ue 


It is not very often ae 


in support of my argument; but 1 may 
direct the attention of the Committee to . 
the fact that Mr. Ashford, who was at 


one time Minister for Tag in New ve 


South Wales, and who has played a very 


important part in the Wheat Pool and 
“other things,” did a great deal in the o 


direction of establishing returned sol- : 


diers on poultry farms. 


Senator Cox.—Fowls are not fed on 


maize. 
senator 
better winter food for fowls than corn. 


Senator Russeii.—lI think there ig a 


possibility of a compromise. 


Senator GARDINER.—I[t 
time, because surely we are not going to 


impose an additional duty in the interests 


GARDINER.—There is no 


is houe cl 


of persons utilizing land in Victoria for 


maize-growing when it is more suitable 
for the production of cabbages. | The 


land in the Darling Downs, the northern : : 


rivers, and the Tumut districts produces 


excellent’ maize, and much superior to ae 
that raised on the inferior soil in the 


State of Victoria, where the climate is 
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totally unsuitable for the production of 
this commodity. Those who are not 


banded together in companies and com- — 


_ bines should be protected; and I am con- 

Didetinig more particularly the poor un- 
» fortunate teamsters, who have to feed 
their horses well if they are to derive a 
_ satisfactory return from the business in 
fe which they are engaged. 
Senator Crawrorp.—All the carriers 
Ms in Queensland are members of the Aus- 

tralian Workers Union. 


Senator GARDINER.—That is an- - 


other striking instance of the intelligence 
of the Queensland people. 

Senator Guturie. — The honorable 
-. senator represents the biggest combine in 

Australba — the Australian Workers 
~ Union. 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
_ —Order! Honorable senators must not 
discuss the Australian Workers Union, 
but the item before the Committee. 
Senator GARDINER. — The South 
_ African maize cannot compete with «that 
produced in Australia. 

Senator Gururte—Then why do we 
import so much of it? 

Senator GARDINER.—It has been 
imported in times of drought to feed 
sheep that otherwise would have starved. 
The pastoralists have on frequent occa- 
sions been compelled to rely upon a sup- 
_ ply of maize to keep their stock alive; 
and without an adequate supply, thou- 
sands of sheep would have starved. 

i Senator Cox.—Oan the honorable sena- 
- tor tell us how maize is grown in South 
i Africa ? 
_ Senator GARDINER.—I shall leave 
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_ his extensive knowledge concerning a 
- country he has visited, may be able to 
explain the process more accurately. 
Surely a duty of 50 per cent. is suffi- 
ie ciently high. I have seen good maize 
sold in New South Wales at 2s. per 
bushel. 
Senator Crawrorp.—It would not pay 
a the grower at that price. 
ae . S8nator GARDINER.—I do not know 
_ whether it paid the grower or not; but I 
_ believe that the present price is about 5s. 
_ per bushel. The Australian-grown maize 
Apis far superior to that produced i in South 
Meieh and, in view of all the circum- 


4 that to the honorable senator, who, with, 


rate, and thus place an additional burden 


upon the consumers. 


on 
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Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- _ 


President of the Executive Council) 


[10.35].—I have listened to the strong — 


representations which have been made by 
honorable senators, and if Senator Guth- 
rie is prepared to amend his request to 
make the general Tariff 3s. per cental, 
instead of 3s. 6d., I shall be agreeable. 

Senator Gururte. ~—I am prepared to. 
adopt the Minister’ -suggestion. 

Request, by leave, amended accord- — 
ingly. 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 


{10.36].—During a visit to Queensland ~ 


some time ago I had an opportunity of © 
visiting the splendid country between 


Mareeba and Yungaburra, on the Ather-— 


ton Tableland, where I saw large num- 


bers engaged in maize-growing. There 


were very few barns, but large numbers 
of galvanized-iron tanks, which, I was 
informed, were utilized for storing maize. 
I was informed that although the maize 
does not grow to the same height as it 
does in the south, the plants stool more 
freely, and, as a result, a larger number 


of heads are grown on each plant. I was — 


also informed that the majority of the 
maize-growers in that district were 
Chinese. : 

Senator Crawrorp.—Most of that land 
has been resumed by the State, and sold 
to returned soldiers. 


Senator Prarcr. — 1 inspected the 


country three months ago, when a depu- 


tation of white men engaged in the pro-_ 


duction of maize waited upon me. 


Senator SENIOR.—I am not disput- 


ing that, but merely stating what I saw. 


T Aaked - the Chinese were owners of the — 
land. The reply was, “No. The owners — 


of the land dwell in the suburbs of Bris- 
bane, and rent the land to Chinese.” 

Senator Crawrorp.—The honorable 
senator heard a lot. of fairy tales in 
Queensland. 

Senator SENIOR.—It is a fact thas’: 
there were Chinese cultivating the farms 
on the Atherton tableland at that time, 
because I saw them there. 


Senator Cox.—The honorable senator is — : 
talking about conditions that prevailed — 


three years ago, whilst the Minister for 
Defence has said that the Chinese have 


gone, and the land is now even: saat: 3 


by returned soldiers, 
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Senator SENIOR.—If the purpose of 
this duty is to protect white labour and 
maintain the White Australia policy, well 
and good; but if it is to help Chinese cul- 
tivators of maise, I caunot support it. 

Senator Rer.—How many Chinese 
were growing maize at Atherton ? 

_ Senator SENIOR.—I travelled between 
Mareeba and Yungaburra, a distance 
which represented a train journey of from 
one and a half to two hours, and on both 
sides of the line I saw what I have de- 
- seribed. 

Senator Rem—The whole Chinese 
population of Queensland, including the 
furniture makers, could not occupy such 
an area. 

Senator SENIOR.—If this duty is in- 
tended to protect Chinese labour, it is 
not fair to the struggling farmers in the 
seuth, because the effect will be to make it 
more difficult. for growers in the south to 
raise wheat. Since the time to which I 
have referred, 1 have seen a gentleman 
who came from Queensland to purchase 
chaff in the south, for his starving stock. 
Senator Cox.—None of the maize grown 
on the Atherton tableland goes to Vic- 
toria or South Australia. 

Senator SENIOR.—We know that it 
does, and the imposition of this duty will 
make maize dearer to those who require it 
in the south. 

Senator Gururm.—No; it will mean 
that more maize will be grown, and the 
industry will be stabilized. 

Senator SENIOR.—The honorable 
senator proposes that we should stabilize 
the maize-growing industry in the north 
at the expense of those engaged in agri- 
culture in the south. We need to be very 
careful in dealing with this matter, be- 
gause, very often, we need in. the south the 
products of the north. The maize-grow- 
ing industry, as I saw it in Queensland, 
does not require stabilizing, any more 
than does the growing of potatoes in the 
Western District of Victoria. It is very 
extensive; a large number of settlers are 
engaged in the industry, and on small 
farms. What I saw in Queensland cer- 
tainly induced me to believe that maize- 
growing can be carried on in that State 
suecessfully under the existing duty. 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [10.47].—-I have no wish to delay 
the Committee unnecessarily, but I wish 
to quote from a Queensland newspaper 
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statements in corroboration of. that mad 
by Senator Senior. oo 

Senator Rem.—What newspaper do 
the honorable senator propose to Bee 
from ¢ 

Senator GARDINER. From 
Dalby Herald. 

Senator Rer.—Then it must be a re- 
print from another newspaper. | | 

Senator GARDINER.—That may ‘Ue 
so, but it corroborates the statement which 
was made by Senator Senior. The ban 
Herald says— 

In the grazing industry the united praviere 

employ 700 coloured aliens, and in the sugar 
industry 2,000 coloured aliens are employ 
to-day. 
I will stop the quotation at that, ‘Besa 
I venture to say that if coloured aliens are 
employed in growing sugar they are also 
employed In growing maize. 

Senator Crawrorp.—An Act af Par- 
liament prohibits their employment in 
the sugar industry, so that the statement it 
atoted cannot be true. nt 

Senator GARDINER. —The Arbitra- 
tion Court award in Queensland per- © 
mitted their employment in the sugar in- © 
dustry. I rose merely to corroborate 
Senator Senior’s statement by a quota-— 
tion from a Queensland newspaper. I 
say again that if 2,000 coloured aliens are — 
employed in cane-growing, it is quite cer- — 
tain that a number of them are also. em- 
ployed in maize-growing. ' ee 

Request, as amended, agreed to. 

Item agreed to, subject to a request. 

Progress reported. 


PAPER. a 
The following paper was presented : A : 


Shale Oil Bounty Act.—Particulars of Bounty 
Paid, &ec., Financial Year 1920-21. : 


“the 


ADJOURNMENT. 
TaRiFF BIL. Rat 
Senator PEARCE (Western Austhali ae 
Minister for Defence) oe 50|.—In move 
ine— ae 
That the Senate do now adjourn, bin etd 
I ask honorable senators to recognise that os 
next week we shall have to ask thau to 
sit a little later, and possibly in the fol- 
lowing week to sit in the mornings. To- 
day we have passed only five items out On i 
400 odd in the schedule. cis 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 10.51 p.m. ey 
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1920. 


1921.——11. Decease 


Ne Hxans OF DEPARTMENTS. 


ne _ House of Representatives—W. A. Gale, C.M.G. i 
3 _ Parliamentary Reporting Staff—B. H. Friend, 1.8.0. 


. Melbourne Ports(V.) ~ 


¢ 


‘ 


The weekly issues of Parbanoeay Debiites are 5 guiied: gratut aoe 
for use in Public Libraries, and also in Schools of Arts, ‘Mechanics’ In 
Societies (having not less than fifty members), and similar institutions : 


Applications on behalf of the above-mentioned institutions should be 
the Honorable the President or the Honorable the Speaker. ; 


_ Subscriptions should be~sent to the Government Printer, Metbourne. ey 


B. HARRY FRIED 
: as Principal Parliamentary 


COMMITTEES. 


SENATE. 7 


Sranpina OrpeERrs.—The President, the Chairman. of Committees, Senator tease r 
de Largie, Senator Duncan, iam d Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator F 
Gardiner, and Senator Lynch. aS 


Liprary.—The President, Senator Benny, Senator Bolton, Senator de tate, S 
Senator Wile and Senator Pratten> 


Senator Rowell, Senator “neon and Senator Wilson: 


Printing.—Senator Adamson, Senator Cox, Senator J. D. Millen, Senator Newlen 
Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. . 


Pusiio Works (JOINT). —Senator Foll, Senator Neva. and Senator Plain. 


SEN Ate Orrictats: Se.tecrt CommirrEr.—Senator de Largie, Senator Drake-Br 
Dunean, Senator Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. 
presented 12th May, 1921. ; 


* Appointed 14th April, 1921. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Stanpinec Orpurs.—Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman of Committees, 
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor. 


Dr. fs ai Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. McDonald, 


Hovsr.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, a : : ames, 
Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. © 


Printinc.—Mr. Bamford, Mr. Bowden, ne preety Mr. Fenton, Mr. MeWillians, Mr Riley. 
Mr. West. 


PuBuic Mobomens 3 (JomnT).—Mr. Bayley, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Jape Mr. Fleming, Me. 
Prowse, and Mr. West. 


Pustic Works (Jornt).—Mr. Atkinson*, Mr. onto Mr. Gregory, Mr. Jaco, I 
Mathews, and Mr. Parker Moloney. ~ 


Sua Carriacn Seiecr ComMITTEE. —Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Burchell, Mr. Corser, Mr. ae Mr, 
Mr. McWilliams, and Mr. Watkins. Final report presented 20th October, 1920. 


* Resigned 12th May, 1991.——} Appointed 19th May, 1921——t Decease reported ard une, 1921. 


by 
PA Sef 
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